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sal. xlvüi. 8. As we have beard, fo have we Nen 
in the city of the Lord of Hoſts. | 
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of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, 

| from glory te glory, even as by the _—_ of the 


Lord, 
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LIZABETH CAIRNS was born in the, 
parich of Blackfoord in the year 1685, © 


| honeſt and godly parents, as appears from her own. 


account of them: her reſidence, for the moſt part 

of her life, was in Stirling, where the preaching of 
the goſpel was: greatly bleſt to her, and there ſhe: 
got bleſſed diſcoveries of the glory and love of 


_ Chrift, both in public ordinances and in ſecret | 
duties. e 
From the time ſhe took up her ſettled ane 4 „ 


in Stirling, ſhe there W until a few weeks 


before her death; ſhe went to Edinburgh to ſes 


her friends, but foon after ſickened at Leith, and 
there died In the Lord (adhering to the god con- 


feſſion ſhe had made in her life) April 4th 1 741. 


She was a perſon, whole converſation was ſuch: 
as became the goſpel, the tract of. her life being a 
teltimony to the reality of godlineſs. She had a 
good ſtock of mother-wit, and ſolid judgment, ne- 
ver affecting vain applauſe in matters of religion; 
always grave, ſober and modeſt, yet zealous for the 
cauſe and teſtimony of Jeſus, and WAS 2 ſuffercr. uu. 

42 the 
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in 2 
the ſafferings of his declarative glory, a clöſe ad. 
hhhherer to the covenanted doctrine, worſhip, difcipline 
EZ and government of the reformed church of Chrift 
lin Scotland, and was both affected and afflicted un- 
$ der a ſenſe of the many backſlidings 20 defections 
| | carried on contrary thereunto. | 
. But the reader will ſee her concern this way; 
N from the ſixth period to the end of her life, and: 

that ſhe_has been a wreſtler in our Iſrael. As for 
her dutifulneſs to her parents, a large and too un- 
common account will be ſeen in the narrative: and 
when ſhe was a ſervant, her faith is ſhown in that 
Ration, by a beautiful example in pap. 111, and 
142. When ſhe was in the ſtation of a teacher of 
ahildren at Stirling; the reader will alſo ſee her-cort- 
5 ſcientious concern u Ader that _ in Pag. 177. 
TS 178. : | 
Ai for chaſer memoirs wal bw Ufe-they ſpeak for 
themſelves, and may be {aid to come as the experi- 
mental teſtimony of a private Chriftian unto the ſove-/ 
| raignty of God in particular eleCtion, and to his in- 
| | mite loveand manifold wiſdom in the whole myſtery 
of redemption by Chriſt, the price he payed, and 
e purchaſe he malle, thereby, together with the 
affectual application thereof, by the holy Spirit in 
the day of converſion and effectual calling, and te 
ihe aſſurance of God's love, increaſe of grave; and 
| perſeverance therein unto: the end. 8 
TY This narrative (I tay). comes (to enk) as od 
mite to be caſt into the treaſury of the church, 
though not by a widow; yet by one who lived and 
died avirgin, and a chaſt virgin to Chriſt her ever -- 
laſliog Hoſband, and yet it is not caſt in according” 
to the intention of the author, but by an over. ru 1. 


ing providence, a particulars account of. which ts 
e in the ninth perioCee. 
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The conſideration of this remarkable providenee, 
together with ſo large and beautiful a narrative of 


in ſuch a ſingular Way, gave Mme. great encourage- 
ment in the publication, and good hopes, through 


the Lord's bleſſing, that it may be of ſingular uſe, 


both in the preſent and after generations; which, 
if he grant it be fo, I ſhall think my labour, in 
raiſing up the name of the dead, upon her OWN ex- 


* periences, well rewarded. 


A few remarks drawn from this excellent narra- 
tive ſhall cloſe this preface. It appears evident that 


this worthy perſ2n has been one whom the Lord 


loved with an everlaſting love ; therefore he began 
very early to draw her with loving kindneſs, and 
ſhined into her heart by the light of his Spirit, 
through the glaſs of Aivine revelation to give the 
light- of the knowlege f the glory of Godin the face 
f Jeſis Chriſt Thus it pleaſed a ſovereign Lord 
greatly to indulge her, particularly in younger 
Fears, with more than ordinary ſenſible Wie 


peſt of the whole inheritance at laſt. | 
Let infinite Wiſdom took the fame way with her, 


as he had done with Others of his dear ſaints; that 


ihe ſhould not dell long on the mount of ſenſible 


manifeſtations, but come down to the dark and 


howling valley, and there to undergo ſharp and bit- 
ter conflicts under dark clouds of u by fu- 
rious ſtorms of temptations from Satan, together 


with the prevailing power of indwelling fin and bo- 


dy of death, under which we will often find ker 
Zroaning out her mournful Jamentations, feeling 


8 3: nothing 


God's gracious condeſcendency, in dealing with her 


. 
tions of the myſtery of electing and redeeming love 
and grace, as diſplayed in the new covenant, with 
particular application of the grace therein promiſed, 
and ſo ſhe terms theſe manifeſtations a pied ge or car- 
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Aathing but, as it were, the company of two ar- 


mies, and every battle, as it were; with confuſed 
noiſe. 


But her gracious and ſovercign Lord fa this way 
meet, thereby to train her up in the way of living by 
a 


ith, that ſo ſhe might walk by faith, and not by 
light, and learn the good fight of faith, until the 
lay ſhe was crowned with victory, that fo her ex- 


periences might agree to that of the cloud of wit- 


naſſes. But for theſe, of whom. we hear little or 
nothing of thoſe conflicts, ſhe was exerciſed under, 
but Sold amuſe the world with lofty, and ſelf- 
confident expreſſions, as if they were always with 


God, and full of God, and overſhadowed: with the 


Holy Ghoſt, and this to be put in weekly hiſtories, 


To jt 1 ef the ſaints will they turn. 


It is worth a remark, Kenny herſelf obſerves, 


pag. 46. (faith ſhe) 5 As to the effect of theſe more 
© than ordinary allowances, they brought forth ſelf- 


« abhorance, O what humbling diſcoveries did I 
* get, both. of natural, moral and religions ſelf.” 


80 far was ſhe from boaſting in her attainments, 


with a vain affection, to have them put in weekly 
B and cried through public ſtreets, that ſhe 

ys, In none of all theſe things will I glory, but 

in my reconciled God through Chriſt, pag. 41. 
Another ſaying of hers is very remarkable, as in 
pag. 217. For all along my life I never had free- 
dom to diſcover the ſecrets of religion to the 
world: the Lord knows I never loved to make ap- 

< pearance this Way. And this is agreeable to a ſaying 
of glorified. Mr. Haliburton, even when he was en- 
tering. the threſhold of glory, O (fays he) ſober, 
ſober religion is neceſſary, I was often ' ſtealing 
s from the Lord, but, bleſt be his name, he made 


me lay it down again with ſhame, and to cry, 
9 855 „„ 


4 AIRS. ME and, | 
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143 
Not . Sc. I was feared in public on that Sed 
and. after he ſaid, Sobriety, ſobriety, I wonld fall 
in a little, if he withdrew.'. O that” the proud 
boaſters in theſe laſt and perilous times would con- 


der this; but above all, they would conſider him, 


of whom it is faid, He Fall mt ory, *nbr If up, 
nor . cauſe his voice to be heard in the frreet,” ny 
Ni. 2. n e 
Another of her ſayings i is in pag. 44. The Lord, 
* (as it were) took me aſide from all inſtruments, 


and managed home on my ſoul all ' thoſe ſteps of 


* converſion immediately from himſelf” Oc. Rn 


this we may learn that a ſobereign Lord needs not 


human art and induſtry 1 in the work" of converſion, 
for as ſhe ſays in another place, * The lefs of the 
« creature here, the more of God.“ And Mr; Hali- 
burton, ſpeaking of the efficacy of the ſcripture- 
word, © This'is the tool of ok own framing & that 


6 works the effect. 


Another thing renarkable as to ; the Lors con: 
duct towards her, that notwithſtanding of her ar- 

ent defires after à life- of ſenſible manifeſtations, 
and though ſhe was brought up remotely, and had 
little information as to more publie concerns, yet 
ſays ſhe pag. 113. My own caſe was laid by for a 
time, and the Lord laid on me a concern for Zion, 
here I had the caſe of the church and land laid be- 


fore me, c. And what diſcoveries of the public ſins 


and defections the Lord gave her, with her concern 
and exerciſe thereupon; is to be ſeen in the ſixth 
period of her life; which agrees to what Mr. John 
Livingſton obſerved in his day (wherein real con- 
verſion was frequent) That ſo ſoon as any were 
* gained to cloſe indeed with Chriſt, and lay religie 

* on to heart in earneſt,” theſe out of a native prin- 
fc} iple, became preſently | und- 1 the wm" 
+ ſjes 


vui 


£ ſiet:or uaſtimany of the tine. Vet this would be 
e bigotry, bes party=zeal by many in our day. 
But wijdam.will be puſtified of os children, 
It is alſo remarkable, that to the end of her life, 
Tos high manifeſtations never ifſued in low thoughts 


of. God's covenant, and work of reformation in 
Scotland, yea, her thoughts were more and more 
Taiſed in zeal for his public glory, and the concerns 


of his houſe, with lamentations over the ſinful 
backſlidings and defections both of office · bearers; 

and members of this church; yea, ſhe laments. that 
Ihe was ſo. much taken up with her own private 


concerns, and ſo little taken up about the pablls 


concerns of God's glory ſo much injured; - - 


In this narrative the reader may obſerve, Aa work 
of God begun and carried on, not: through a ſuper- 


ſtitious going the round of a ſwarm of Zog ih- pe 


piſh ceremonies, faſts, and holy; Lęnts, and reading 
the Bible on their knees, and the like. But here is 
a work of Gad by an act of exceeding greatneſs of 
his power, according, to his own written word, (the 


tool ef his own framing) and according to the ex · 
perience of ſaints. 


Here is to be ſeen a converſion not like a muſh- 
room that comes up in a night, or like the gourd that 
withered the next day, nor like the ſeed that fell 
on flony places, and immediately ſprang up, and 


may be a great noiſe made about converſion and 
faith for a while, but as they immediately came 


by faith and converſion, it is ſaid they immediately 
an · the time of temptation fell away. 

O that the conſideration of this would prevail 
with ſuch as talk of great things, not to be high- 
minded, but fear. And 1 fear, before the Lord re- 


turn to Scotland, the hftineſs of man ſhall be bowed. 
un, ana be baughtine/s / men ſball be made low, 


gud 


bs if * - 5 . 
and b Lord alane exalted in that: day. But hor 3 
2 converſion agreeable to the parable of the ſeed = . 
caſt into the ground, that did ſpring and grow up, 
and it was not known how, Mark iv. 26, 27. So 
was it here, this work of grace, this immortal feed 
kept the ground, and did ſpring even under dark | 
clouds of deſertion, and through ſtorms of various | 
temptations, and dark-like providences, but when 
brought low, then her gracious and only wite Lord | 
appeared for her relief, and did ſhine upon ber | 
foul through the glaſs of the word and mas 
and in ſecret prayer and meditation, until the ſeed 
grow up to the full: corn in the ear, that the came 
to the grave like a ſhock of corn (as on the margin) 
aſcendeth in his ſeaſon, Job v. 26 

Whatever may be amiſs in this. preface, and 
whatever weakneſs may be juſtly e therein, 
it is only owing to its weak pat and ob. 
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ELIZABETH CAIRNS, 


Written * herſelf ſomes years before her 


2 I was n 5 m 5 narenith. ] was born in 
the year 1685, when the perſecution was very 


ſharp; and through the bloody cruelty which was 


then exerciſed, my parents were deprived of all 


they had in the world. and caſt out of houſe and 
hold, becauſe of their joining with, and adhering 


and cleaving to the then, perſecuted goſpel, and 


remnant. In this extremity, my mother, by the 
providence of God, got into a little cottage, where 


ſhe brought me forth a living child, to the hazard 


of her owa life. And three quarters of a year there- 


after, my parents got an opportunity of a perſecut- 
ed miniſter by whom I was baptized: in the night- 


time, T he conſideration of this my parents duty 
| toward 
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te nod; me,, to the hazard of gle own lives, laid: 
mie trader the greater obligation to reſolve through 


5 W. d that” 1 ſhogd dete 8 towards them all 


days. of my life. I deſire to look back upon 


my birth, and 9 with admiration and toankſ-: 
gr ing; this carly Providence, of à merciful and gra- 


cious God to me, makes me to ſay with the Pſal - 


miſt, 7 will praiſe thee, for I am Fearfull and an- 
derfully made: marvellous are thy works, How pre- 


cious alſo axe thy theughts unto me, O God! &. I 


deſire to admire the merciful arms that were fo ear- 


ly ſtretched out to receiye me into his church, and 


the mercy of OR. by a faithful miniſter vf 


Chriſt. 


I now come to give an. account of the Lond s 
way with my foul, in the ſeveral Years and periods 


f my life, 


# «8-7 
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1 desde God, 33 all clernity. to chooſe 2 


remnant from among the loſt poſterity of Adam, 


to be monuments, of his grace and mercy here, and 

inſtruments of his praiſe hereafter, amongſt whom, I 
hope, he did inroll my name, and in order to the- 
accompliſhment. of this deſign, he early began hig 
work with me.: 1 do remember when I was a child, 
I heard others talking of God, and } aſked my 


Ag What that was. they called God? My ſiſter 


propoſed. this queſtion to another, who. informed 
me, that God was a Spirit, and that he had his be- 
ing of himſclf, and was the Creator and Maker of all 


things. 
Alfter this, I had ſuch Ls of that God that 
wad me, that no chilfren's play could long * 
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me. About this time being 3 in n bb eben Reid, 1 
iw the rain- bow appear before the ſhower, at the 
ſight of which I fell a weeping, for 1 had heard tell; 
that God once drowned the world with a flood of 
water, and as a token he Fould not do it again, he 
{ct his bow in the cloud : the ſight'of which, made 
me entertain more and more impreſſions of this God; 
fo that I thatight the Sabbath-day had another kind E 
of light than another day. 
There was an accidental providence, I met with 
when I was five years old.” I was keeping the ſheep 
with my ſiſter; as I was going along the top of a 
conſiderable rock, at the faot of which was a ditch 
of water, I tell over, but providentially in the face 
of the rock, there Was 4 therm. buſn growing, 
which I got hold of, by which means 1 got up 
again: this the Lord remarkably bleſſed to me; for 
mough I was not hurt by this fall, yet it had ſuch 
impreſſions on my mind, that I immediately fell a 
reflecting upon this providence; for 1 faw, if I had 
gone down, my life could not have been reſerved. 
{-had heard tell that there was a hell, and a heaven, 
ſo 1 thought with myſelf, if F had died; I would 
have gone to hell. I had ſuch fears of it, that 
freighted me; for 1 had dreamed, that J fax folk 
going by, and one of them told nie that they were 
in hell, and that it was a dreadful Place. 1 aſked, 
what made it fo, and one anſwered me, that the 
wrath of God was there, © 
After this, I heard 4 perſon praying in my f. Kher's 
family. One expreſſion he had in prayer ſtayed in 
my ml for ſome time: the word was, what we 
have in Iſa. xl. 1, 2: And there ſball rome forth a 
rod out of the flem of Jeſſe, and a branch ſball grow 
cat of his roots. And the Spirit of the Lord ſhall rejt 
pon kim, And many 8xpreſions he had in pray 5 
| thas 
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that made me to underſtand. that, the ok hom 7 : 


prophet there ſpoke, was the Saviour; and my 
fears of hell, made me to notice, and remember i it. 
After this, my mother began to learn me to read, 
and as I remember, it was: before the eighth year 


the law, and ſo an heir of hell and wrath.” 


2. I defire to adore the ſovereign good will 2þ 2. 
gracious God to me, that made me capable of, and 
alſo to feel two parties in my ſoul fo early, as that of 
evil and good, of darkneſs and light; but when 
this light and love to good, was infuſed and put there, 


I know not, yet L came to know it byitseffects. Fir/t,! 
T his light diſcovered to me that I was a ſinner, and: 
that there was a hell to puniſh ſinners in. 2dly, This: 
lght Þlovered a God, a Saviour, and a heaven. 3dly,. 
It made impreſſious on the ſeveral paſſions of my toul:5: 


2 diſcovery of fin and hell, brought a great fear and! . 
terror on my mind; the diſcoveries of God and Chriſt,: 
kindled a love in my ſoul; and defires towards bim. 
ar, It had an effect on my outward life, ſo as I: 


could not take pleafure in children's play, and diver- 


tons. s thy, It ſpiritualized other things, for by, 
this light I was made to ſce a God in the works of 
creation, ſuch as rhe growing of the graſs, the Winds: 
aad the rains, and the bow he ſet in the cloud, as: 
the token of his covenant with the earth, and that | 
De would not deſtroy it again by water. And when 


1 looked up to the airy heavens, O what glorious 
things were theſe ! the ſun, the moon, and the 


ſtars, 


of my age. On which I make the following Ice 
flections. ö 
1 1 acknowlege I am one -of Adam's corrupt 
race, in whoſe room he ſtood and fell. I was forms 
ed in fin, and brought forth in iniquity, and came 
into the world with every faculty of my foul cor- 
cupt, under the guilt of original ſin, and curſe of 


5 ol th ants. i a 


= 3 
dars, my parents told me. that God. made. all tho 
things, and I believed it. I remember Lwould have 
gone out after day- light. Had gone away, and looks 
ed up to the ftars with great pleaſure, and as L 
tooked, I felt a believing impreſſion, that filled me 
both with fear and joy. 647 , I obſerve, that what 

{ was taught by this light, was conform to the - 
ſcriptures, although at that time T was not learned 
to read them. This is an evidence to me that ic 
was the Lord's s teaching, though 1 it was but like the 
dawning of the morning. I was at a great loſs, that 
I was not ſooner learned to read; one. reaſon Was 
that the place where I lived, was not near any ſchool, 
as alſo my parents did not incline to learn their chil⸗ 
dren, till they were about eight years old, thinking, 
that they might have the better capacity to retain, 


what they were taught. So much for reflections on, 
9 this firſt Period of my! lite, mr 


4 


$ECOND PERIOD; 


I 


1 reer this, it was my employment for ſeveral 
X Fears to Keep my father's cattle. From the, 
5 eighth ear, to the tenth year of my. age, I was 
much delighted with my book, fo that I was not. 
only e content wich the 100185 of it, but ſo retained. 
it On my mind, that when I had not time to read, ä 
1 might have it to meditate on. All the day-time, 
I was {fill in the fields alone, with my flock.; but, 
in the winter ſeaſons, eſpecially in che long nights, I 
was buſſy getting leſſons, from any that would teach, 
me, and when ever I could read diſtiactly by myſelf, 
f carried my book always with me, and as 1 read, 
there ſhined a light on my mind, fo that 1 was fille 
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15. ee i d deen moaned 3 in che way 66: 
Eaſley by Chrift; and had felt the power of gracs- 
determining my ſoul” to embrace bim, as the fore - 
mentioned light, cleafed up to me by the ſcriptures; 
Here 1 thought to have founded my faith, and 
hopes of falvation, by this rational reflection, be⸗ 


Auſe I found in my experienees theſe marks of 


grace, that the ren promiſes did require: 


and While 1 was "comforting myſelf with theſe 


things, that queſtion was brought to me; Did you 
got caſt away all thofe former attainments as delu- 
$0ns; and ds what one it nature might attain to, 
md how dare you then venture to comfort yourſelf 
by. them? With this again K razed: my hopes, and 
for all that Chriſt ad « dune for finners, I could 


take no comfort from it, becabfe i could not Wire 


to knew, if 1 was one of them the Father had Sen 
o che Son to be ſaved by him, © - | 

After this, I was In gfcat aiſtreſs for ſeveral Jays; i 
Tm er ing to God for au obt- gate: {01 it pleaſed a 
gracious: God to diſplay bis ſovereignty for my re- 


lief: ich Was, One flight, in ſecret prayer, I 
Vas ſo falſed in my foul, that in ſome meaſure 1 


way ſay; whether in the body, or out of the body 


Ia. 


Temaet rell, but this I do remember, I was tuft, 
cd to behold che glory, from which there ſhiged & 
4 iake unto” thy Tout; that firengthened and capaci- 


red it, to behöld glorious objects. and uncxprefs 


| Gble mylteries; ihr Were repreſented to my view: 
and here I was allbwed, as it were, do come nes: 


Sad. and peta font ſatisfying blink of his glory, 
and would have been content to have lived {6-46 
drmitg. SAS: While F was thus beholding, and 
Ajoymg,it was-darted intb my mind; as if 4 voice 
bad ſpoken · tome, Thy name is wriffen ameng the 
IT in Serene ; and immediately-the wail co- 
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verell the glory ch 1 bead. "After all this, 
there remained'a Ught on my ſoul for a Whole year; 
but ſomeriines it ſhined brighter than at other 
times. "EE 

' Lo here; my queſtion was abſwered, and 1 be⸗ 
Heved that my name was written among chem, that 
were given by God the Father to the Son, to be 
ſaved by hic according to the covenant of redemp- 
tion: here'I deſire, to lay my hand om my mouth, | 
and ſay no more as to thoſe g eat myſteries I was tze 
allowed to behold; for I am perſuaded, they are . 
detter felt, than can; de told. For my mind could 
never endite, much leſs my pen write, what 1 was +} 
allowed to bchold. O the height, the depth, the ne 
breadth, and the length, of this love of Ted that c 
paſſeth knowlege ! in "condeſc: -nding ſo far, to one of .; 
the vileſt of all the race of Adam, who never de- 
ſerved a blink of his reconciled face, much leſs, to 
have the vail as it were rent, and to get fuch # view . 

of manifeſted glory. But in none of all thoſe attain- | 
ments do | defire to glory, but in a reconcited G 
in a Mediator, for a portion to my ſoul in time and 0 
for eternity. And thus ends the eighteenth year of ;; 

my age. This year, places, and times, I deſire | 

to remember as long as I live, which were my Be- 
thels, and my Peniels, becauſe there, I had ſo -p 
great dilcoraries of God, and my lite was 42 1 55 
ſerved, Fa -: 5 
The next year, began with the powerful opera - ;+ 
tions of the Spirit, and blinks of divine love, with I 
frequent views of the glory of God. And on the ft 
ſe 


days following, thoſe ſcriptures abounded with me, 

Pfal. cxix. 72. The law of thy mouth, is better to 

me, than thouſands of gold and ſilver. And when | 1 

was meditating on this word, that . araſe 8 

* 11 windy Divi bad thouſan « of gold, and ſil- - 
ver, 


tou haft nage of Them and What knowelt- thou, 
but if thou hadſt the em, thou wouldſt prefer ther 
rode word-of God? But Here Trrabdeck with a 


David's chdufhds wee, and that thus Itonld:ap= 
I peal to Gd my Withefs; thär His Word of pro- 
mie, ⸗Chtift an al Kis purchafs being: eontainel 
| chene Was better me, that all 1 dick poſſeſs.” 
Ktording tc Pl." Ixifi. "2" Whom im nabe in hea- 


Klee befidss Me, *Fhofe Triptures, and many 
note, Were Made the matter df my meditation, and 
| Fequicntly there” mind a light on 155 ſoul, when 1 

was thus medittting, that Teprſertth: to my view 


| nes tiyſteries, fo that 1 world Have for- 
7 is, und what I Vn doing: And 
A thin ten tlie Vail ad drawn aids, ad 1 Mlowed: 


"  Htten wh jete WW 


come 70 che threeld of the door as L thought; 
bone, F wodld fal Pate been ins but" alhs L be- 


ae, bhen fte tou me, and hen will: the 
retrofit, kind fever retuth 10 "cover the? gloty V again. 


ans en ffopifibnt,; W Biel broiighe- me in 
great ſtrait, ſo L eps t to God, with thoſe words 
my month 1 thief 


| rent: 
ler 


cuſs 


Sy] 3 Rte ever intens · Of harveſt, 


ret; to lay tithe Llane wich d verge Chand | 
{5 con}d'try; 8 were deareſt ig him, ut 


alf, my Attls was my all, and ſo A8 dur to me, ug 


en, bur Tes and there it nine pont enth. t hat 1 


d alte ed de bebe We-gtorye of the bigher 


| : ved to- come IA "again; and Fieried; death, 
Fhbis made ches; to kee ee x r 


wont not take me out of 
the World, He-Vöuld Piven me two capacities, br a 
0 mind, one to. ſerve” him; and another to 
{efve th Wed ArdFaccording ly, as aſked,” he 
red ATE that imtnediateſy after, he endued 
* With” Mt rengeh bk mind, by Which FE cdld ac- 
life my Buftniſs;” anfl yet kreß up my inter- 
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er, according to Pſal. Ixv. 2. 


markable to me, when I awaked out of ſleep, I 
began in meditation on the covenent of redemption 


of what the Father demanded of the Son, and pro 


© Sacrifice and offring thou didſt not defirs. mine 1 
ars haſt thou opened: brunt offering and fin- 4 
8 offering haſt thou not required. Then ſaid I, Lo, 


of me; I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, 1 
_ © thy law is within my heart.“ My mind could ne. 
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when there was no abſenting from company, nor yell 


time for prayer, yet when] lifted up my head wit 
my handful to lay it in the ſheaf, I would have ſen} 
up a ſhort prayer, in which time there ſhined rays ail | 
divine light that filled my foul with ſenſible manifſta- 
tions of divine love: and when I was thus engaged | 
in company, and could not win out of hearing ther 
idle and vain talking, 1 would have been as on: . 
deaf, while my meditation was taken up in main] 
raining my intercourſe with God: yet at that time, 
there was as much rcaſon given me as guided m) : 
hand in my imployment. 

O! here I got a wonderful diſcovery of that titl ; 
God hath taken to himſelf, I am the hearer of pray: 


I remember one Sabbath morning, It was re.“ 


and there ſhined a light into my foul, by which I 
got a view of the glorious contrivance of redemption, 
and wonderful tranſaction between God the Father, 
and God the Son: here my ſoul was brought to 
ſuch a capacity, and ſtrength, fo as to get a view 
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e e e e 


poſed to him, concerning man's redemption, as al. 
io the Son's ſweet compliance with every PT 4 
required in that covenant, as in Pſal, xl. 6, 7, 8. 
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© I come: in the volume of they book it is written |? 


ver endite, nor my pen wirte, What here 1 was al- 
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works, and man's happy ſtate in paradiſe before he 
fell, and how he fell, and his miſery after he fell; 

and from this I was led to behold the glorious co- 
venant of redemption, as diſplayed in a covenant of 
grace, and revealed to Adam, immediately after he 


fell, in thoſe words, The jeed of the woman ſhall 


bruiſe the head of the ſerpent, Gen. iii. 15. All 


this J was led to ſee in meditation, before I aroſe 
that morning: ſo after I aroſe, I went to ſecret 


prayer, and there I was led to ſee the covenant of 


grace in a deeper VIEW than ever formerly I had ſeen 
it 

Here I ſaw that all that paſt between the Father 
and the Son, in the covenant of redemption, was 
diſplayed and applied to the believer in the covenant 
0: grace; and here alſo 1 got another ſight of my 
name im it; as allo I felt a power bringing up my 
toul to a compliance with every particular therein- 


repreſented to the view of my faith. 


Thoſe glorious myſteries, ſo filled my foul with 
oy, wonder and praiſe, that I was made with the 
Pſalmift, Pſal. cxlviii. throughout, to invite all the 


creation, heavens, earth, ſeas, and all things there- 


in, to join with me in praiſing. And I came from 


that place, and that prayer, in the clear view, and 
felt impreſſion of thoſe glorious myſteries, fo that 1 
was forced to lay my hand on my mouth, and hold 


in my voice. For when I came to the family and 
ſaw my relations, I wopld have heartily invited 
them to join with me, in the praiſes of free grace, 


But I had no will to diſcover myſelf to the worid. 
remember, another day after this, I fat down 


with my Bible in my hand, and as my cuſtom was, 


as I was aſking a bleſſing before I read, immediate- 


there ſhined a light in my foul, that repreſented 
2 to 


From this I was led to view the covenant of 
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to my view thoſe glorious myſteries, that ſo tran. 


ported me, that I could read none, but turned over | 


the leaves, and beheld the glory that ſhined in it: 


ſo I laid by my Bible, and fell to prayer and praiſe, 


and enjoyed for a moment thoſe divine blinks. 
1 remember another time, that was remarkable to 
me, there was a place where the Lord's jupper Was 


to be celebrated, at which I had occaſion to be pre- 


ſent. On the preparation day I got nothing in the 


ſermons; but, by after reflection, my conſcience 
witneſſed to me, that ſuch and ſuch things I had 
experienced: but on the Sabbath-morning, the ſer- 
mon before the action, came near to my pretent 


caſe, The text was, Song i. 12. While the king 


ſitteth at his table, my ſpikenard ſendeth forth the 
fmell thereof. And the obſervation from the text 


was, * That the preſence of Chriſt had a ſpecial in- 
* fluence on the graces of his people, to draw them 
forth into exerciſe.” From which he took occaſi- 
on to ſhow, what the preſence of Chriſt was, and 


what the graces were that were drawn forth in ex- 


erciſe thereby, which was all applicable to my preſent 

caſe. And at the table there ſhone a light on my 
ſoul, that ſo tranſported me, that I dare not take 
upon me to mark down what I was allowed to be- 


hold; but this I can tay, I was allowed in my me- 
ditation to travel, as it were, between the croſs and 


the crown, there I conſidered mount Calvery, and 
what was done there: and through thoſe elements 
Of the bread and wine, I got a diſtin view of the 
ſufferings of -Chriſt, and allo to me this was a mount 
Piſgah, where [ got a view of the promiſed land, 
in faith of being poſſeſſed of it after death. And 
on the night following, in my ſleep, I thought I 
was brought into immediate fruitien, and enjoy- 


ment, and ſo allowed to  behola the olory of the | 


hignef 


6 
CD 
1 


| 


8 7 
7 « — 


I 


443 


| tg her houſe, and heard, as I thought, the Media- 


tor ſaying, He that overcometh, will I give, to ſit 


vit me on my throne, and will write on him the name 
F F my God, and the name of the city of my God, and 
5 1 will write upon him my new name, as in Rev. iii. 
12. So I awoke out of ſleep, and when I faw the 


| tobe of this world, I cried out, and my tears run 
- down in abundance, becauſe I found it was a dream, 
but! endeavoured to compoſe myſelf, and ſo reaſon- 
ed thus: 


t is the overcomer, to whom it is ſaid, He ball 
no more out, And IJ am yet covered with a 


body of fleſh and blood, and with a body of ſin 


and death, and ſo liable to the temptations of 


Satan, and the motions of ſin, and therefore, not 


. yet an overcomer: when this I thought on, I cried 
but, O death! when wilt thou come, and deſtroy 


I this body of death, and body of fleſn and blood to- 


| gether, 


And while I was thiss longing for perfection, 
that word was brought to my mind, Phil. iii 12. 
Not as though I had already attained, either were 


already perfect: but 1 preſs forward toward the 


mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
23 « Chriſt Jeſus.” ” 
At this time there was a petition 1 exrnetily 58 put 
to God, which was, that he would by the 
33 of grace ſo renew my heart, as to make it 
ac as naturally, as conſtantly, as fully, as freely, 


} | :nd as unweariedly, in the way of holineſs, as ever 


it did in the way of fin: this petition was both un- 
kale nable, and partly inconſiſtent, with the order 
of God's covenant, and the method of grace, Who, 


; F in this life, renews believers but in part, God hav- 
Hing referved perfection to the. life to come; yet ne- 
vertheleſs, he manifeſted to me another diſplay of 


C-23 that 
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that gracious title, he hath taken to himfelf, the 
hearer of prayer: ſo I remember, after this, I fel: 
{ach a power of grace on my heart, and ſuch down- 
pourings of divine influences, and got ſuch views 
through the glaſs of thoſe duties, ſuch as reading, 
meditatioa and prayer, that tranſported me, or, as 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Beholding, as in 
a glass, the glory of the Lord, are cha nod. into the 
fame image, frem glory to glory, even as by the Spi. 
rit of the Lord. So that now I found it more eaſy, 
and more my element, to raiſe my heart to heaven, 
_ and to have it there, than to bring it down again to 
this world, to fix it on any thing therein, and all the 
day I would have lived in ſweet intercourſe with hea- 4 
ven, and in the contemplations of thoſe divine my- 
ſteries; and when my ſleeping time came, I Would 
have left my heart with God, and when I awoke, I 
would have found it there; and there was ſo much 
of the ſpirit of ſupplication poured out upon me, ſo 
as that I knew not what it was to be ſtraitned when] 
I went to prayer, and when I was ſwallowed up with *' 
ſpiritual views, nothing could divert my foul from] 
admiring the love of Chriſt to me, the chief of ſin- "* 
ners, and when I had opportunity for ſecret Prayer, 

the vail was, as it were, rent and | allowed not only 
acceſs tothe throne of grace, but olſo as it were views 
of the throne of glory, that carried me ſo far above 
my ordinary ſtrength and capacity, that both my bo- 
dy and ſpirits would have tailed before my turni- 
türe. 
At this time, the Sk ſubject of, and mat- | 
ters of my prayers and meditation, was on the cove- 
rant of redemption: O here! a light would have Þ 
ſhined fo bright that my ſoul was wrapt up in be- 
bulding, and admiring this wonder ful A : : 
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of infinite wiſdom and love, together with the bleſ- 


8 {ed fruits and effects that deſcend down in a cove- 
nant of grace, to a remnant of Adam's poſterity, ſo 
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that ſuch a vile poor wretch as I, who by nature am 
a child of wrath, may by faith go as high as to the 
roll of election, and there read my name, written a- 


mong the living in Jeruſalem : and all this as the . 


ſweet fruits of eternal love. 

As for wandering thoughts, in time of Juties, 1 
was not much troubled with them, and in my me- 
ditations through the day, if any vain thought, or 


member of the body of death, had begun to divert 
| me, I would immediately have gone to God by pray- 
er for a caſt of divine power upon my revolting heart, 


and I would have gotten a preſent anſwer. 
At this time, I had ſo great diſcoveries of God in 
Chriſt, with application to myſelf, and of my inter- 


elt in him, and frequently the vail drawn aſide, and 


lowed ſuch transforming ſights of the glory, in 


the duties of prayer and meditation, that I thought 
| would have been content to live therein to eternity. 
| This far did holy ſovereignty return my unreaſonable _ 


requeſt, formerly marked, which was, that God by the 


| power of grace, would ſo renew my heart, and make 


it act as naturally, as conſtantly, as fully, as freely, 


| and as unweariedly to move in the ways of holinels, 


as ever it did in the ways of fin; this I deſire to 
acknowlege, to the praiſe of ſovercign grace, that 


This requeſt was ſo anſwered, And now, one re- 


gection on all this together with what paſt, as a re- 


turn of this requeſt, which I could neither expr els 


by words, nor diſcover it by write. 

Here, I fee, and deſire to admire another diſplay 
of that glorious title, he bath taken to himſelf, the 
hearer of prayer. Oi poor fool that I am, that 
hath taken upon me to vent my folly thus; bat 

ſince 


ans 
zü%C% nope os Ade, 


a RF. 


— — * 
. 


* n 
1 A, 2 
— — 


2 0 1 = Ts EY — 
ro 


7 . 
F. 
* 
* 

; 
4 

: 
NI 
— 

4 
[2 
1 
I! 
A 
Fo 
5 
7 


l 49 J 


| fince God hath manifeſted his ſovereign love to me, 
who am one of the vileſt of Adam's race: O let the 
glory redound to the praiſe of his grace! for in none 
of all theſe attainments do Ideſire to glory, but 
only in a reconciled God through Chriſt, for a por: 
tion to my ſoul, in time and to eternity. This paſt 
in the nineteenth year of my life: now this pleaſant 
year is ended, which I may call the chief of my 
years, or one of the years of heaven to me, when 
compared to the reſt of my wilderneſs life. So I 
come now to make tome reflections upon theſe four 
years paſt. 8 
And 1/4, I ſhall bealn with the change of my em- 
ployment ; I being accuſtomed to live alone, made 
all company, though never ſo good, a burden to- 
me, on the following accounts: 1, I was diverted 
from my life of meditation, reading, and prayer, 
that had been my cuſtom ſo long, and ſo became 
my element, out of which. I thought 1 could not 
have lived, 2; I could not converſe, upon what [I 
was taken up, and exerciſed with, for I thought 
thoſe were ſecrets, that none but God and my own 
ſoal ſhould have known, 3. I could not take plea- 
{ure in any worldly or diverting company, and con- 
verſe, though | in themiclves lawful and innocent. I 
knew no joy then, but ia God and things ſpiritual... Þ 
4. My former. employment, was ſo ealy to me, by Þ + 
long cuſtom, that 1 could have uſed it, and not 
have been long diverted from ſpiritual exerciſe ; but i 
now | had every thing to learn, that ſtill required 
4 preſence of 487 this brought me to an extreme 
Nina: it; but O how fealonably, and ſovereigniy did 
the Lor d appcar for me! by ſending in his word with 
power, and fo made me to truſt his promiſe, in the 
midſt of all ſeeming contradictions, 2. There was 
2 Capacity immadiately given to me, fo that there 
Was 


f a: 3 
was not any thing that I was called to, thou gh I had 
never done it before, but 1 would have gotten .wil- 
dom and ftrength to manage it; ſo that I may ſav, 
That the ſame God that taught Bezalcel to work 
the work of the tabernacle, as in Exod. xxxi. 2, 3, 
4, 5. And teaches the hulband- man wiſdom, bow 5 
to caſt out the principle wheat, and barley, in the 
ſeaſon, as Iſa, XXviii. 25, 26. taught me to win my 
bread with my hands: here I ſee that common gifts 
come from the Lord, as well as ſpiritual, 3. I ob- 
ſerve, that all along, there hath been a ſhutting of 
all doors of relief on me from fecondary cauſes, 
and this ought to teach me a daily dependence on 
the Lord for his conduct in all things. So much for 

reſlection on the change of my employment. 
After this, I had opportunity to hear the word 
preached, and to partake of the Lord's ſupper, 
which were all new to me, yet I both heard and 


bw what I had experienced formerly: thoſe ſecrets, 


that I thought none ſhould have known but God 
and the ſou), were proclaimed in thoſe ſermons, and 
repreſented by thoſe elements of the bread and wine 
in a ſacrament. 
Here I did fee the "II hays; that is 
; —_—_ thoſe means of grace, to lead the foul to an 
happy end. 2. Lobſerve that the Lord would have 
All his inſtitutions: honoured, as to the work of con- 
viction, humiliation and converſion I met with in 
this period of my life: when I compare it with the 
| work of conviction and humiſiation, I met with in 
the firſt and ſecond periods, I think they all agree; 
as to their author, it was the word and the Spirit. 
2, As to their nature and kind. 3. They all agree 
in their out gate. 4. They brought forth the 
lame effects; but great was their diff:rence as to 
degrees: the conviction I met with in the ſirſt pe- 
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fiod, I may compare it to the morning light, of 
break of the day. The ſecond to the breaking up 
of the day, or the riſing of the ſun. But this third 
period was in a great degree brighter and diſtincter 
in every ſtep, as the path of the juſt is compared to 
the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more until 


the perfect day, Prov. iv. 18. O what infinite wiſ- 
dom nd mercy did ſhine in this, the Lord's meaſur. 
ing out the degrees of his work ſuitable to my age 


and capacity. 
And here, I ſhall a little _ how this work 


of converſion was carried on; 1, It was by a ſharp 


humbling light from the ond as marked in the 


ſtory of the former periods. 2dly, The Lord, as 
it were, took me aſide from all inſtruments, and 


managed home on my ſoul, all thole ſteps. of con- 


verſion, and the following out- gate, immediately 


from himſelf, that made ſuch impreſſion on my 


foul, and left ſuch a ſtamp behind it, that ever 
{ince I durſt never raze it, nor yer call it a deluſi- 
on, for all the ups and downs, I have met with 


lince. 
There were thoſe: leſſons, the Lord taught me 


here; 1. The happy ſtate of man, in his firſt crea- 
tion, with its excellencies and enjoyments. 2. How 


he fell, and the miſery of that eſtate into which 


he fell. 3. The way of delivery by Chriſt, All 


this with particular application. 
As to the effects that followed on this work, they 


were better felt, than ever I was able to put in 
Words: 1. Here I dehire to adore the Lord's ſove- 


reign appearance for me, in every turn of extre- 


mity, and deſires to keep a ſavoury remembrance of 


the divine leſſions he taught me. 2. I ſee myſelf ſtill 
in the Lord's hand, as the clay in the hands of the 
potter. O! how may I ſtand aſtoniſhed, and won- 

der 
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der at his pains taken on me, from my birth to this 
day. 3. I fee how the Lord 3 my ſoul for 
more than ordinary manifeſtations. 1. By ſending 
in the Spirit, and the word, that 1 my whole 
ſoul into a ſpiritual capacity, to take up things, di- 
vine and ſuper-natural, and enlightened my under- 
ſtanding, in fundamental truths, more than in all 
my life formerly. 

2. 1 ſee, there was an agreeableneſs between 
thoſe fundamental truths, and divine leſſons that 
were taught me, and tie more than ordinary degrees 
of nearnels, and wantete e that were ſometimes 
allowed me. 8 

As to the effects of theſe more than ordinary al- 
lowances. I. They brought forth ſelf. abhorrence, 
O what humbl ing dilcoveries did I get! both of 
natural, moral, and religious-ſelf. 2. I ſaw that 
the ſovereign grace, and love of God in Chriſt, 
ſhould have the glory, of the whole oi my ſalvati- 
on in time, and through eternity. 3. I was kept 
from creature-adoration, for there was little of the 
creature to be ſcen, in all my deliverance. 4. I was 
made tolook hack on the world, and all its plea- 
{ures and profits, with a diminiſhing eye. I defired 
nu more of the things of this life, but that I might 

be carried through, and not be a burden to any for 
my bread. 5. Here I ſaw how unexprefiible a dif. 
fer ence there is between the portion of Jacob, and 
the world as a portion: I can ſay from my gun 
experience, that in one half hour's real and ſen ſible 
communion with God; there is more joy, more 
pleaſure, and unexpreſhible advantage, Fad all the 
pleaſures of youth, and profits that ever the world 
could afford me. 6. 'ihoſe more than ordinary 
allowances, gave fin, and the body of death ſuch a 

_ Ecadly ſtroak, that for a whole year, I felt litile of 
| its 
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its oppoſition : as to that life J lived during this 
time; taſte and ſee can beſt declare. 7. They re- 
eonciled me to death, ſo that ever ſince, for the 
moſt part, death hath been the object of my deſire, 
and life the matter of patience to me. Oh ! how di 4 


thoſe Piſgah ſights and transforming diſcoveries of 


the land of immediate viſion, ſhake the houſe of 
natural pleaſure, and looſe my affections from hu- 
man life, and all its enjoyments! 8. Spirituality 


became my element, O what unexpreſlible pleaſure, 


when the myſteries of redemption and grace were 
opened up to me, by the word and ſhinings of the 
divine Spirit on my ſoul, and was made to believe. 
all and embrace all with application; as revealed to 


me. 9. All the knowlege that ever I had attained to 


by reading and hearing, was but like ſtar- light beſide 
the ſun, when compared with what was taught me 


as the effect of thoſe manifeſtations. 10. The know- 
lege I received (by the more extraordinary allowan- 
ces) of God, of Chriſt and redemption by him 
and the way of the Spirit's applying that redempti- 
on, of a life of grace here, and of glory to come. 


All the ſermons ever J beard, or any other argument, 


never diſcovered that I had received a deluſion, in 


any of all thoſe particulars. An accidental providence, 


fell out in this period, that threatened me with a 
ſudden death, The matter was, 


"Chere was an houle, I ſometimes reſorted to for 


prayer, and one time, LI was in at the door, and by 
an impreſſion that fixed on my mind, I was turned 


back, and before I went a ſtone-caſt, the houſe fell 
flat to the ground. Oh! that I may learn from this 
providence, to watch always, for I know not, in what 
ſhape death may attack me. 
There was another remarkable prov idence I met, 
with, as my father and I, were coming trom hear- 
ing 
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ing ſermon, and riding a water, the horſe, and we 
| were in great danger of being loſt, yet we were mer- | 
| cifully delivered: Oh! what mercy did ſhine in our 
© preſervation, not only with reſpect to us, but alſo 
to religion, which would have ſuffered by it; Oh! 
how would this diſpenſation have opened the mouths 
ok enemies, and grieved the hearts of the godly. 80 
much for reflections on the four paſt years. 
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FOURTH PERIOD. 


wing me account of a dark clad of ende 7 
came under, from the beginning of the twentieth 
year of my life, to the twenty-third: as alſo the 
various temptations I underwent from Satan: 
with a : ſport hint of a begun * 
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N the beginning of the twentieth | year oY my 
1 life, one 3 about three a- clock in the afternoon 
I was in meditation before prayer, and ſuddenly 
chere aroſe an objection in my mind; what ground 
© haſt thou for thoſe comfortable hopes, and expecta- 
tions, that thou haſt entertained the laſt year? And 
with this their fell a great confuſion, and darkneſs 
on my mind, and a terror ſeized me. I remained in 
this condition for two hours: yet a gracious God, 
ſent that word, with light and power into my mind, 
| Jer. iii. 4. Wilt thou not from this time cry unto ma, 

, 3 my Father, thou art the guide of my youth. 

| By this my ſoul was quieted, and ſo I went to 
: | God by prayer, that he' would tell me, if this was 
from himſelf, calling me to try my evidences, or if 
it was a temptation from Satan; to immediately af- 
ter this petition, that word was brought o my 
mind, / this work be of-Ged,-it cannot be cver- 
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thrown, but if of men it ſball come to nought, as in 


Acts v. 38, 39. This I applied to myſelf, and ſaid, 


if this be from God, that I have met with, the! 
Lord. will order it for my good, but if it be from 
Satan, it ſhall go to nought. On the ſame day at! 

evening, While 1 was in prayer, that word which Þ 


was ſpoken to the prophet Elijah, came into my 


mind, 1. Kings xix. 7. And the angel of the Lord 
came again the fecend time, and ſaid, ariſe, eat, be. 
eauſe the journey is tog great for thee. ver. 8. And 
he aroſe and did eat and drink, and went in the 
firength of that meat forty days and forty nights, un- 


to Horeb the mount GC 
This paſſage of ſcripture being laid before me, 


with application to my own caſe, it became very bit. 


ter to me, to think of being deprived of the ſpiritual 
food and refreſhment, I had enjoyed in the former 
years, and now to wander in a wilderneſs of deſer- 
tion, ſin and temptations, even after J had got ſuch 
clear views of my intereſt in God, as my covenanted 

God and Father in Chriſt, and the guide of my 
youth, and now to want the light of his countenance, 
and ſcuſible manifeſtations of his love, and down- 
pourings of the Spirit of grace. G! how bitter were 
the thoughts of all this to my foul! 

On the day following, I was pleading with God 
in prayer, that he would remove the darkneſs from 
my ſoul, and lift on me the light of his countenance 
again, and as I continued pleading, my foul was like 
to turn deſperate, and I opened my mouth thus un- 
reaſonably to God, and ſaid, take away my life, ere 
thou take away the light of thy countenance; and 
immediately the vail was drawn afide, and I got a 
fight of his glory. But O this pleaſant blink laſt- 


ed but for a moment, and my 4 did imme- } 
diately return. And on the day ſollowing, that 


word 


E 


word was brought to me with power, Pſal. xxxi. 


15. My times are wholly in thy hand: this I applied 


to myſelf, and ſaid, my times are alſo wholly in 
God's hand, and 1 believe, he will order them for 


my good. So I went on for ſeveral days pleading 


and hoping, that my enjoyments would return again: 


but alas! I was diſappointed, 


After this, there was one who was reported of 


for an experienced Chriſtian, with whom I endea- 
voured to be acquaint; and after converſe with her, 
I imparted ſome of my mind to her, and told her 
of my ſweet life J had enjoyed through the laſt 


year, 5 what a ſudden deprival I had met with. 


She told me that 1 muſt part with that life, or J 
muſt go out of the world, as alfo ſhe told me, of 
alife o faith a believer lived by, in this world, and 


that ſenſible manifeſtations were reſerved for eter- 


4 nity. And by a ſimilitude ſhe taught me, that 


Chriſt did with his young converts, as a woman 


1 doth with her child, when it is young, ſhe carries 


it in her arms, and leads it by the hands, but when 


it comes to more ſtrength, ſhe lets it walk alone, 
and take a fall, and rife again, and yet her love is 
E Gill the ſame: fo doth Chriſt with his people in 


their firſt entry into his way, he manifeſts much 


ol his love to them, but when they come to 
more experience, he withdraws ſenſe from them, 


that they may be taught to walk by faith, but 
yet his love is ſtill the ſame to them: as alſo 


1 ſhe told me, I muſt not think always to enjoy the 
blinks of divine light, and love, but I muſt come 


8 from the mount of en and take 
part of the dark ſteps of the wilderneſs, as the 


cloud of witneſſcs, 1 5 had gone before me, had 
done. 
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condition was, the word is in Deut. xxxii. 
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Lal: 


01 this was a good advice, but alas I knew not 
Row to take it. In my former life, I had been 


ſmitten by miniſters, and Chriſtians, and neareſt 


relations had been the inſtruments of my tryal, yet 


when all ſtreams were much dryed up, my relief 


came {till from the fountain himſelf, and if I parted 


vg that lite ſhe called ſenſe, I knew not how to 
IVE. 


Thus I lived for the time of two months, rea- 


ſoning with myſelf, how to live this life of faith; 

but ſtill my darkneſs did remain, and the beloved | 
of my ſoul had hid his face from me, and my con- Þ 
dition was fo ill, that one night in prayer, I began 


to caſt away my hopes, and in the ſame night that 
word was ſent to me with ſuch a rebuke, that ever 
fince, I durſt not raze my ſtate, however low my 
6. Do 
yr thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and un- 

This I did apply to myſelf, as a juſt rebuke 


uy my bad requital of all the Kindneſſes T had met 


with from a' gracious and kind Lord: ſo immediate- 


ly my foul graſped, as it were, and took hold of God, 
as my covenanted God, and I reſolved in the Qrength 
of his grace, never to quite grips ef my intereſt in kim, 


although my condition ſhould be never ſo low. 
After this, Satan began with his temptations, 
repreſenting himſelf to my fancy, in ſeveral ſhapes, 
and I was daily tormented with the fears of his ap- 
pearance. And one day as I was praying for the 


deſtruction of his kingdom, I thought he ſaid unto 


me, Forbear me, and I will forbear you. Short 
time after this, 1 fell under ſtraitening in prayer, 
and my former liberty and freedom was with held; 
upon this, Satan upbraided me, that I had yielded 
40 him. Another day I was praying, that God 


would-be with ſome friends, that were abſent from 


% o 


WW 


me, as allo with myſelf, and ſuddenly that was 
darted in upon me, that God could not be every 
where preſent. 
This temptation came with ſuch power, that it 
c ſtruck me ſilent: O! this was bitter to me, that he 
49 ſhould thus tempt me to atheiſm, and this imbitter- 
Q 


ed it the more to me, that God did with-hold his 
wonted help; for formerly, when Satan had thrown 
in his fiery darts at me, I would have found pre- 
| ſent relief, with a power ſent me, by which I could 
1 have drawn the ſword of the Spirit, the word of 
God, and fo have reſiſted him; but, alas! now 
the ſword is blunted in my hand, and] have no 
power to manage it: Satan alſo continued repreſent- 
ing himſelf to my fancy, in ſeveral ſhapes, and in 
the duty of prayer, he ſet moſt furiouſly on me, 
bo that I could not continue any time; but when I 
| was helped to draw the ſcreen of the covenant about 
me, and when I was allowed to pour out my ſoul to 
| a reconciled God, in a Mediator, and to view my Re- 
| deemer as a conqueror over Satan, and all his emiſ- 
| ſaries. One night in prayer, he made a viſible approach, 
ſo that I was forced to fly out of the place: yet the 
Lord mercifully appeared for my relief, and ſent 
„that word with power on my ſoul, Fear not, for I 
am with thee to deliver thee, Ia. «li. 10. And while 
l was thus moleſted with his temptations, and felt 
the members of the body of death ariſing againſt 
me, and my glorious Redeemer with- -holding the 
ſenſe of his love from me, this brought me into a 
great ſtrait, how to live in the world: and when I 
was thus ſitting down diſconſolate, that word came 
to me with power and life, I will guide thee with 
my counſel while here, and afterward receive thee to 
plory, as in Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. After this, the devil 
| | vent away, and left 5 for a ſeaſon with — | 
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of the exerciſe of all grace, as to my ſenſe and feel. 
ing; as alſo a deadneſs, and powerleſſneſs over - 
ſpread my ſoul, fo that there was no duty I could 
perform, as I had done, and there was nothing left 


I. 39 5 
of temptations, that had continued three quarters grac 
of a year. All this paſſed in the twentieth year eff mor 
my life, being the firſt year of this dark cloud. men 
The next two years, I ſhail join them both to- 1 
gether, for it proceeded from evil to worſe with! 
me; and theſe two years, there was not only a 
With. holding of the blinks of divine light, in the“ 
ſenſible down-pourings of the Spirit, and of the] 
ſmiles of divine love, but there was alſo a deprivalÞ 


me, but the views of my intereſt in the covenant, age 
and ſome hopes, that the Lord would return again per 


and if not in time, yet ſure at the end of time, II 
ſhould be put in the poſſeſſion, and full mn F- 6 


of my gloiious Redeemer to all eternity. en 
IJ am perſuaded, if this had not been allowed me, de 


I had gone diſtracted; for formerly, I would have lo 


wondered, when I heard the people of God, com- ve 
plaining of a wandering heart in time of duty, and 


of vain thoughts in time of hearing ſermon : but] te 
now alas! I found thoſe to my ſad experience, al- or 
though formerly I could have heard a ſermon, and : 
, prayed without a vain thought, but now I found it 


2 great difficulty to bring my heart to duty, and to 
keep it there, ſo I went from duty to duty, where 
formerly I was wont to enjoy the gracious preſence 
of Chriſt : but alas! my Beloved was gone, I ſought Þ 
him, but I could not find him; called him, but te 
gave me no anſwer, as in Song v. 6. Thus I went! 
on lamenting and bewailing my ſad loſs, but alas! 
I got no out-gate. O! the bitterneſs of ſoul I then 
did endure, both under the power of prevailing ſin, Þ 
a tempting devil, and a hiding God, with-holding 
| grace 


1 

grace to oppoſe, and batter them down. Muck 
more paſt in theſe two years, that 1 forbear to 
mention. 1 


Thus paſt theſe three ſad years of my life. Now . 


three years of this dark cloud are over; but alas ! 


the fourth year was darker than them all, for now 


I was not only deprived of the blinks of divine light, 
and of the ſenſible ſmiles of my Beloved ; but alſo 
of the ſenſible exerciſe of all grace, and all duties, 
had been exerciſed in: and this was not all, but 
| the chain of the devil was let out, and all the troops 
of infernal ſpirits, and ſwarms of luſts, members of 
the body of death, did gather themſelves together 
| againſt me. This did holy ſovereignty ſee meet to 
B rmit for ends known to himſelf, Here I ſtood 


 ipt naked of all my armour, as to my ſenſe, and 


| xpoſed to the open field of temptation, where I _ 
endured the thunder-bolts, and fiery darts of the 

devil; yet, notwithſtanding of all theſe, I was al- 
5 Jowed to hold at my grips of an intereſt in the co- 


venant. 


One day as I fat down to read my Bible, the 


tempter bade me caſt it away; it was not only once, 
or twice, he ſo did, but for many days he continued 
calling me to caſt it away, and I was fo far depriv- 
ed of my armour, that I could do no more to reſiſt 
bim, but hold my Bible with both my hands, and 


Veep over it. 


Another day as I was lamenting my weary life, 


when compared with the life I lived formerly, the 
tempter came with that temptation, Curſe the day 
wherein thou waſt born, and I could ſay no more 
Againſt him but this, O! ſhall that which was Job's 

ſin, be my duty? Thus I went for ſeveral days, 
: thinking ſtill my mouth would open, and curſe my 


day; but I deſire to bleſs the Lord, who preſerved 


9 2 me, 


„ 


; me; for I do not remember that ever I opened my 
mouth, or yet gave the leaſt conſent to this temp. 
tation; this was ſtill preſented to me, O! ſhall that. 
which was Job's ſin, be my duty? Yet the temp- 
ter continued, from day to day, ſo that the poiſon 
- 'of his arrows was like to drink up my, ſpirits, andÞ 


I thought it was with me, as it was with thoſe 
people, Deut. xxviii. 67. In the morning thou ſhall 


jay, Would God it were even; and at even thou ſha 
'fay, Would God it were morning, for the fear of thin: 
heart wherewith thou ſhalt fear, and for the ſight of 
thine eyes which thou ſhalt ſee, But that which was 
worſe than all this, my glorious Redeemer did til Þ 
hide his face from me, and the ſpirit of prayer was; 
withdrawn, and the fword of the Spirit, the word 5 
of God, was turned to be a dead letter; yet when! 


I was in this fad condition, my ſoul clave to God, 


and ſaid, Although thou ſbouldſt kill me, yet will I 
rruſt in thee, Job xin. 15. Thus I was allowed to 
hold faſt my intereſt in God, as my covenanted 
| God, notwithſtanding all that was come on me. 

After this, the tempter came with that temptati- | 
on, and faid, Murder thyſelf, for thou needeſt not 
fear, thy eternal intereſt is ſecured. This tempta- ; 


tion he continued for many days. 


One day I was praying alone in a ſecret place, and | 
: he ſet violently upon me, and preſented to me 


both conveniency and inſtruments to murder my- 
ſelf; upon this I was forced to fly out of the place. 


Another day, I was going ſome ſpace of way myſelf | 


alone, and in the way there was a ditch of water, 
where he ſet violently on me to drown myſelf, buſk- 
ing his temptation with this, Thou needeſt not 
fear, thou wilt immediately go to heaven, and the 


world will never know what is become of thee. | 
O! now I was like to go diſtracted, for I conld } 


give 


. . ]² vu . 
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give no reſentment ; but I was kept from yielding 


to him, and helped by an unknown ſupport of an 


almighty God, to reſiſt the temptation, in all its 


appearances. 
When I was in this fad condition, and like to 


| loſe my reaſon, I was one day on my knees before 
God in prayer, and, as I thought, both hell and 
| heaven were realized to my mind, and ſaw, as it 
were, the d vi] mocking at me, and ready to pull 
me in to him; yet, in the mean time of this ex- 
tremity, glorious Chriſt appeared for my relief, 
who hath the chain in his own hand, that holds 
the devil, ſo that he could not win at me; yet be- 
ing under great agony of mind, through the vio- 
2 lence of long and great temptations, I uttered un- 
| adviſed and unbecoming words before the Lord; 
but bleſſed ever be his name, he took me not at my 
word, as juſtly he might have done, but being full 
of pity, he forgave my ſin, and did not deſtroy me 
| becauſe of my fooliſhneſs. So it pleaſed a gracious 
and merciful God, to reſtrain the devil, and deliver 
me from his temptations for a ſeaſon, 


Yet alas! my caſe was little better, for my glo- 


"FE rious Redeemer did ſtil} hide his face from me, and 
grace was as low, and duties as lifeleſs as ever. O 
now! I knew not what way to take, to win back 
| to live the life I lived in the nineteenth year of my 
age. Now!] fell a reaſoning with myſelf, and alſo 
endeavoured to take a view of the experiences and 
exerciſes of the ſaints, as recorded in the ſcriptures, 
and I found them ſometimes going to ſecret, ſome- 


times to public duties, and ſometimes to watch men, 


and at other times to fellow-Chriſtians: all this 1 
found to be particularly in the caſe of the ſpouſe, 


as recorded in the Song, where I ſaw, the only 
taing ſhe ſought | ia all theſe means, was Chriſt him- 
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ſelf, and finding this to be my own caſe, thought I 
would endeavour to follow her example ; but alas! 
} was very low, both as to ſpiritual and natural 


ſtrength; I was not only low, as to the exerciſe of 


grace, but allo my natural facultics were much 
racked, and diſtempered, by reaſon of my long 
combat I had with the devil, and his temprations ; 
and my body was much weakened, by reaſon of 


with-holding thoſe things, by which nature is up- 
held. 


meditation, reading the word, for in them I was wont 


to enjoy the preſence of my Redeemer; as alfoI went 
to the public ordinances, and to miniſters, and to 


Chriſtians, but, inſtead of out-gate, and healing, I got 
wounds, and on the back of all, I was left ſtruggl- 

ing with unbelief, ſaying to me, that I would never 
get a blink of my Beloved's countenance this ſide of 


eternity; yet my ſoul anſwered in me, that not- 


withſtanding all the diſappointments I had met 


with, I would ſcek on till my dying hour; for 


during all the time of this dark cloud, I was allow- 
ed to hold faſt my intereſt in God, as my covenanted 
God in Chriſt my Redeemer, although at this time he 
was withdrawn, and did with-hold the ſenſible {miles 
and blinks of divine love and light, _ 

And while I was in this diſtreſs, and could pet 


no help fflom human hand, my gracious God re- 


membered me with another viſit, with his own fal- 


vation, which was one night in ſecret prayer, after 
this ſcaſonable appearance of God for my relief, 1 


found that the felt darkneſs, that had been on my 
ſoul theſe four preceeding years, was in ſome mea- 
ſure removed, and I was again reſtored to enjoy the 
light of the Lord's countenance which at this time 
frengrhened aud revived both my ſoul and natural 

. ſpirits; 


After this, I tried all thoſe means, ſ achas prayer and 
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ſpirits; and by an impreſſion that fixt in my mind, 
| was made to expect and believe that I was to be 
reſtored to former light and conſolation in Chriſt, 
but by other means and inſtruments, than former- 


ly I did enjoy. This diſcovery I had in the end of 


the twentieth and third year of my life, being the 


| fourth year of this dark cloud : on which I come 
to make the following reflections; 1. I obſerve, 
that the great change I came under in my conditi- 


on, was all in a ſudden to the worſe. 2. I ſee the 


| greatneſs of the mitigations and ſupports the Lord 
mercifully allowed me, as alſo the warnings he gave 
me from his word. 3. I obſerve, this darkneſs was 
not fundamental and univerſal, but partial and by 
degrees. 4. Here I may compare my caſe to the 
natural day, when the ſun is over-clouded, the air 

| turneth cold and unpleaſant, and yet there are ſome 
flowers and herbs, that grow as much under the 
cloud, as in the ſun blink: here I obſerve that when 
under this cloud, that overſhadowed my ſoul, it be- 
came a proper ſeaſon to exerciſe faith, hope, pati- 
; ence, and humility, which the ſun blink I enjoyed 
in the other years, did not ſo much call for. 5. I 
obſerve, how the divine perfections were diſplayed, 
in the various changes I came under. 6. I fee, and 
may ſay with the Pſalmiſt, that when the ſun goeth 
down, the beaſts of prey do go abroad, as Pal. civ. 
This I may ſay to my fad experience, that when 
the ſhining of the light of the Lord's countenance 
was with-held, Oh ! how did the beaſts of prey 


creep abroad to the ſpoiling of my ſoul. Thoſe 


| evils that prevailed againſt my ſoul, in this night of 
deſertion and temptation, were theſe. Te 


1, The devil the deſtroyer of mankind. 2. I 
found a recurſion of a body of death, that former- 


h had got a death's ſtroke ; thoſe two enemies op. 


poſed 
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poſed me, both jointly and ſeparately, ways unex-. 
preſſible, and innumerable. 3. My wonted- light, 
and ſeaſonable help was with-held. Oh! how com- 
parable then was my caſe to Sampſon's, I was in 


my enemies hands, and my ſtrength was gone, yet 


there were real good things, even in this ſad caſe. 


1 There was a real ſupport, and an Almighty 


power ſurrounding me, even when at my loweſt, al- 
though unſeen, and unfelt by me. 2. There were 
ſome words of grace ſent into my foul with power, 
as means of my ſupport and comfort. 3. There was 


a party in my ſoul, that abhorred ſin, and thoſe e- 
vils I was tempted to, But love to God as reconcil- 
ed in Chriſt, repained ſo as nothing could fill his 
room in his abſence.” J. I was allowed to claim my 
intereſt in, and relation to God, as my God in Chriſt: 
although Satan made uſe of this, as an argument to 
make me comply with his horrible temptations, yet 


my glorious Redeemer, that had the ſame ingredi- 
ent, in his ſtate of humiliation, and ſuffering, as 


recorded in Matth. 4. from the 3d. v. to the 11. en- 
abled me to ſtand it out, againſt the enemy, and 


keeped me from yielding to his temptations. 


As to the effects of this deſertion, and temptation, 
I remark, 1. That it much reſembles hell; for in 
hell there 1s the puniſhment of loſs, and the pu- 
niſhment of ſenſe. Ah ! 1 have been made to lee, 
and prize the worth of my enjoyments, by the los 
of them. Many a time I have compared my cale to 
the blind folk, the difference that was in the caſe of 
them that were born blind, and never had the be- 


nefit and pleaſure of light, and the caſe of them 


that had enjoyed their "ſight, and afterward have 
loſt it, the reflections of the one will be more bitter 


than the other: ſo was it with me, my refleCtions 


on my loſs tormented me. 2, The evils I felt in 
| mc 
Ut 
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me, and about me, and the effects thoſe evils had 
on both my ſoul and body, made up like a hell in 
my caſe. 3. I obſerve, that the felt ſenſe of the 
uſurping and prevailing power of indwelling fin, 


with the horrible buffetings of Satan, and a with- 


holding of the ſenſible or felt power of the Spirit of 
grace, to batter down and reſiſt thoſe, is like a hell 
to the renewed foul. 4. Here I oblerve a diſplay 
of infinite wiſdom, who only knew how to hide 


pride from my eyes, leſt I ſhould be lifted up above 


meaſure, with my former enjoyments: he did fo 
ſtrip me, as to let me ſee and feel, that 1 had no- 


thing, and could do nothing of myſelf, but what 


came from a ſuper natural power. el often compar- 
ed myſelf to a perfon, that was brought up nicely, 
and fared ſumptuouſly, yet afterwards ſtript of all, 
and cloathed with rags, and ſet down on a dung- 
hill among the beggars, this perſon's cafe is more 
imarting, and harder to be endured, than theirs 


| that had lived on the dunghill all their days, and 


never knew a better: O! when I thought on the 


Piſgah views and fore-taſtes of the promited land, 
| with the various and {weet entertainment I had met 


with, and when I compared it with my condition 
now, in ſome reſpects, it appeared worſe than theirs, 
that had lived all their days upon the dunghill of 
nature, for their life was agreeable to their diſpoſi- 
tion, and ſo they had a pleafure in it, but my life 

during theſe four years, was like a hell. There 
were two ſcriptures paſt often through my mind, 
while 1 was under this dark cloud, and as I appre- 
hend, they came from the enemy, to drive me to 
deſpair, the one is, Iſa. xiv. 12. How art thou fal- 
len from heaven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning, &c. 


the other is in Dan. iv. 32. And they ſhall drive 


thee from men, and thy dwelling ſhall be with the 
Fo" 9 beafts 
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beafts of the field. Thus did "I enemy Abri 
me, and ſo might erery one, had they known my 
_ 4 

And 1/5, Here, I have felt to my fad experience, 
how far the Lord may depart from the ſoul, and 
pet not leave it altogether, his gifts and callings be. 
ing without repentance, 2. I obſerve, that the di- 
vine perfections ſhine more in carrying a ſoul through 
deſertion and temptations, and delivering them out 
of the ſame, than any other trials they can meet 
with in the world, 3. I can fay from my experi- 
ence, that deſertion hath humbled me more, than 
all that ever I yet met with. So much for re- 
flection on theſe four melancholy and cloudy years. 


FIFTH PERIOD. 


Containing an account of the various exerciſes I came 


under from the 23d. Year of my life, to the 27th. 
In which year I left my parents, and came to Stir- 
ling, and by the preaching of the goſpel there, I 


was further cleared and confirmed in my former 
experiences, and reſtored to former light, and con- 
felation in Chriſt, and this as a bleſſed performance 
of what formerly he made me expect and believe, 


and all iſſued in a comfortable out gate from the 


ſad caje I was under in the former period. 


* E following year a reviving of my caſe was 
carried forward, as follows. viz, A reviving, 
and reſtoring the habits of grace, that had been 


under a long decay, and alſo more ſtrength given me 
to perform duties. TWw˖ o weeks after this begun re- 
viving, as I was going a piece of way alone, I ſet 


myſelf to improve this time in meditation; ſo I fell 
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a thinking, on what God had brought me through. 
thoſe years by-gone, and that he, after ſo long a 
time of abſence, had payed me yet another viſit. 
And when I was thus admiring the wonders of his 
love and grace, to me a poor, ſinful, and miſerable 
creature: he drew aſide the vail, and let down a 
beam of divine light into my ſoul, by which light 


I beheld ſuch manifeſtations of the myſteries of re- 
deeming love and grace. as here I am not able to 


put in words. But though my mind was wholly 
taken up in the contemplation of this unexpreſſible 


| myſtery of the manifoid wiſdom of God; yet by his 


care of me, I was brought {ate to my journey's end, 


| although, I was not much taken up about myſelt in 
| the way; but alas! this ſweet viſit ended with this 
| day. Yet after this, my foul had a ſweet repoſe, 
in truſting in the Lord, and I was ſtrengthened 

| every way. And ! ſet about examining of myſelf, 


and there was a reflex light ſent into my ſon}, by 


| which I got both a view, how the dark cloud of 
deſertion came on, and of my ſinful miſcarriages 


under it ; ſome of which 11 are mention- 


| din the four years by-gone. So when I thought 
| on my impatience, under the hidings of his bleſſ-d 


face, together with the harſh, and deſperate con- 
cluſions I many times did draw, with thoſe words 
in my mouth, as in Pſal, Ixxvii. 8, 9. I his mercy 
clean gone, will he be favourable no more, hath he in 
wrath Shut up his tender mercies, hath he forgotten 
to be gracious : When this, I ſay, I thought upon, 
together with the horrid temptations formerly mar k- 
ed, I was greatly aſhamed, And when 1 was con- 
demning myſelf for my ſin, I am pertuaded that 
Satan was not wanting, in charging on me the guilt 
of all thoſe temptations, as if I had yielded to them 
all Here 1 ſaw the tempter lie at the catch, for L 
was 
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was ſo far bemiſted, that I looked on myſelf as 


guilty, as if I had committed all that the devil had 
tempted me to; when as my conſcience bare me 
witneſs, in the ſight of God, that I conſented not to 
the commiſſion of any of them: but I ſay not this 
to juſtify myſelf before God, but to confute the 
devil. There was alſo two other ſcriptures, which 
I am perſuaded were ſent from Satan, the one was 
that in Job v. 1. To which of the ſaints wilt thou 
turn. Upon this I took a view of the faints fins, 
recorded in the word of God, and I could not-find 
amongſt them all the like of me, and I took a view 
of the ſins of the godly living in my own day, ſo 
{ar as I knew, but I ſaw none of them all to com- 


pare with me. As alſo, there were laid before me, 


ſome of the 985 ſins committed by the wicked and 
graceleſs world, yet mine were highly aggravated 
above theirs, for theirs were but the ſins of uncon- 


verted and graceleſs perſons, but mine were againſt 


a reconciled God in a Mediator, and manifeſted 


love: on this followed the other ſcripture, Heb: 
vi. 4. For it is impoſſible for thiſe, who were once 


enlightened, and have taſted of the heavenly gift, 


and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


have taſied the good word of Ged, 1 if ey ſhall fall 


away, to renew them again to repentance, &c. 


Upon this I was tempted to charge on myſelf the 


fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which is unpardonable, 


this {truck me with great terror: but bleſſed be the 
Lord, who diſcovered to me Satan's hook, within 


the bait, 
On this, I plucked up my ſpirits, and denied 


what the devil charged on me, ſo I remembered 
what I had read in Mr. Guthrie's ſaving intereſt, 


about this fin, he calls it a rejecting, and oppoling, 


the chief goſpel- truth, ang way of ſalvation to man 


by 
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by the Spirit of God, in the truth and good-there- 


of, and that avowedly, freely, wilfully, maliciouſly, 


deſperately, breeding hopeleſs fear. 
Here, I could appeal to God as my judge, and 


conſcience as my witnefs, that 1 was not guilty f 
that ſin; yet nevertheleſs, there was a ſtorm raiſed 


in my ſoul, by reaſon of this charge the tempter 


brought againſt me, together with many mitcar- 
riages I was guilty of: but I went to God, with 


theſe words in my mouth, and ſaid, O that thou 
«* wouldeſt pardon me, and tell me that thou haſt 
done it: I think I would be content, although I 
* ſhould never enjoy fo much nearneſs, and tweet 


| * bright blinks of divine lore, as formerly I had 
done.“ 185 | EE 
So immediately after this, I felt a power on my 
ſoul, that brought thoſe graces to a lively exerciſe, 


viz Faith and repentance ; for there was a full 


| ſight of my ſinful miſcarriages laid before me, with 
all thoſe particular aggravations, upon which my 


heart was melted down before God, and I felt the 
out-going of my ſoul to renew its acceptance of 
Chrift, as held forth in the promiſe of the goſpel, 


with an eye to the infinite value of the blood of 
ſprinkling, to take away fin. And while I was 


thus exerciſed, that word came with ſuch power, 
efficacy and light into my mind, as in 1 John i. 7. 
The blood of Feſus Chrift his Som cleanſeth us from all 


ſin. So, as thereby the guilt was removed from my 
conſcience, for I believed that God had pardoned 


me, and that ſweet word, (ho is a Gd like unto 


| thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the _ 


tranſgreſſions of the remnant of his heritage, he re- 


taineth not his anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth 
in m:rcy, Micah vii. 8.) was ſent for my fur- 
| ther confirmation that he had pardoned me, the 


viſion 


3 


viſion (6 to ſpeak) being doubled. O! here, 1 


cannot but admire the wonderful condeſcenſion of 
ſovereignty, in anſwering me thus, both in pardon- 
ing me, and telling me that he had done it: O! 
here did I ſee grace glorified, in pardoning one of 
the chief of ſinners. Now I could reaſon with the 


tempter, and ſay, although I was among the chief 


of ſinners, yet I am come to the chief of Saviours, 
who ts able to ſave to the uttermoft, all that come to 
God by him, Heb, vil. 25. 


After this I went on rejoicing, like the birds, at- 


ter a long ſtormy winter, when the ſpring begins, 


they ſing although the ſummer be not yet come : 
thus my ſoul, after the long winter of deſer tion, 
and ſtorms of temptation, began to rejoice in What 


God had done for me, although my condition at 


this time was as far different from what it was in 


my nineteenth year, as the light and heat of the 
ſun in the ſpring differs from its light and heat, in 
the time of ſummer. 


Thus, I went on rejoicing for ſeveral weeks, but 
yet, alas! my ſun was {till as in a cloud, according 
to the firſt part of the ſimilitude, mentioned as a- 
bove ; for, although God had removed the dark 
cloud, and ſent a reviving to my ſoul, ſo that du- 
ties became more pleaſant and refreſhing to me, yet 
there was a With-holding of the ſenfible down- 
pourings of his Spirit, and of the ſoul-transform- 
ing biinks of divine light and love, I had for monly 
enjoyed, 

O! here, I did greatly miſtake the way the be- 
Hover was to live in this world, having forgotten 
the ſolid advice I got from my dear Chriſtian friend, 
formeriy mentioned in the firſt year of the dark 
cloud, ſhe having told me, That the believer was 
to live by faith While here, and ſenſe Was reſerved 

for 
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for eternity. But ſhe being taken away by death, 
1 had now no human help to go to, to whom J 


could impart my mind; and as for the way of faith's 
bringing food from the promiſes, through the chan- 


nel of goſpel· ordinances, I was much unacquainted 
With it at this time. 


After this, I tried the ordinances, and fo labour- 


ed to bring every thing home, with application to 
| myſelf, ſometimes I heard man's miſery by the fall, 

| and the evil of ſin holden out, as allo the neceſſity 
| of regeneration, and of cloſing with Chriſt: atoL 
| heard fin reproved, calls to duty, and Chriſt com- 
| mended, and the ſouls that had cloſed with him, 
| and had gotten a fight of their intereſt in him, and 
| of the pardon of all their ſins, to be the happieſt 
| ſouls in all the world. And, upon reſſections on all 
| this, I could not deny but I was one of thoſe fouls 
| the goſpel called happy: yet alas! this anſwered 

not my caſe, for neither ſenſe of intereſt in Chriſt, 

nor yet pardon of fin could ſatisfy me, 
| was abſent from my ſoul, with the ſenſe of his love, 
and the light of his countenance: fo went on Rll 
lamenting my fad loſs. 
One day as I was ſitting in a kiln, where ſome 
grains of corn had fallen, and were ſprung up; at 
the ſight of which I fell a reaſoning with myſelf, 
when I thus ſaw it ſprung up, although it was in 
| the winter time, and wanted both the warm beams 
| of the natural ſun, and the ſhowers to water it: 
this J applied to myſelf, and ſaid, May not grace 
grow in thee, although thou wants the comfortable 
| beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs, and ſomewhat 


vhile he 


winter with thee. Yet here I ſaw that which was 


ſprung up, could come to no perfection, without 


the heat of the ſun, and the warm ſhowers to wa- 


ter it; no more could race grow in my ſoul, with 
out 
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watering influences of the Spirit of Chriſt. 


nance, Thus I went in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, 


' miſcarriages under that dark cloud, and when ! 


to my mind, what is recorded concerning Moſes, 
David, and Solomon, whole fins were all followed 


he never got over to the promiſcd land, as is Deut. 
XXX11, 50, $i, David's fin was marked with that, 


1 4 1 


Gut the blinks of the Sun of righteouſneſs, and tl 


And whiie I was thus lamenting my fad loſs, 
that was brought to mind, what David did to Ab. 


ſalom, after he had killed his brother Amnon, he m) 


both gave him his life, and brought him back to ba! 
Jeruſalem, yet he denied him the fight of his coun . O 
tenance, as in 2 Sam. xiv, 24. This I applied to thi 
my ſoul, and ſaid, What doth it profit me, although I in 
God hath given me my lite, in pardoning me, ſee. = 
ing he wich-holds from me the light of his counte- 


{till crying to God for {ach a diſplay of his recon- 
ciled face, that might wipe away ſuch a long jens. 
louſy of his love. 


Again, reflected back on the horrible tempta. 
tions of Satan, formerly mentioned, and alſo my 


was thinking on theſe miſcarriages, it was brought 


with a remark : Moſes fin was marked with that, 


the {word was never to depart from his houſe. as 

in 2 Sam. xii. 10. And Solomon's, with troubles in I th 
his own time, and threatenings againſt his Pore Ut 
1 Kings xi. th 


When I thought on this, although there was no T 


particular fin I could fix on, yet I drew this con- ri 


cluſion, and ſaid, feeing God had dealt fo with tb 


thoſe eminent worthies, what might I expect, and N ut 


yet God be righteous in ſo doing, according to the I tc 
covenant of grace, as in Pfal, ah: 32. Then will | ta 

- vifit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their N 1! 
Te ary d firipes, Nevertheleſs wy loving Rind. ¶ f. 


nejs 


] 


t & 
8% will I not utterly take from 1 cc. Upon this, 


1 went to God with theſe words in my mouth, and 


aid, If my fins be ſuch, as thou wilt mark with A 


| perpetual 5 let it be on my body, and not on 


my ſoul: O give to me the light of thy counte- 
nance; and dv with my body what thou pleaſeſt. 
O poor and toolith wretch that I was, who would 


thus take upon me to preſcribe to the Almighty ; yet 


in this he took me, as it were, at my word. 
Few days thercafter, the Lord gave to me the 
light of his countenance, and with ir he ſent the 


rod upon my body, which was both undeſirable, as 


to its nature, and dangerous as to its effects: upon 


this there were ſeveral words ſent unto me with 


power, ſuch as, ho is a Cad like unto thee, Won- 
derful in counſel, great in power, terrible in work- 


| ing, and doing wonders : thoſe words remained 


with me, until I ſaw them all made out; and I was 


made with ſubmiſſion to ſay, the cup that infinite 


wiſdom and love, had mixed, why ſhould I retuſe 
to drink it? S0 1 went on for the ſ pace of two months 
rejoicing in what God allowed me of the light of his 
countenance, although the rod was made more and 
more heavy. 

So it came to la, that through length of time 


the rod came to ſuch a height, that it rendered me 


unfit for all duty; yet the more the rod increaſed, 
the greater were the manifeſtations of divine love. 


The continuance of the rod confuſed my natural ſpi- 


rits, and unfitted me for duty, ſo that I could nei- 
ther read, pray, nor hear the word preached, but 
unbelief began to reaſon thus, how thought I to win 
to heaven, when 1 could do nothing, as means to 


take me there; yet when unbelief was realoning, 


there came an immediate breathing of the Spirit of 
tiith, that raiſed up my ſoul, and I faid, I hbelicved, 
E | although 
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although I ſhould perform no more duties, yet my 
glorious Redeemer was able to take me to glory. 
But while the rod continued thus heavy, my pa- 


rents and others, would have me to uſe means to have 


it removed, and the ſixth command alſo told me, 


that God had commanded the uſe of means for 
| Health to the body, as well as for the ſoul : ſo the 


rſt thing that was applyed, with a deſign to have 
the rod removed, was remarkably bleſt for its re- 
moval, and ſo that ſame day, that the rod was re- 
moved, I was deprived of the bright blinks of di- 
vine love, and ſweet breathings of the Spirit. 

O now my conſcience {mote me, and my for- 
mer requelt to God came in my mind ; which was, 


if he would mark my fins with a froke, he would 


let it be on my body, and not upon my ſou], and 
that he would give me the light of his counte- 
nance, and do with my body what he pleaſed : but 
now, alas! he was gone, he was gone, and I was a- 
ſhamed to ſeck the countenance of my Redeemer 


any more. 


O1 Now I cried out and ſaid, , What good will 
* my health do me, when my Beloved is withdrawn, 


and hath hid his face from me, for his preſence is 
© my heaven, and his abſence is my hell, my lite 


lies in his favour, and my health in the light of 
his countenance,” Thus ended the twentiech and 
fourch year of my life. 

After this I went in the bitterneſs of my foul, for 
ſevcral days, lamenting my fad loſs. O now | faw 
the ſecond part of the limilitude formerly mentioned 
made out, for my light compared to the ſun in 
ſummer, was now under a cloud, yet I was made 
to believe that it was to ſhine again, but in a way 
different from what I had formerly enjoyed: but 
how this would be, I could not underſtand as yet. 

| Anc 
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And ſo I came under the conſideration of the rod 


had been under, and I found it had left a fad 


print behind it upon my natural faculties, and par- 
ticularly a weakneſs in my judgment and memory, 
by what formerly I had found, although I had been 
but half a year under it; yet I thought if it had 


been continued but a very few weeks longer, it 


would have rendered me unfit for ſerving God, or 


pet my generation. On this conſideration, I found 
| it was my duty to uſe lawful means, for the reco- 


very of my body from fo great a ſtroke, 
After this I went on ſtill lamenting my ſad loſs, 
drawing the ſad concluſion, that I would not get 


one blink of my glorious Redeemer's face this fide 


eternity. 
O ! this bred impatient longing for death, and 


made me think a day as a week, and a week like 


a month, and a month like a year, and a year as 


an age; and fo I cried out, O time, time, fly 


away, and O death when wilt thou come, that [ 


may be put in capacity to ſce, and enjoy my glori- 
ous Redeemer. 

One day, when I was thus longing for death, I 
was in a place where a burial was going by, I look- - 
ed to the corpſe, and turned mine eyes to heaven, 
| charged myſelf before God, and ſaid, Believe that 


one day thou wilt die, and go as that perſon is go- 


ing: O how low was my faith brought, by reaſon 


oi this impatient longing for death, 

On another day, I was in meditation on bleſſed 
eternity z and on thoſe glorious myſteries the 
ſoul will be allowed to behold, and enjoy after 
death. 

And while I was beholding, and Loging to bz 
there, that word came to me with ſuch power, as 


it Cod had called to me out of heaven; your time. 
1 | E 2 \ . 


L 2 
is always ready, But my time is not yet come, John 
vii. 8. which gave to me a fad challenge, for my im- 
patient longing for death. 

After this I reſolved to try a life of faith, by the 
goſpel; and alas! in the place where 1 then lived, 
- I had never got out- gate by the goſpel there dif. 

nſed. And although about a year ago, I thought 
Fr a particular call as from the Lord to remove 
from that place, yet {till I delayed to anſwer the 
fame, becauſe, as I then apprehended, it was un- 
reaſonable ; but neceſſity at length conſtrained me 
to leave my parents, the doing of which was very 
exerciſing to my mind. And that which greatly 
added to my difficulty was this, my body was 
brought low by indiſpoſition, and ſo rendered un- 
fit to gain my daily bread : upon which, ſenſe to- 
gether with unde! ict ſaid, I behoved to have food 
and raiment, and the laws of God and man requir- 
ed the uſe of lawful means to obtain it. And While 


1 was thus ſtruggling with ſenſe and reaſon, theſe | 


words were {ent to me with power; Be thou care- 
ful jor nothing, for he careth for you : © ye of little 
faith, doth your Father feed the beaſts of the field, 
and cloath 8 lillies and graſs which is in the field; 
will he not feed and cloath you, Phil. iv. 6 1 Pet. v. 
7, and Luke xii. 24, to 28. By theſe ſcripturcs 
my faith was much ſtrengthened, and J was there- 
by encouraged to anfwer the cal n all op- 
poſit! LION, | 

I There were ſeveral things fel out, that cleared 
my way in anſwering this cal, particularly the mi- 
niſter of the parith wherein J lived, I may fay I 
could never profit under his miniſtry, and inſtead of 
healing I have been more and more wounded, 

One time in particular, he was preaching on the 


COVEnant of grace, but what he advanced on that 
| {abject 
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ſubject I could not join with, being contrary to - 


what the Lord had made me experience of the 
freedom and fullneſs of his covenant : but at this 
time the Lord mercifully ordered in his wiſe provi- 


dence, that the miniſter went from home for ſome 
time, and ſo next Sabbath I went to hear an igh- 
bouring miniſter, who was directed to preach apon 


the ſame text and ſubject, and by his ſermon my 
experiences were cleared up, and I was more con- 
firmed, from the word of the Lord, in the former 
views I had gotten of God's covenant. And fo I 


came away confirmed of my hope on the ſame foun- 
dation; bleſſing God for that ſermon, and admir- 
ing his wiſe and wonderful providence in bringing 
me to har it; reſolving no more to try either my 
ſtate or caſe by my own miniſter's doctrine. Several 


other paſſages there were to this purpoſe, which 
mall not here be inſerted, 


Yet notwithſtanding of all that vaſt, 1 was ſo 
loath to leave my parents, that I earnellly prayed the 
Lord, if it were his will, he would make his mini- 


ſtry yet edifying to me, but this I found not. I 
had alfo the caſe of the congregation laid before mc, 


and was made to ſee how low the life and power of 


religion was amongſt us. I not only miſſed the 
Lord myſelf, but I ſaw a fad cloud of ſecurity and 


ladnels both on miniſter and people. And while 
I was greatly exerciſed in mind, and like to fink 


both under my own caſe and the caſe of the congre- 
gation, that word in Rev. xviii. 4. Come out of her 
my people, that ye be not partaker of her fins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues. As this word 


made a great impreſſion on my mind, fo it haunted 


me from day to day, fo I was ther eby ſtirred up fre- 


quently to pray to the Lord, that he would ſhew _ 
me his mind by it. And fo it was more and more 
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L 70.3 
cleared up to me, that it was the Lord's call,! 
ſhould leave that pariſh and miniſter. Yet I ſtrug 
gled under this a whole year, being ſtill loath to leave 


my parents they being now come to age, and the 
reſt of their children being married from them, and 


if ſhould thus leave them, it might give offence, 


and be a talking to the neighbourhood; upon the 
thoughts of this my ſpirit was like to ſink: then I 
began to uſe arguments with my parents for their 
removing out of that place; but they would not 
hearken, But then I thought, O if the miniſter and 
people were convinced of the decay of religion, and 
of the Lord's withdrawing from amongſt us, ſo as 
to join together and pray him back again. 5 

On this conſideration I went to the moſt i 
enced in the congregation, and aſked them, it our 
caſe as to the life and power of religion, was not al- 
tered to the worſe, by what formerly it was ſome 


- Yours ago, With ſeveral things to that purpoſe; they 
anſwered me, it was too true that I ſaid, but they 
ee unconcerned under all theſe evils. After 


this I went to the miniſter, and began my diſcourſe 
with a complaint on my own caſe, He anſwered me 


thus, folks are born with a pope in their belly, they 
would have always ſomewhat to worſhip: after what 


he faid, I told him there were three ſcriptures ! 
thought were faſt fulfilling in our day; one was, 


There is a generation pure in their own eyes, yet not 


waſhed from their filthineſs, Prov. xiit. 12. Another, 


Ard becauſe iniquity fhall abound, the love of many 
hall wax cold; and that in Phil. ii. 24. For all ſeek 


their own, nat the things which are Feſus Chriſt's. 


He anſwered me thus, The world is not given to 


your rung, 


With theſe anſwers I was ſore ſmitten, and [ Was 
like ta ſink, all means having now failed me, and [ 


could 
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could ſee no out- gate; but then I reſolved to go for 
a quarter of a year to a ſueing-ſchool, to be a ſeam- 
ſer, in order to gain my bread : this, I thought, 
was the beſt way to get from my parents without 
reproach. So I acquainted my parents with this de- 
ſign, upon which they conſented to let me go for 2 
little time. 

And now the day came that 1 was to part with 


| my parents; but nature and unbelief joined with 
ſenſe and reaſon, was like to overcome my faith; 


yet I was not a mile in the way, when my merciful 


and gracious God did appear for my relief, with a 
diſplay of divine love, and a blink of divine light, 
and gave me a full ſight of the covenant in all the 


relations thereof, and that a reconciled God, in a 


Mediator, would be to me inſtcad of a father and 
mother, and all other relations: and alſo I got a 


renewed view of that promiſe, formerly marked, 


That my bread ſhould be given, and my water ſhould 


be . ſure, The ſweetneſs I thus found in the 
way to Stirling (the place to which I came) turned 


my ſorrow into joy, and revived all my ſpirits. So 
divine providence ordered my lot in a family in 


Stirling, where the fear of God was ; and the firſt 


Sabbath I was in that place, I felt an immediate 


power.coming along with the goſpel, reviving both 


to ſoul and body; ſo from that day forth, I found 
a daily recovery, and alſo the Lord inclined the 


hearts of the godly to favour me. 
. O! now my light, compared to the ſun, did a- 
gain ariſe, according to the third part of the ſimi- 


litude, recorded in the twentieth and third year of 


my life, yet in a different way from what I did for- 
merly enjoy. There were alſo many ſtrange ſteps of 


providence I met with in this year, which were great 
matter of exerciſe, and fore trial to me, which here 


I ſhall 


1 ſhall forbear to mention. Thus ends the twentl. 


eth and fifth year of my life, being the year 1710, 


The next year I continued under the goſpel, and 
Pleaſant means of grace, by which I was tried, to 


the very firſt ſtone of the foundation; for I labour- 


ed to bring the whole tract of my life, from my 
childhood to the day and year in which I now lived, 
as alſo all my experiences, both of good and evil, 
to be tried by this goſpel; and I deſire to bleſs the 
Lord, as long as I live, for the reflex light, and 
compoſure of mind, together with the rectitude of 
ſoul, and ſtrength of inward faculties, that was al- 
lowed me in this great trial of myſelf, by the clear 
and powerful goſpel I now came under. 

And when the method of ſalvation by Chriſt, re- 
vealed in a covenant of grace, was laid before me 


in this goſpel, together with the whale of my ſoul's 
_ exerciſe going before, as alſo the ſoul's raking hold 


of, and by promiſed power going into the whole 
method of ſalvation by Chriſt, according to the te- 


nor of the goſpel-covenant. When all this, 1 ſay, was 

laid before me in that light that ſhined on my ſoul, 
1 did go back to the ſtone- dyke, and hill-ſide, lod 
where God, when 1 was reading his word, then 


ſhined on my ſoul, and there did inform me of all 
this that the goſpel had now laid before me; as allo 
the very ſcriptures thoſe miniſters brought In, as 


proofs of all thoſe things above-mentioned, were 
the very fame ſcriptures, that were ſent to me with 
light and power, by which 1 was formerly informed 


in all thoſe things I now heard clearly opened up. 


Thus my conſcience bore me witneſs, that by the 


power of grace, I had cloſed with, and gone in to 


the whole of this ſalvation, as the goſpel had hol- 
den it out to me, and this I ſaw, and did believe, 
hat the foundation of my hope did ſtand ſure. 


O here 
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O here! I cannot but wonder and admire that 
my experience did ſo well agree with the ſubſtance 
and matter of the foundation of the ſoul's hope, as 
now holden out in the goſpel, and yet fo preatly 


different, with reſpect to the different degrees of 


my exerciſes, and alſo the way, means and inſtru- 


ments by which I did obtain my reſtoration to for- 
wer light and conſolation in Chriſt, Which I was 
made to believe. 


O here ! 1 got a diſplay of the height and doth 
| of ſovereign grace, and of the wondertul way of the 


Lord's manifeſting the ſame, who ſometimes works 
above and beyond means; and yet makes his work 
perfect, according to the ſtated method of the co- 
venant of grace, which I deſire to adore and praiſe 
for time and through eternity. 

Thus I continued about the ſpace of four months, 
and fo returned to my parents, and ſtayed about a 


month, and now I ſaw it more and more impoſſible 
for me to live in that place, and under the miniſtry 
therein, than before. So] told my parents, I could 
| not ſtay; : my mother aſked me what I had a- mind 


to do, and how I was a mind to live. 
J anſwered her, There was the golden mine of 
the promiſes, and the broad board of divine provi- 


dence, together with the uſe of ſome lawful imploy- 
ment, by thoſe I am a- mind to live. So providence _ 
provided me with ſervice in the town of Stirling, 


that ſame place I had been in the former four 
months. As for my ſo leaving the place of my nati- 
vity and miniſtry, on thoſe above-mentioned reg- 
ſons, 1 can appeal to God as my witneſs, and who 
believe will be my Judge, that it was not preju- 


dice, nor any other reaſon, but the life and food of 


my foul I was ſeeking, which I found to my real ex- 
Faier under the miniſtry at Stirling. 


Thus 
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niſter, and that now I had left the place on that K 


doubt not but they had a good deſign in ſo dong 
but he took it very ill. 


feſſing party in that place where I lived: I may fay 


have borne it, But I deſire that the Lord may con- 


1 
Thus I came away from my parents, and ventur. 
ed amongſt ſtrangers, in obedience to that call I for. 
merly mentioned, and in faith of the promiſe, Thy 
bread ſhall be given tree, and thy water ſhall be ſure 
Ia. xxxXi!1. 16. And in faith. of that part of the 
covenant, what God would be to me, in makin 
up the want of all relations, comforts or worldly 
profits, that by this undertaking, ſenſe and reaſon 
ſaid to me, I would loſe, 
I had been but ſhort time away, when it was 
obſerved by ſome friends, that I had not been ſatis: 
fied with the goſpel, as preached by our pariſh mi. 


count: and this they informed the miniſter of; 


After this I ſuffered much reproach by the pro- 
with the Pſalmiſt, F it had been an enemy I could 


viace and forgive them, for nothing was I ſeeking 
after, in my leaving my parents, "and coming to 
Stirling, but the food of my ſoul, and this I can 
appeal to the Scarcher of all SR And however 
ſome have reproached me, this I can declare, that 
my thoughts, as to the ſtate of that congregation, 
and impreſſions of the plagues I fear may be coming 
upon it, if mercy prevent not, mixed water in the 
beſt of my wine, and made me wake when [ ſhould 
have ſleeped. 

For, 10 long as the Lord was lenſes. in his ſo- 
vercignty to allow on me the more than ordinary 
manifeſtations of his love, I never ſought after ano- 
ther life: but when he ſaw it meet to ſtrip me of 
that life of ſenſe I lived in the vounger parts of my 
years, and was allo pleaſed to Clear it up to wee 

that 
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that I was to ſeek after a life which was by faith in 
and through the channel of goſpel- ordinances, 
which, after I came to Stirling, I found in my 
real experience, as the daily food of my ſoul ; for 
J, by this goſpel, had my ſtate confirmed, and my 
various exerciſes cleared, and fo I was taught how 


to make uſe of Chriſt and the promiſes, FTP day, 


for life and ſalvation. 
After this, I fell a reaſoning with myſelf, whe- 


ther my former life, or the life I now lived under 


the goſpel was beſt, for although by the preaching 


of the goſpel, I ſaw to whom I belonged, and where 


| was, and what I was doing, and had truths to 


| feed on, according to the meaſure of the light of 
| faith now beſtowed upon me; all which were ſweet 


and fatisfying to me: but the former life I lived, 
being a life of preſent ſenſe of divine love, and blinks 
of divine light, with the ſenſible down-pourings of 
the Spirit I was wont to enjoy, O! the conſidera- 
tion of this, took away much of the ſweetneſs of 


that life I had by the goſpel. 


Oh! now I longed to be away, for full ſatisfac- 


| tion I could not find; and when J was in this diffi- 
| culty, I imparted my mind to Chriſtian acquain- 
| tances, and they all perſuaded me to live a life of 


faith by the goſpel, for (ſaid they) that life. you 


are [ceking, is à life of ſenſe, and that is reſerved 


for eternity, this I tricd for ſeveral weeks, but found 


no ſatisfattion. 


Yet one day, when I was deſpairing of ever ob 
taining any of the days of my youth again, while 
in prayer that word was ſent to me, Hotea ii. 14, 


15. Therefore behold, I will allure her, and 


bring her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfor- 
* tably unto her. And I will give her the valley of 
* Achor for a door of hope, and ſhe ſhall {ing =» My 
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* as in the days of her youth, &c.” O! 1 thought 


this ſcripture was ſuitable to my cafe, for I had been 


in a wilderneſs of temptation, in 4 wilderneſs of 


affliction, and in a wilderneſs of deſertion. And 


what God had promiſed to his church in general, 


was ſometimes made out to his people in parti- 


cular. 
By this I wan to ſome hope, that God would re- 
turn to me ſome of my days of youth, and I was 


pleading and hoping that God would return: ſo, 
after this, there fell out to me a piece of trial, that 


I thought I was not able to go through, unleſs J 
got more than ordinary aſſiſtance. At that time 


_ God mercifully allowed me two of my days of 
pouth; but alas! this blink was ſoon over, and [ 


was returned to where I was. Thus paſt the twenti- 
eth and ſixth year of my life. 

After this I went on lamenting and complaining, 
thinking that my Beloved was gone away in anger, 


and would never manifeſt to me the ſenſe of his 


love on this ſide of cternity : ſo I fell a reaſoning 
with mylelf, how to learn the divine myſtery of 


the life of faith; but alas! I could not take it up, 


nor underſtand it, ſo as to practiſe it, the apoſtle 
calls it a believing what we could not ſee, accord- 


ing to 1 Pet. i. 8. As having nothing, yet poſſeſſing 


all things, according to 2 Cor. vi. 10. But all a- 
long, ſince the morning of my day, there hath been 


a party in my ſoul, that could never be ſatisfied 
without poſſeſſion, in leſs or more degrees. This 


flame of love was kindled long ſince in my ſoul, 
and hath been maintained by the ſenſible manifeſta- 
tions of the love of God to me: Oh! this flame did 
barn ſo hot, at ſometimes, that nothing leſs than 
the ſenſible rated the Object beloved could 
quench, 


_ And 
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And when I was thus reaſoning with myſelf, 
that compariſon was brought to my mind; if a rich 
man would marry a poor woman, and {o infeſt her 
in all that he had, yet if he ſhoald deny her him- 
ſelf, ſhe would not be ſatisfied, if ſhe had true love 
to his perſon : this I applied, and faid, Although 
God would intereſt me in all that heaven and earth 
could afford, and though he would deliver me from 
the wrath to come, and pive me the pardon of all 

my ſins, and all pleaſures imaginable; yet I could 
never be fatisfied, if he with-held from me himſelf, 
and the ſenſe of his love; for I am perſuaded, that, 
as there is a real difference between a man and 


| his benefits, ſo is there between God and his 


benefits, 
After this, one Sabbath- morning, in ſecret prayer, 
I was pleading, That glorious Chriſt would come to 
my ſoul with ſuch a revelation of his reconciled 
face, and manifeſtations of his divine love, that 
might wipe away a ſeven year's jealouſy that I had 
entertained, and had all along remained with me, 
ſince the dark cloud came on iy ſoul, as formerly 


recorded. 


And when I was thus ale I was ſweetly 
tranſported, and I felt a renewed act of Power put 
forth on my ſoul, and on every faculty thercof: O! 
here there was great light ſhined into my 9 88 
ſtanding, by which I got a tenewed fight of glori- 


ous Chriſt, as fully qualified and furniſhed to an- 
ſwer all my wants: alſo I found the fame power 


put forth on my will, making it to comply with, 


and go in, to all that was manifeſted to me in this 


| ant, that ſhined on my underſtanding, as allo the 
afteclions, n namely love and deſire were drawn to 
ſuch life, ſo that the f park that was formerly kindl- 


ed 
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ed was now blown up, and burnt with ſuch a flame 
that was like to conſume me. 
After this, for the time of four months, there 


was a great alteration in my caſe, for, during all 
this time, for ordinary, duties went well with me, 


and frequently in prayer and meditation, my {ou! 
would have been ſo opened and enlarged, and tuch 


acceſs to the throne of grace allowed me, and ſuch. 


blinks of divine light ſhined on me, fo as I thought 
the vail rent, and I got ſuch views of glory, that I 
cannot put in words, 

Alſo, during this time, I got ſights of the glory, 
as ſhining in the glaſs of the goſpel, that I had ne- 
ver ſecn before. There were ſome ſermons, where- 


in I felt ſuch a power, and faw ſuch a glory, as it 
J had almoſt been ſwallowed up in immediate viſion, 


and at ſome times, I would have looked round a- 


bout me on all the congregation, and wondered it 
there was one ſoul that would go away, and not 


embrace glorious Chriſt, and that thought frequent- 
ly haunted me, What aileth the world at glorious 
Chriſt ? Yet all thofe glorious diſcoveries 1 got of 


| Chriſt, both in ſecret and in public ordinances, did 
not ſatisfy me, but was as fewel added to the fire 


of love and deſire after poſſeſſion and enjoyment of 
Chriſt, and that glory that had been many a time 


made to paſs before me. 


There was one day the flame of love 3 and deſire 
was ſo unſufferable, that I was forced to utter that 
requeſt to God, that he would either moderate 
thoſe delires, or ſatisfy them, for I was not able to 
bear up under them: upon the conſideration of this, 
there was a queſtion that I aſked at myſelf, whic h 
I could never anſwer, and it was this, Wnat of 
Chriſt wouldſt thou have? But O! I found the 


fullneſs of Chriſt as Mediitor was fo unfathomable, 


and 
1 
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and his love ſo unexpreſſible, that the more I ſaw 
of it, the more I taſted; the more I felt of it, ill 
] longed the more, I hungered the more, and the 
more I dived into it, | found it the more unfathom- 
able, and the queſtion unanſwerable. 


But I thought there was ſtill ſomething wanting 
[ was wont to enjoy, that J can beſt expreſs by this 


compariſon of a child that had been much dandled 
[by his father, and had got much of his love and 


ſecrets intimate to him, yet for ſome fault the child 
commits, the father caſts down his countenance on 
him, and baniſhes him out of his prefence ; on this 


the child falls a thinking, and ſo returns back to his 
father again and aſks forgiveneſs; to which the fa- 


ther condeſcends and forgives the child, and re- 


[{tores him to all his former privileges again, but 
jet denies him that intimacy and love-{miles, that 


he was wont to allow him ; this cannot but raiſe a 


jealouſy in the child's mind, that the father hath till 
|: quarrel againſt him. 


Thus it was with me, for once a day the Lord 


in ſovereignty dandled me on the knees of ſenſe, and 
| allowed me the ſweet ſmiles of his reconciled face, 
and revealed to me his ſecrets; yet afterwards, I 
was deprived of all thoſe enjoyments, the cauſe of 
| which is known to himſelf; yet after all this my 
gracious God like a tender: hearted father, reſtored 
| back to me a poor prodigal, the whole ſtock (ſo to 
| ſpeak) that I had loſt, with a liberty to make uſe of it; 
| yet alas! he did with-hold the ſenſible {miles of his 
| love, and denyed me thoſe ſecrets, and ſweet com- 


munion and intimate nearneſs I was wont to enjoy. 
Next, I fell a reaſoning, what ground or argy- 


| ment could I make uſe of in pleading with the Lord 
| 1orwhat my ſoul would beat; but here I could find 
Loground for reaſon to go 02, for it was ſovereignty 


alone, 


8 — Wa. 
3 Te” 


— — p ——— —— —— 


— * 
a” 


- _—— —— — 


e ons 
—m— 
— — 


Sr 


= e = 9: HS. n 


n tx TI „ EK 22 Z _ — 
: + ace — m = -, 
— pen ov > Tampa 
" 2 
— n 25 — — 
* — _— or — — * oy ; 4 
— hs r 


CONE — — — — ö 


— — — 
—— EUàæS—— 


reer 


alone, that brought me near at the firſt; ſo in thi 


ſovereignty, and freedom of grace, I would yet 
plead to be brought near again. 

After this, one day as I was in prayer, It pleaſ- 
ed a ſovereign and gracious God, as it were to rent 
the vail, where I met with a renewed diſcovery of 
glorious Chriſt, in the {weet rays of his glory, and 

manifeſtations of his divine love, that ravithed me 


and br ought me near hand, and ſo filled me with 


{ach a ſenſe of his love, that [ could hold no more, 
So 1 remained as if I had been in poſſeſſion for 


ſome time, but what I here both felt and ſaw, I 


will neither word nor write, and fo the vail return- 
ed and covered the manifeſted glory I then beheld, 


And when I faw the light of this world again, I 


carneſtly deſired to be diſſolved, that fo ! "might 
win to behold the bright and glorious face of my 
Redeemer, and iwim in his infinite fullneſs to all 
eternity. And while I was thus breathing after 
perfection, that word Iſa. vi. 8. Here am I, fend 
me, came with ſuch power and rebuke, that I im- 


mediately applied it to myſelf, aad thonght it was 


my duty to ſay with the prophet, Here am I, /ond 
me, about whatever the Lord had yer to do with 
me in this world, either ia the way of duty, or 
yet in the way of luffcring, it was fil my duty to 
be at his call. 

By this [ endeavoured to bring my ſoul to a ſub- 
miſſion, to live a while in this world, but O the 

* crumbs were ſo ſweet, that made me long to get 


up at the head of the table, where thall eat and be 
« {atisfied, and hunger no more, when the drops were 


8 0 refre(bing to my ſoul, O! I long to be at the 
tountain- head, where I may drink and be ſatisſicd, 
5 thirſt no more. O! ſince the drops are fo ſweet, 

hat muſt the oczan be, and ſince: the dark views 
885 « of 
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of glory, and the twinkling beams of the Sun of 


© righteouſneſs, be ſuch as nature cannot bear up 


© under, O! what will the bright views, and full 
* fruition of his face be to all eternity. 

O here ! I cannot but wonder, praiſe, and adore 
the ſovereignty of the grace of God, condeſcending 
ſo far to me, who am one of the vileſt of all the 


fallen race of Adam, and yet to condeſcend fo far, 


as to give a new diſplay of that glorious title he 
hath taken to himſelf, The hearer of prayer; for 


lo here! I obtained and received, a return of a 


ſeven years requeſt, which had in it ſuch a reward 


| of grace, with ſuch ſweetneſs and foul ſatisfaction, 
| that though I had burnt in hell all thoſe ſeven years, 


(if it had been poſſible) I think I am now well made 


| up, for during all thoſe years, ever ſince the cloud 
firſt fell on my ſoul, it was ſtill my cry, O when 


will Chriſt return to my ſoul with the ſenſe of his 
love; for his abſence made ſuch a want in my ſoul, 
and it gave me ſuch a wound, that nothing but 


his preſence could make up the want, and no- 


thing but his manifeſted love could cure the 


wound. 


For under ſuch long abſence, when I a poor 


miſbelieving wretch had drawn the ſad concluſion, 
| that glorious Chriſt would never manifeſt to me the 


ſenſe of his love this fide of eternity: and when I 


| was thinking that all my prayers concerning this 
| matter were caſt over the bar, and quite forgot, but 
yet even then glorious Chriſt came to my foul, with 


{ich a bright beam of divine light and love, as made 


me ſee to read my prayers written on the return of 
them, and gave me ſuch a fill of the ſenſe of his 


ve, that 1 could hold no more. OW 
After this for a month's time, I had many a 


ty2et fill of manifeſted love, for both in prayer, 
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and in meditation, I was ſo far ſwallowed up wich! $9 
the views and ſenſible enjoyments of divine love. © 
that I cannot here mark down, for thoſe enjoyment} #' 
are better felt than can be expreſt. In the time off # 


this month, I had an opportunity to partake of the 
Lord's ſupper, and on the faſt day I heard a fx 
mon, on Mat. v. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in heart J 
for they ſhall ſee God; the ſtrain of the ſermon wa 
to diſcover, who they are that were the pure uf * 
heart, and alfo what ſights they would get of Gal 
in time, and what they would get through eterniſh *< 
ty. In this ſermon I got a ſight of a miſtake I had, 
been in thoſe ſeven years paſt, for though I found 
in my experience, thoſe marks of the pure in heart, | 
and had potten thoſe ſights of God that the pure iſh 
heart had got in this life, yet all this did not ſatis = 
me, but ſo unreaſonable, poor, and fooliſh a creature 
Was I, although under a body of fin and death, and 
a body of fleſh and blood, yet to ſeek thoſe ſights 
of God, that were reſerved for heaven and eternity, 
which while on earth, no man can ſee and live, 
When thus I ſaw, that what I was ſeeking jw 
not to be had till after death, I earneſtly deſired t 
die on the ſpot, and wiſhed that my going away 
from that ſermon, had been to eternity. So on the 
preparation day I came back again, and it was 1 
pleaſant day to me, but particularly at night it 
prayer. And on the Sabbath-morning and througi 
the day, it was like a day of heaven to me, And d 
the table, my glorious Redeemer revealed himſel 
to my ſoul, and brought me near, and filled m- 
full with the ſenſe of his love, whereby I was mad: 
aſhamed that I ſhould have entertained ſuch jealou: 
fies of him and his love, after he had given me # 
many pledges thereof, and fo I reiolved in tht 
ftrength of. covenanted grace, that 1 would neve 
| queſtio! 


Ca T1 
| queſtion his love any more. On the thankſgiving 
day I heard a ſermon on Habakkuk 1ii. 17, Although 
the 122 ſhall net blaſſem, neither ſhall fruit be in 
the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the 
field ſhall yield no meat, and the flock ſhall be cut off 
fer. from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ftalls ; 
vet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
wall my ſalvation. O! this was a remarkable ſermon to 
n me, from which I was ſent away heme rejoicing, 
Joi for although the miniſter had made a queſtion of 
rn. every particular, and aſked it at me, I could have 

ail anſwered it from my experience. 
in So this pleaſant month came to an end, and this 
al light ran in a lower channel, yet my bands conti- 
- inf 4a to be looſed, and my ſoul was made to walk 
at liberty with ee ſatisfaction in the way 

un of duty, to the end of this year. 
nll There were alſo many other requeſts that I had 
hl returned this year, namely, The converſion (as I 
ity hope) of a near relation, under the impreſſions of 
Which II went more than twelve years, and if I had 
ll not ſeen a remarkable change on him, I could not 
t get it believed, but that he would be a caſt-away, 
but glory ever be to God, who in his day of power 
and converting, grace, made a viſible change on him, 
to the great comfort of all concerned; this 1 deſire 
to mark and remember to the glory of God while 
I live, who not only extended his mercy to ſuch a 
ſinner, but alſo allowed me to ſee it. There were 


that I forbear to name; ſo this pleaſant year came 
to an end. On which I put this remark, and calls it 
the year of the return of requeſts, and thus ended the 
twentieth and ſeventh year of my life, being 1713. 

Reflections on the exerciſes, recorded in the fore- 
going four ys. — 
| p 2 


alſo other petitions that I had returned this year, 
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. 
and in meditation, I was ſo far ſwallowed up with 
the views and ſenſible enjoyments of divine love, 
that I cannot here mark down, for thoſe enjoy ments 
are better felt than can be expreſt. In the time of 


this month, I had an opportunity to partake of the 
Lord's ſupper, and on the faſt day I heard a fer. 
mon, on Mat, v. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 
for they ſhall ſee God; the ſtrain of the ſermon was 
to diſcover, who they are that were the pure in 
heart, and alſo what fights they would get of God 
in time, and what they would get through eterni. 
ty. In this ſermon I got a ſight of a miſtake I had 
been in thoſe ſeven years paſt, for though I found 
in my experience, thoſe marks of the pure in heart 
and had gotten thoſe ſights of God that the pure in 
heart had got in this life, yet all this did not ſatisfy 
me, but ſo unreaſonable, poor, and fooliſh a creature 
was I, although under a body of fin and death, and 
a body of fleth and blood, yet to ſeek thoſe ſight: 
of God, that were reſerved for heaven and eternity, 
which while on earth, no man can ſee and live. 
When thus I ſaw, that what I was ſeeking fwa 
not to be had till after death, I earneſtly deſired 9 
die on the ſpot, and wiſhed that my going away 
from that ſermon, had been to eternity. So on the 
preparation day I came back again, and it was! 
pleaſant day to me, but particularly at night it 
prayer. And on the Sabbath-morning and throug 
the day, it was like a day of heaven to me, And at 
the table, my glorious Redeemer revealed himſel 
to my ſoul, and brought me near, and filled me 
full with the ſenſe of his love, whereby I was made 
aſhamed that I ſhould have entertained ſuch jealou 
ſies of him and his love, after he had given me #: 
many pledges thereof, and ſo I reiolved in tht 
{trength of. covenanted grace, that I would neve 
queſtion 


going four years, 


1 


queſtion his love any more. On the thankſgiring 


day 1 heard a ſermon on Habakkuk iii. 17, Although 
the fig 
the vines, the labour of the olive 
field ſhall yield no meat, a 
from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the flalls ; 
yet I will refoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 


tree ſhall net bloſſem, neither ſhall fruit be in 
ſhall fail, and the 
flock ſhall be cut off 


and the 


my ſalvation. O! this was a remarkable ſermon to 
me, from which 1 was ſent away heme rejoicing, 
for although the miniſter had made a queſtion of 


every particular, and aſked it at me, I could have 


anſwered it from my experience. 


So this pleaſant month came to an end, and this 


| light ran in a lower channel, yet my bands conti- 
_—_ to be looſed, and my ſoul was made to walk 
at liberty with ert ſatisfaction in the way. 


of duty, to the end of this year. 


There were alſo many other requeſts that I had 
returned this year, namely, The converſion (as 1 
hope) of a near relation, under the impreſſions of 


which I went more than twelve years, and if I had 


not ſeen a remarkable change on him, I could not 
get it believed, but that he would be a caſt-away, 


but glory ever be to God, who in his day of power 


and converting grace, made a viſible change on him, 
to the great comfort of all concerned; 
to mark and remember to the glory of God while 


this 1 deſire 


I live, who not only extended his mercy to ſuch a 
ſinner, but alſo allowed me to ſee it. There were 


alſo other petitions that I had returned this year, 


that I forbear to name; ſo this pleaſant year came 
to an end. On which I put this remark, and calls it 
the year of the return of requeſts, and thus ended the 
twentieth and ſeventh year of my life, being 1712. 

Reflections on the exerciſes, recorded in the fore- 
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{ obſerve firſt, that as this cloud came on ſenſi- 


bly, ſo it was ſenſibly removed in ſome meaſure. 
2. When the Lord returned to my ſoul, it was ea- 


ſily known by the following effects; There was a 


reviving of decayed grace, with a rectitude of ſoul, 


and a regulation of all its faculties, that had been 


much diſordered by the long cloud of darkneſs and 
temptation, as recorded in the preceeding years. 
3. I obſerve the Lord's wonderful love and pity to 
me, when in ſo melancholy a caſe, in making 
known to me that I was to be reſtored to former 


conſolations in himſelf, 4. I had a reflex light given 
me, by which I was put in caſe to examine myſelf, 
and my carriage through the fore- mentioned years. 


5. I was convinced and humbled for my ſinful miſ- 


carriages, and taught to renew my acceptance of 

_ Chriſt in the goſpel-way, and to act faith on him 
for new as of pardon. 6. The Lord made me 
to believe he had pardoned me, and ſpoke peace to 


my ſoul, by letting me fee what he had done for 
me, and had brought me through, and delivered 
me from: in all which I rejoiced for a. ſeaſon. 7. I 


obſerve, I was at a great loſs for want of inſtructi- 
on, and converie with experienced Chriſtians: I 
did not know a life of faith but ſtill purſued a life 

of ſenſe, fooliſhly thinking, with Peter, to dwell 
in the mount of manifeſtations, © O the great miſ- 
take I was in! for although the Lord had praci- 


© ouſly viſited me with many earneſts and pledges of 


| © his love, and thereby ſatisfied me as to my intereſt 


in the common ſalvation, yet I did not know that J 
* ſhould have ſubmitted to his will, and put a blank in 
his hand, as to more extraordinary allowances.” 8, I 


ſee how a merciful and gracious God bore with my 


weakneſs, and taught me by degrees, by ſending in 
a light into my ſoul with power, whereby I was 
_— made 
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[ 8 ] 
made to believe his word of promiſe, and fo made 
to truſt the ſame, in the midſt of contradiQting-like 


providences. 9. Here I may remark from my fad 
experience, that a dead and lifeleſs miniſtry, is 


among the greateſt outward judgments that any can 
come under. 10. I obſerve, where any of the 
Lord's remnant is ſo tried, that infinite wiſdom will 
find out a way, in which they ſhall be both taught 
and fed. 11, I am perſuaded that whatever the 


Lord call a perſon to, by his word and Spirit, they 


ſhould obey, and if they do not, dear will they pay 
for it: this is clear from the cafe of Jonah. 12. I 


obſerve, that when the ſoul undertakes duty, in 
| the face of the greateſt ſeeming contradictions, on 
the call and word of the Lord, and are helped to 


truſt his faithfulneſs, they ſhall find that not one 


word ſhall fail, that ever he ſpoke, and made them 


to truſt. And here I may compare myſelf to Corne- 
lius, who was ſent to Peter, that he might be 


taught what to do, as in Acts 10. And, firſt, here 
] ſee, how the divine perfections were diſplayed in 


bringing me to the goſpel, by which I was confirm- 


ed of former experiences. Secondly, I obſerve, I 


had many various caſes anſwered and cleared, 
Thirdly, The goſpel was to me as the daily food of 
my ſoul, I was taught by it to make uſe of Chriſt, 
and the promiſes, every day, for life and ſalvation, 
Fourthly, J obſerve a great difference betwixt my 


former life and this by the goſpel ; the former was 


2 life of preſent ſenſe, but this by the goſpel was 
reflection and confirmation; yet unleſs thoſe for- 


mer inſtances were in ſome meaſure allowed to ac- 


company the goſpel to me, I could not live by it. 
Fifthly, Here I ſee an emptineſs in all things below 


Chriſt, and every inſtrument and inſtitution to be no 


more but what the bleſſing, power, and Spirit of God 
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makes them to be. Sixthly, 1 obſerve, that As 
there is an agreeableneſs and natural tendency in the 
carnal mind, to be carnal ; ſo I have found a party 
in my ſoul all along ſince the morning of my day, 
purſuing conformity to God, and communion with 
him, and can never be ſatisfied without enjoyment 
in leſs or more degrees. Seventhly, 1 ſee this life 
made up of theſe three; 1. Wreſtling and purſuing. 
2. Enjoying. 3. Stripping out of thoſe enjoyments 
again, which makes me long to have the wreſtling 
lif- ended, that 1 may get away to full enjoyment 
and oſſeſſion, never to be ſtript any more. Eightly, 
IJ obſerve what a baſe thing it is for the rational 
creature, endued with a reaſonable ſoul, to wallow 
in the duſt like the ſerpent, and to purſue the dung- 
mill of this world, for either its pleaſures or its profits: 
O how much more excellent a life is it, to have the 
c afftettrons above, where Chriſt is at the Father's 
© right hand, believing and improving what he is do- 
ing there, and ſo keeping up a daily intercourſe 
and trade with heaven, in the exerciſe of faith and 
© other graces, by prayer and meditation: O this is 
© a life becoming the reaſonable ſoul !' Ninthly, I 
ſee that every new manifeſtation or revelation of 
Chriſt, in his mediatory glory, brings forth new 
acts of faith, and puts the ſoul in caſe to hold com- 
munion with the Lord. Tenthly, J obſerve, that 
when the deſires of the believing ſoul are kindled, 
and blown up by the breathings of the divine Spirit, 
| nothing will quench, or ſatisfy, but a new ſenſible 
enjoyment of his manifeſted preſence. 


SIXTH PERIOD. 


Containing an account of the various exerciſes I came 
under from the 27th. Year of my life, to the 3oth. 
more particularly how I was made to lay aſide my 
own private caſe for a time, and how he laid on me a 
concern for Zion, and public concerns of his glory, 
The fore-view I pot of a firoke coming on church 
and land ; and alſo the aſſured faith of a deliver- 

ance : both which came to paſs in the years 1715 
and 1716, 


N the beginning of the next year, thave fell a 


new cloud on my foul, and for the ſpace of a 
month I had not one blink; but there was one word, 


that was very {weet to me, John xiv. 19. Becauſe 


T live, ye fhall live alſo. 1 got leave to apply this 
word, as ſaid to me, and ſo believed that I ſhould 


live really, though not always comfortably and ſen- 


| ſibly : thus again I was put to the back of the door, 
which 1 could not well bear, who, in the end of 
the laſt year, had ſuch a pleaſant ſeaſon of the light 


of his countenance, and ſuch acceſs to him in pray- 


er, and other duties, with a high tide of the mani- 
feſtations of his love : but now I was deprived of 
thoſe enjoyments ; as alſo of the exerciſe of grace 
and ſtrength to perform duties, as to my ſenſe and 
feeling. % Os 

When I was in this caſe, one night as I was try- 


ing prayer, I could get no acceſs to the throne of 


grace, but was ſtill barred out; upon which I felt 


a party in me turning inveterate, and beginning to 


draw hard concluſions of glorious Chriſt, but im- 
mediately it was brought to my mind, what Fin 
f . | reſolv- 
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reſolved on at the laſt communion, that in the 
ſtrength of covenanted grace, I ſhould never queſ- 
tion his love any more, after I had gotten ſo many 
pledges of it. 

The conſideration of this, was a prefent help, 
and, by the bleſſing of the Lord, 6 ve a daſh to my 


unbelicf, and ſo faith took the fi 


I had ſome revivings, as to a life of faith, but as 


for ſenſe it was gone. 


After this, I was removed by providence from 
Stirling, where I enjoyed two years and an half of 
a clear goſpel light, accompanied with much power 


and life, on my ſoul, the parting with which was 
like the rending of the fleſh and the bones aſſunder. 
This ſtepof divine providence was very trying to me; 


J had no light from the Lord to this, but only an 


outward providential call; and in anſwering of it, I 


found great bitterneſs of- ſpirit, for my parents con- 


tinued calling me back, and nature and reaſon ſaid, 


I ſhould anſwer them: but ſtill I could get no light, 


yet I yielded to them, and took a new trial, but I 


could get no peace, which brought me in a great 
ſtrait what ro do : here God continued to hide his 


face from me, and providence ſeemed to work 


againſt me. 1 cannot expreſs the bitterneſs of ſpirit, 


and language of unbelief, I did undergo ; I wiſhed 
with myſelf, the Lord would take me to a deſert, 
where none that ever ſaw me before might ſee me 
again: the pretcnded reaſon of this fooliſh wiſh, 


was, leſt my diſcouragement and melancholy coun- 
tenance ſhould ſhame religion. 


But it pleaſed the Lord to open a door to me in 
a ſtrange place, but the change of place, and com- 


d again, by and 
on that word, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. Here 


I thought, there was both the fountain and the 
ſtream of the promiſe diſcovered to me. After this 


Ww T7 fy b# UW © FC 0D 7am iy W_ 


2 5—Y 22 © 


4 I. ED. (VJY WVW.. 


1 


9  Ww 1 


ma 
pany was very trying unto me, as alſo the goſpel 
there was not ſo pleaſant to me. Thus I remained 
for the time of two months, ſtript of all comfort, 
but God was ſtill my all, for at this time I was de- 
prived of my former comfort I had by the goſpel. 
The truths preached here were both ſound and real, 


but not ſo applicable to my caſe, I was alſo de- 
prived of the former comfort I had in acquaintances 


and relations, but that which crowned my miſery 
was, my God did till hide his face from me. 
At this time I had opportunity to hear a ſermon 
in another place, on theſe words, Pſal. xxili. 4. 
Yea, though JI walk through the valley and ſhadow of 
aeath, yet will I fear no evil, for thou art with me, 
and thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me. This ſer- 
mon was very uſeful to me, and I got much good 
of it in after meditation. 2 
Another ſtep of the Lord's kindneſs I met with 
in this time of the hiding of his face: there was a 
place where the Lord's ſupper was to be admini- 
ſtered, and my maſter and miſtreſs went there, with 
the reſt of the family, and they allowed me to come 
on the Sabbath, where I heard ſeveral ſermons with 
great ſatisfaction, but I behoved to return at night, 


and knowing there was one to preach in the even- 
ing, who had formerly been made ſingularly uſeful 


to my ſoul, and 1 would fain have ſtayed to hear 
him, and my maſter deſired me to ſtay, but I con- 
ſidered with myſelf, that no perſon being in the 
houſe, and if any evil ſhould befal it, it would 
bring a reproach on religion, and fo I reſolved to 
go home, believing God would make up my loſs. 
So I came off, and in the way home, my glorious 
Redeemer was pleaſed to anſwer my deſire, he drew 
aſide the vail, and let down ſuch blinks and rays of 
divine light, and manifeſtations of his love; fo that 
W EO I went 
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gate of heaven (ſo to ſpeak.) O that was a ſweet 
night to my ſoul ! and on the morrow, I aſked where 
that miniſter* had his text; and they told me, that 


it was thoſe words, Iſa. Ix. 19. Thy God, thy 


glory. And that the whole ſubſtance of his diſcourſe 


was about glory. 


O here! I cannot but admire the wonderful con- 


deſcenſion of a ſovereign God, that give me the 


very ſame in ſubſtance, immediately from himſelf, 


which he ſent to his people by that miniſter, as the 
inſtrument : here I deſire to learn a leſſon, that the 


Lord never allowed one duty to put out another ; 
if the ſoul be kept in the way of duty, it hath the 


better ground to expect the out- making of the pro- 
miſe. But alas! this blink was ſoon over, and my 


darkneſs did return, and unbelief got the field. 


There were two parties fought within me, unbelief 


ſaid, Thy God hath forgotten thee; but faith look- 
ing to the promiſe ſaid, I have engraven thee on the 
palms ef my hands, and can a woman forget her 
ſucking child, yea ſhe may, but I will not forget thee. 


as in Iſa. xlvi. 14, 15, 26: This ſtruggle continued 
a while, but faith at length did overcome, and took 


the field again on that word, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall 
tive alſo; thus I felt a power on my ſoul that made 
me ſay, God is my all, and I deſire no more, and al- 
though the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, nor fruit be in the 
vine, although all my comforts ſhould be 3 

own 
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* This miniſter was MR. JaMEs BRISBANE, mi- 
niſter at Stirling, who preached the ſermon in the 
evening of the communion Sabbath at Airth, June 


1743. 
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down together, yet will I rejoice in a reconciled 
God through Chriſt for a portion to my ſoul, in 
time and through eternity, 
After this, my own caſe was laid by for a time, 
and the Lord laid on me a concern for Zion, here I 
had the caſe of the land and church laid before we 
and how we were brought low as a nation by the 


woful union that was made between the two king- 


doms : under which many among all ranks are 


made to groan. And how we are brought low as a 


church. The government is now wreſted out of 
her hand, by a woful act of toleration, and patro- 
nage. Alſo a woful oath of abjuration, which hath 
cauſed a rent in hearts and affections both among 
miniſters and people, together with many other 


ſteps of defection, both before and ſince the revo- 


lution, that I am not ſo well acquainted with. Bur 


that which ſeals home our miſery is, the Lord is 
away from the ſpirits of his people. And ſo I was 
led back as far as I could mind, to conſider what 


pains God had been at with this church and land, 
both by mercies and rods theſe twenty and four 
years of a goſpel- light, with much peace, and ſome 
meaſure of purity of doctrine, and yet were not 
turned to God with all our hearts ; this and many 
other things were brought under my conſideration, 


which bred in me great fears, that God would pro- 


ceed in juſtice againſt us. 
Here it pleaſed my gracious God to allow me a 
part of a wreſtling ſpirit, and as I went to prayer, 


I had all thoſe faq things laid before me, with their 


particular aggravations, both as to church and 
land; and they appeared ſo great, that I was made 
to conſent to the juſtneſs of the ſentence, although 


God ſhould diſinherit the church of Scotland, and 
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tear his contract with her, and ſo caſt her out of 


his fight, ED 

O here, I was confounded and daſhed out of 
countenance, but yet there was ſuch a concern laid 
upon me for the poor church of Scotland, that I 
knew not what to think; only I thought on the 


example of Moſes, who was duſt as well as I, yet 


he went in, and ſtood in the breach between God, 
and rebellious Iſrael; on this conſideration I began 
to think, mipht not I as a member of the rebellious 


and backſliding church of Scotland, though as one 
of the vile{t of all the race of Adam, 


yet the more 
vile I am, let the more glory be to grace. When ! 


had thus reaſoned with myſelf, I felt a power by 
which my ſpirits were raiſed up, and I was brought 


under a deep meditation on the adorable myſtery of 


the holy Trinity, and allowed by faith to behold a 
God in Chriſt reconciled to ſinners, through whom 
there is acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father: here I 


got leave to order my cauſe before him, and I felt 


aà power, that made me vreſtle and plead with ſo- 
vereignty, and would not quit the poor church of 


Scotland, although I ſhould have died on the ſpot ; 


and while I was thus wreſtling as in an agony, 


there was like a voice that ſaid, Come hither, and 
I will ſhew you things to come; at which I was. 


ſurprized. 8 
Sol fell a reaſoning if it was my duty to aſk the 
Lord's mind of events concerning his church; at 


which the enemy took his advantage, and threw: 
that into my mind, Was there ever any of the fe- 
male ſex, that obtained the Lord's mind concerning 
his church? With this I was put to a ſtand and 
durſt not aſk; for although there were ſome of my 


en under the old diſpenſation, the Lord revealed, 
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his mind to, yet now in the goſpel times it was 


not ſo. 


O here, I was put to a ſtrait, for the impreſſion 
] was under called me to aſk, and Satan forbade 
me, and while I thus reaſoned with unbelief, it 
pleaſed the Lord to let out Satan's chain, and fo 
permit him further to tempt me; fo that one night 
when I had lein down to ſleep, there came a great 
ruſhing to the door of the room and dang it up, I 
called but there was no anſwer made me, and im- 
mediately it was ſuggeſted to my mind, it was the 


devil, and I being alone, great terror of mind ſeiz- 


ed me, which occaſioned an indiſpoſition of body, 


for the time of three weeks, for my ſpirits and 


courage is ſtill but weak, by reaſon of the Yormer 


paying me the other viſit. 
there came ſomething that chopped three times at 
my bed, but theſe words were {ent to my mind with 
power, Be not difmayed I am thy God, IIa. xli. 10. 
[vill be a wall of fire about thee, Lech. ii. 5, This 
guarded all my ſpirits, and ſo fear went off, _ 
Another night, 1 heard the chairs drawing 
rough the room, when I knew there was no 


and immediately before I fell aſleep, I heard a noiſe, 
like a confuſion of voices at a diſtance, but it came 


nearer me, and gave the door of the room a great 
ſtroke, that frighted me very ſore, but that word 
ame with power, that Chriſt {aid to Peter, Luke 


Xi 31, Simon, Simon, Satan hath d:fired to have 
thee, that he might ſift thee as wheat, but I habe 
frayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 


conflicts I had with Satan, and his temptations, So 
all the time of this three weeks, the tempter Was ſtill 


There was another night I was lying waking, and 


mortal to do it; after this I had a pleaſant night in 
prayer, and my ſoul was both filled and refreſned; 


. 
O how was I refreſhed and ſtrengthened by this 
_ ſcripture, yet ſeveral times in prayer, the tempter 
preſented himſelf in ſeveral ſhapes to my fancy, but 
during the time of his temptations, my dear and 
kind Lord was good to me, for I enjoyed ſweet 
out-lettings of a ſpirit of prayer, and frequent 
blinks of divine light, and manifeſted love; ſo that 
not only when I was in prayer, but alſo in medi. 
tion, my mind was tranſported, and when I had 
any turn in my hand, that required little of my 
mind, my ſpirits were fo wrapped up in the views of 
unexpreſſible myſteries that I could think on no 
other thing at theſe times; my miſtreſs would 
have been obliged to ſay, I was either deaf or ſty- 
pid, for ſometimes when ſhe ſpoke to me, I either 
did not hear, or when I ſpoke to her, it was not ſui- 
table to what ſhe aſked, my mind not being preſent 
wh-a I ſpoke. This became exerciſing to me, [ 
being both amongſt ſtrangers and in ſervice, could 
get little time by myſelf. 3 
After this, it pleaſed the Lord to reſtrain the 
tempter, and ſo renewed my former exerciſe 
about the land and church, and my former call was 
renewed, and as much of a wreſtling Spirit, as 
was able to endure, but I was (till afraid to aſk; yet 
J fought that the Lord would ſhew me his mind com 
form to his word, for fear of a deluſion. So one 
morning about ſix of the clock, I was in prayer, 
and the Lord ſhewed me that both church and 
land were in great danger, yet he would bring 
about a deliverance. But, I forbear to mentio! 
particulars, ods 3 
Next, I began to reflect on what paſt, and 
doubted if it was from the Lord, and immediately 
I faid, Lord if it be from thyſelf, O ſhew it me 


again, ſo I went to my employment all day, buy 


with 
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with great difficulty, my thou ghts being fo carried 


away, and there were two parties fought within 


me the whole day, the one ſaid, I will believe, the 
other ſaid, Dare I believe. It was my prayer all 
that day, and the night following, that God would 
confirm it to me from his word; and on the mor- 
row about the ſame time, namely, ſix of the clock, 

all was ſhewed me as formerly, with theſe words, 


Luke i. 45. Bleſſed is he that believeth, for there 
ſhall be a performance of thoſe things, which were 


told her from the Lord, and if thou wouldeſe believe, 
thou ſhalt Jee the glory of God in Scotland. 

O now! I was confounded at the condeſcenſion 
of a ſovereign God to me, who would not believe 
the firſt information, but would have it doubled; 
at which 1 fell a wondering and praiſing, and it 


pleaſed a gracious God to draw aſide the vail, and 
filled me full of a ſenſe of his love, that ſmote me 


down as dead, yet my ſoul was drawn up, and al- 


lowed a clearer faith's view of Immanuel's land, than 


ever I got before. 


O here! I got leave to ſtand by, as it were, to 


view my glorious Redeemer ; O! I thought I ſaw 


the glory of a Deity in him, and my foul graſped 
about him, I got leave, as it were, to look into the 
palace, and view the inhabitants with ſweet ſolace 
and pleaſure, as if they had been friends, and ac- 


quaintances to me: O I dare ſay no more of what 
I here both felt and ſaw by faith! for, though 1 
wonld, I cannot mark down one word of a thou- 
ſand, that might be framed. 

I remained in this frame about an hour, and 
when I came to myſelf again, and my body and 
ſpirit ſenſible of one another's acting, I aſked of the 
Lord what would become of me, when all theſe 


| things will ** accompliſhed that are told me, 


concerning 
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brought to my mind, in Pſal. xci. 7. 
ſhall fall at thy fade, and ten thouſand at thy right 


[9] 
concerning the church and land? And it was im» 
preſſed upon me, that I ſhould behold part of the 
ſtroke with mine eyes, and yet be ave... 

O the ſovereignty and condeſcenſion of a gracious 
God, and a dear Redeemer, to ſinful, vile and 
worthleſs me! But the more vile I am, the more 
glory will redound to grace; and that word was 
7. A thouſand 


hand ; but it ſhall not come nigh thee + thou only TR 
be a beholder. 


From this I was lads of a ſtroke, in leſs or 


more degree, on church and land, yet I believed a 


deliverance : ſo there remained a felt power and 
ſenſe of the Lord's love on my foul, by which! 
was ſo overcome, that I was made to cry for a 
greater capacity to hold more and more of the com. 
munications of his lo re 

This was on a Sabbath- .mording; and there re- 


mained a light on my mind the whole day, ſo that 


in tims of hearing ſermon I could not get my mind 
brought to hearken to what I heard, being (till taken 
up in the manifeſtations of the love of God. O this 


was a good day to me] And thus, about the time 


of three months, this exerciſe about the church and 


land continued, which left a ſavoury ſet of God on 


my ſoul, and I was made to believe that the Lord 
would bring about a deliverance, for as great dan. 
ger as we are in at the time, in ſpite of devils and 
wicked men. This was ſome time before the death 
of queen Anne. 

Alter this it pleaſed the Lord to ſtrip me of ſenſe 
by degrees; when he was thus dealing with me, ! 
cried unto the Lord, and faid, Wilt thou thus throw 
me down, and not tale me to thyſelf. But imme: 


diately that thought vas impreſſed on my mind, * 
hic 


. 

which I was ſilenced; namely, that the ſaints, while 
on earth, are in a capacity that the ſaints in heaven 
are not; for, while on earth, they are allowed, 
through the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in them, to 
interceed for the church- militant, and for one ano- 
ther: but in heaven it is not ſo. But, alas! I 
found ſenſe ſtill wearing away, and he that hath 
the key of the houſe of David in his own keeping, 
ſtripping me of my enjoyments, at which my ſpirits 
were pained, as if they had been wrung in pieces; 
for as the joy of the ſenſible manifeſtations of 
Chriſt's love are unexpreſſible, ſo the pain of being 


{tript out of thoſe enjoyments, are alſo unexpreſſible. 


Thus ended the twenty and eight year of my lite, 
being the year 1713. 
The next year, through the oreat importunity 


of my parents, I was obliged to leave this place, 


and ſo returned back to them, but not to hear the 
miniſter of that place, by this time he having taken 


the oath of abjuration, many of the congregation 
had left him, as alſo the moſt part of my father's 
family. This I thought would make it the eaſier 
to me, who had other reaſons of my own why IL 


could not hear him, namely the food of my ſoul, 


which I could never find with him; but though I 


had clearneſs to leave his miniſtry, by going to live 


in another place, yet I found it another thing to be 


living within his congregation, and going to another 


on the Sabbath-day ; and however eaſy the leaving 


of him may be to ſome, yet it was not ſo to me, 
tor I was brought to conſider what I was doing, 
and was brought under great exerciſe of mind about 


it, and it pleaſed the Lord greatly to deſert me, as 
to the light of his countenance, and the out lettings 
of his Spirit s influences; as alſo I obſerved, that 


there were ſome plagues already come on the con- 
gregation, 
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gregation, and more ſeemed to be coming, and I 
Was afraid I might be a ſharer. 

And ſo I fell a thinking, what could be the riſe 
of this diſpenſation ; and, by what I could under- 
ſtand, a dead and lifeleſs miniſtry was the riſe of it, 
or, at leaſt, was a great cauſe of it; and when I 
thought on this, it was caſt in my mind, that they 
who called a miniſter, if they were not earneſt with 
the Lord, to have a paſtor according to his own 
heart, might have a hand in the ruin of thoſe ſouls 
that periſh through his unfaithfulneſs : the thoughts 
of this was like to ſink me; for, though I was not 
capable to give my conſent to the calling of that 
miniſter, I knew my father did, for which I was 
afraid the Lord might have a quarrel with him, and 

his family: this was matter of mourning, and fore 
exerciſe for many days to me; but my great difh- 
culty was, how to get my parents made ſenſible of 
it, fo I endeavoured by prayer and conference, to. 
make them ſenfible of the danger, and that faith 
and repentance was the only way to have the Lord's 
DIE turaed away, and to be preſerved from the 
plagues, that are already come, and theſe that ſeem 
to be a- coming; for there was already a great dead- 
neſs, that univerſally ſeized the congregation for a 
long time, and now aiviſion. 

And while the multitude of thoug hts did thus 
paſs through my mind, I was ſunk ou with the 
power of unbelief, and atheiſm, and there was io 
many contradicting- like providences, both in my 
own, and in the church's caſe, that ſenſe and rea- 
{on could not fathom. But alas! while I was in 
tis great confuſion, I had forgot that Chriſt and 
the promiſes were the objet of faith, and the centre 
of the ſoul's reſt in all caſes, and not the changeable 
diſpenſations of God's providence: and when I was 

ſinking 


7 © WS 
ſinking under this caſe, one day that word came 
with power and conviction, Job xxxili. 13. He 
giveth not account of any of his matters. And Pal. 
xvii. 19. Thy way ts in the ſea, and thy path in 
the great waters, and thy footſteps are not known. 
By this I was challenged for diving ſo deep into 
God's providences, and not looking more to the 
promiſes, and waiting for their accompliſhment, 
which will at length unriddle all dark providences. 
And while I was in meditation on theſe things, my 
dzar, kind and gracious Lord, fent a power into 
my foul, by which he drew me up, as it were, out 
of a dark pit, and deep mire, as it had been to the 
top of an high mountain, and took away the dark- 
nels of my mind, and let me ſee, in ſome meaſure, 
through dark clouds of providence, .to the end of 
things. 

O here! I got leave to ſtand a while, and look 
behind me to what God had brought me through; 
and before me, got a ſhort ſight of what he was to 
bring me to at the end of time: but the glory and 
{weetneſs of this light, I can neither word nor write; 
but ſome broken ſentences I here mark down, to 
keep me in mind of it, till it ſhall pleaſe my graci- 
ous God to put me in poſſeſſion thereof. 

O here! I faw that providence was wrapt up full 
of God's ſecrets; yet faith did ſometimes view theſe 
dark providencks, as making way for the accom- 
piſhment of his promiſes. And what a glorious 
light will it be, when the whole myſtery of provi- 
dence ſhall be opened up and unfolded. O! the 
1 high ſongs of praiſe will be ſung in heaven on this 
" I liplay of infinite wiſdom : then it will be ſeen he 

nath done all things well, and not one good thing 
1 th tailed of all his promiſes, 
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After this I wan to more ſubmiſſion, and endea- 
voured to live a life of faith, till I ſhould ſee what 


our Lord would bring out of all thoſe dark and con- 


tradicting like providences ; for at this time matters 
looked dark with the church, For although king 
William had been the inſtrument of eſtabliſhing a 
proteſtant ſucceſſion, yet our queen and parliament 
had joined in a plot to break that eſtabliſhment, and 


to have a popiſh pretender brought to be king over 


thoſe lands; at which time, God in his merciful 
providence took away the queen by death, and diſ- 
covered their plots, and outwitted them in their 
deſigns, and brought king George to the throne in 
peace, which brought a pleaſant aſpect on the face 
of affairs at that time, and was thought a remarka- 


ble delivery, by the moſt part of the well-wiſhers to 


the Lord's work. 

But alas! there was a killing ſtroke came along 
with this mercy, that inſtead of the Lord's good- 
nels, leading the generation to repentance, we were 
flain with our mercy, and hardened in our ſins, 
and waxed worſe and worſe; and although thers 
was a fair opportunity to have matters! in the church 


mended, yet there were few or none that had | 
ſpirit to act for God. The conſideration of all this 


fk me down, and took away much of the ſweet- 
neſs of thoſe mercies, although I ſaw a plain out- 
making of a part of what God had ſhewed me the 
laſt year; and though it be a deliverance from a 
common calamity, yet as long as the Lord's work 
is not revived, and the converting and quickening 
power of ordinances again returned, I am perſuad. 


ed that theſe mercies will make us more ripe for a 


ftroke, both on church and land: fo I ſpent this 


rear under dark providences, that Rl great 


faith, though the Lord knows it is the life I am too 
much 
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much a ſtranger too. Thus ended the twentieth 


and ninth year of my age. 

The next year at the term, I went back to ſer⸗ 
vice in Stirling; for my parents now ſaw that I 
could not live with them in that place. The firſt 
two months after I came to Stirling, I was further 
cleared as to the foundation of my hope, and con- 


firmed of former experiences by the goſpel ; yet I 
was greatly deſerted, as to ſenſible preſence. As 


alſo, I met with great difficulties in my ſervice. 
At this time, the Lord's ſupper was to be admi- 
niſtered, this of all other ordinances was the ſweet- 


eſt to me through the former part of my life, it is 


neither neceſſary, nor is it poſſible for me to mark 
down what I have met with in and about commu- 


nion-times: in this ordinance, I have by faith view- 

ed God and ſinners meeting in the Man Chriſt, he 
having made peace by the blood of his crofs ; through 
theſe elements of the bread and wine, | have ſeen 
the law and juſtice of God taking ſatisfaction of 


Chriſt, for the ſins of an ele& world and therein the 
ove of God the Father, accepting of him in the 
ſinner's room. 


O here ! I have been led in to view the whole 


plan of ſalvation, as founded in a covenant of re- 


demption, and diſplayed in a covenant of grace, and 


proclaimed in the glorious goſpel ; yea ſometimes, 
{ have been allowed, as it were to come in, and 
view by faith the ancient records of eternity, and 
read my name in the Lamb's book of life, and have 
been taken into the banqueting houſe and cham- 
ber of preſence, and allowed a draught of the wine 
of the Spirit's conſolations, and ſo have been ſent 
away from the Lord's table and communion-times 


rejoicing in God, as my God and portion for time 
and eternity, ſaying with the prophet, Alihongh my 
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Ag: tree ſhould nat bloſſom, nor fruit be in my vine, 
and though all my comforts ſhould be cut aown toge- 
ther, as many times they ſeemed to be, yet I will re- 
Joice in God through Chriſt, as a portion to my ſoul 
in time and through eternity, and thus like Hannah, 
have been ſent away rejcicing in God, who heard, 

and alſo had returned my requeſts. 
I cannot ſtay, to mark the particular requeſts 
God hath returned to me, both for myſelf and 
others, ſometimes for mortification of fin, deeper 
ſights of goſpel-myſteries, and ſoul- elevating, Tad 
ſtrengthening fights of glorious Chriſt. And ſol 
have been when ſitting at a communion-table, taken 
up as it were to the top of mount Piſgah, and al- 
lowed to view the promiſed land; yea, I may ſay 
more, (for as I think,) there is a difference betwixt 
{ſtanding on a high place, and beholding things at a 
diſtance, and being brought near, as the apoſtle 
ſays, Beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the ſame image: ſo it has been 
with me, I had not only the far off views, that I 
ſhould get heaven at the end of time, but at the 
preſent time the vail has been drawn aſide, and I 
allowed to behold, embrace, and ſolace myſelf in 
the contemplation of theſe glorious objects, and 
myſteries wrapt up within the vail, but what theſe 
are, who can declare ? All this has been in my ex- 
perience at the Lord's table, and at communion- 
times. Time will not allow me here to mark what 
1 was wont to enjoy, at every occaſion of this na- 
ture, others being now maſter of my time, and not 
myſelf. O how am I ſtraitened here, to think of 
parting my time betwixt God, and the world. O 
how are my ſpirits like to link, when I compare my 
preſent life with my former. 0 
0 


So I fay, when the time of this ſolemnity came, 


though I had met with ſo much of the Lord's pre- 


ſence at former occaſions, yet now I can find no de- 
fire to partake of that holy ordinance; though it was 


the firſt occaſion that offered this year, yet I fat 
down the whole day and looked on, till the occa- 
ſion was over, and durſt not go to the table. At 
the next occaſion did the ſame, till a great part of 
the work was over, and when they were calling to 


fill the tables, I ran out of the church, and went 
to the tent, and there ſtayed till the Jaſt call came, 


and when it came I knew not what to do, for my 


cafe was want of ſenſible preſence: O thought I! 
what can I do there, when my bleſſed Redeemer 


| hideth his face from me, yet there was a great deſire 


to anſwer the call. So in obedience to the command 
vent back and communicated, but had no ſenſible 
ſatisfaction. O how is this holy ordinance now be- 
come as it were a terror, that was wont to be m 


delight, and where I was wont to feel the power of 


my Beloved, and enjoy his preſence. 


About this time, there aroſe a great confuſion in 
the land, by a party that roſe up, both againſt church 
and ſtate, and deſigned to rob the land, and church 
of all their ſacred and civil intereſts, and ſo over-ran 
a great part of the kingdom, and particularly the 
places about, where my father's family were living, 


for which they were obliged either to ſly, or join 
with them; but having no freedom either directly, 
or indirectly to give any encouragement to the ene- 
my, they were obliged to fly; yet having much of 
their ſubſtance, they could not remove, my mother, 
and ſome ſervants were obliged to ſtay. 
It pleaſed a wiſe and ſovereign God, to lay his af- 
Aitting hand on my mother, and I found myſell 
obliged to leave the place where TI was in, and go 
| and 
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and wait upon her. O this was a trying providence 
to me, the thoughts of going from the place of pre- 
ſent ſafety, to the place of preſent trouble and con- 
fuſion, among the hands of cruel enemies. But the 
law of grace and nature obliged me to go, my 
mother's trouble was ſo great, that many times I 
feared her brains ſhould crack; this was a fore trial 
to my faith, and that which made it the worſe, we 
had no acceſs to phyſicians, and neither miniſters, 
nor friends could have acceſs to ſee us, by reaſon of 
the confuſion; and the great ſtorm that lay on the 
ground; and that which made our caſe yet worſe, 
we were expoled more to the fury of the enemy than 
many of our neighbours, who obeyed them in what 
they required, but we had no clearneſs ſo to do, for 
which we were threatened every day with poynding. 

At this time, the Lord gave me to ſeek, and 
alſo to believe that he would preſerve us, upon 
which I had remarkable diſcoveries of his condeſcen- 
_—_ 

One day a party of the rebels came to poynd us 
of mea], peats, and blankets, our neighbours about 
having payed their proportions. He that had the 
command of the party, aſked my mother, Why ſhe 
did not pay in her proportion ? ſhe told him that ſhe 
had no clearneſs in her conſcience ſo to do, then ſaid 
he, Send a ſervant with it, ſhe anſwered, I will riot bid 

my ſervant do that which I would not do myſelf ; then 
ſaid he, Your houſe will be poynded; ſhe anſwered 
him, If you do ſo I cannot hinder you, but my con- 
ſcience will not allow me to give it: then ſaid he, 
My conſcience will not allow me to take it. So he 
went off with his party, and never returned to draw 
the poynd ; what fort of conſcience it was that with- 

held him I know not, but this I muſt remark, to 

the prajſe of a prayer-hearing-God, who gave 
Me Fe Io me 
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me to ſeek, and alſo to believe, that he would pre- 


ſerve us, 
O Lord, not for any thing in us, but for the 
glory of thy name, that is called over us, which 


we do profeſs, do thou yet deliver, and preſerve 


* Us... 
And ſo at the time of the burning of houſes in the 
country about by the rebels, I ſaw another diſplay of 
that glorious title, I am the hearer of prayer. In the 
wentieth and eight year of my life, when I was 
under that piece of exerciſe about the church and 
land, the Lord then made it known to me, that, I 


ſhould” behold the ſtroke with my eyes, but it 


ſhould not come near me, So ] beheld a ſweet per- 
formance of the promiſe, when I ſaw the houſes, 
and barn-yards of our neighbours all in a flame, and 
yet our houle preſerved, 


Thus I was preſerved from the power of the ſword, 


and from the flames of fire, as alſo from that which 
was my greateſt terror of all evils in a common cala- 


mity, namely, my body's being abuſed by the yy 


of wicked men, from this I have been ſtill ſafe pre 


ſerved. * O that my tongue were looſed! and my 


© heart enlarged to proclaim the praiſes of my God, 
* who hath been always a preſent help in tims of 
* need to me.” 

At this time, the Lord appeared and wrought 
remarkable deliverance, both for church and land, 
for the rebels were made to fly before the king's ar- 
my; even then when as to human appearance had 
the rebels got their deſigns accompliſhed, the pro- 
teſtant intereſt in theſe lands had been ruined, and 


popery ſet up. As the Lord gave me warning of this 
terrible ſtroke before it came, ſo hath he made 
mine eyes to behold the deliverance according to his 


promiſe ; ſo 1 cannot but look back to that time for- 
merly 
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E 
merly recorded, wherein the Lord drew out my ſoul 
to plead for the church and land, and I was enabled 
10 to wreſtle for the poor church of Scotland, as not 
to quit my hold, though I ſhould have died on the 
ſpot. 

g Now, when I think on what was diſcovered to me 
then, and what I have now ſeen accompliſhed, I muſt 
mark down another diſplay of that glorious title, I 
am the hearer of prayer; and now, he is the returner 
of requeſts, for I have ſeen a ſweet out: making of theſe 
words formerly noted, by which I was confirmed, 
and comforted, Bleſſed is ſbe that believeth, for there 
Shall be a. performance of theſe things that were told 
her from the Lord, and again, if I would believe, I 
thould fee the glory of Ccd in Scotland; thus T am 

perſuaded, that this remarkable deliverance was 
From the Lord, whatever the generation ſhall make 
_of it, This fell out in the thirtieth your of my lite, 
being the year 171 . 


Reflections on the . by gone yarns, 5 


And firſt, I obſerve the changeableneſ of the 
Chriſtian's life, while in this world; and if this 
had not been recorded of the godly in all ages in 
the ſcriptures, I would have diſpaired of my life, 
that hath been, and yet is, ſo full of 4 


Secondly, 1 defire always to believe that J have 


an unchangeable God to do with ;-for I have found 
that when he with the one hand hath been ſmitting 
me, the other hath holden me up; and when by his 
1 he hath been ſtripping, and as it were 


laying me, he hath, even then, ſpoke in words of 


grace to my ſoul, with ſuch power, as made me 
cleave to him, and wait for new deliverances. 


Thirdly, 


LY oy cis — 


1e 

Thirdly, I ſee great difficulty to know duty in 
dark ſteps of providence, and the great danger the 
ſoul is in, of falling in with ſenſe and reaſon. 

Fourthly, I ſee, that only by the divine conduct 
of the Spirit and word, the foul will be made to 
know God's call to duty, by all other ways what- 
ſomever. 

Fifthly, 1 ſee the glory only belongs to the Lord, 
in leading the ſoul in the dark, and ſupporting un- 
der {harp conflicts betwixt faith and unbelief, eſpe 
cially as to that piece of exerciſe about the land wo | 
church, as recorded in the end of the cight and 
twentieth year of my life. I am perſuaded it was 
from the Lord, as is car to me from the follow- 
"8 evidences; 

I never had any thing like it all my life for- 
ay by my living ſo retiredly: I had little know- 
lege of any thing, but what concerned my own 
Dh: bat when this concern was laid on, it exceed- 
ed all other concerns for a time. 

2. The Lord reaſonably convinced me, _Y in- 
formed my judgment of the cauſes of his wrath 
againſt this church and land, from what I read in 
the ſcriptures, comparing the caſe of the day I liv- 
ed in, and them together: and fo I was made to fee 
what I was never told of, nor ſaw formerly. 

. I had more than ordinary allowances, and in- 
furnces of the Spirit in prayer, and acceſs to, and 
freedom with the Lord. 

4. I fee an agreeableneſs between theſe exerciſes 
and the exerciſes of the Lord's wreſtling remnant, 
as recorded in the ſeveral periods of the church in 
like caſes. 

5. Evidence, is from the oppoſition the enemy 
made againſt me all the time of this exerciſe. 5 

bs: 5 . 6. An 
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E 1 
6. All that I was made to ſeek for, and believe, 
I ſaw clearly made ont, both in my own and the 
church's caſe ; and I apprehended, that ſome of the 
predictions of the worthy ſufferers in the late times, 


were accompliſhed in the formidable appearance this 


ſtroke had, and the means and inſtruments from 
whoſe hand it was, 

. Had not the Lord, in whoſe hand the powers 
of hell and earth are, and who Jays to the raging 
fea, Peace be ſtill, hitherto ſhalt thou come, and ng 


further, ſet reſtraining bounds to the enemy's ma- 


licious deſigns, where, or in what cafe, had the 
Proteſtant intereſt been, both as to church and 


Rate? And it is for Jamentatian, that ſuch a won 


derous work, both of judgment and Mercy, Was ſo 
little either ſeen or believed by the generation, and 


how much is it forgotten: but I deſire to remem- 
ber to his glory, that I was made to ſtand till, and 


ſee the ſalvation of God in that deliverance : and 
what further work, either of judgment or mercy, 


he hath to do in this land, future events will de- 
Clare, I love not to be wile above what is written. 


As to the effects of this exerciſe ; 
1. I was taught more in the knowlege of the re- 
lation that is betwixt Chriſt and his church, than i in 


all my life formerly. 
2. My faith was Arengthened Da encreaſed, 


when I ſaw ſach a relation, and ſuch a Funds en 


of acceſs to bim, and alowance to wreſtle with him 


in behalf of his public glory. 
Ever Fg I have been made to follow the 


Lord in his diſpenſations, with ſome meaſure of 


concern, and particular obſervation, though Mill I 
have my own defhicicncies to regret, and that my 


own concerns ſhould ſo much take me up, and 


the concerns of his public glory ſo little. 
4. Upon 


— 


a> up — 1 1 


F 
4. Upon the whole, I ſee, had not everlaſling 
arms been underneath, and borne me up under 


thoſe great temptations, and alſo reſtrained the ene- | 
my, I would have been broken under them. it! 
F. I found in my experience, that in this imbo- bt 
died ſtate, we cannot receive the revelation of his [ | 
ſecrets, and the diſcoveries of what is within the 1 
yall; FE 5 1 
6. 1 found a virtue communicate from Chriſt if 
both to ſoul and body, which bore me vp, and 1 
carried me through in all my exerciſes, and yet ſo 1 
ſtript on the back of the greateſt manifeſtations, fo | 
as J have been made to ſee, that I had nothing, and | 
could do nothing of myſelf, and fo made to ſay, ii 
The Lord giveth, and with-holdeth as he fees meet, i! 
and bleſſed be his name for ever, &c. So much for 4 
reflection on the three laſt years. i i 

8 0 
SEVENTH PERIOD. | 

| | 17 
Containing a further account of the progreſs of the I! 

| Lord's work of grace, through various dark-like 1 
 providences, and by ordinances, particularly by Ii 
the good times I had at jacramental cccaſions, i 
where I met with renewed diſcoveries of the in 
glory of Chriſt, and the manifeſtations of his ll 

| kve to my foul, from the thirtieth to the thirti- | | 
eth and ſixth year of my life. 1 

3 | {| 

N the beginning of the next year, our family ll 

1 got leave to gather again, for all the time of | 
the confuſion it was ſcattered. It pleaſed the Lord i 
to take away the ſtrength of my mother's hand, It 
that obliged me to ſtay with them: this was a ſore i 
= 2 
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E 1 
trial td me, becauſe I could not profit by the mini- 
ſter of the place, for reaſons formerly marked. 

The firſt three months of this year was a time of 
fore affliction on this family, that took up my 
whole time to wait on them, in which time the 
Lord was very kind to me, both in upholding my 
body under fo great tail, and ſupporting my ſpirits, 
ſometimes with refreſhing ſupplies of grace, and at 
other times by his ſweet viſits to my parents, when 
in fore affliction, with blinks of his reconciled face, 


and their tongues were looſed to the wonder of be- 
holders; after this it pleaſed the Lord to recover 


them. 


glory to God that hath not confined all to public 
ordinances, nor given all to under-ſtewards to diſ- 
tribute, but hath kept the ſtore in his own hands, 


who hath the keys of the houſe of David, and 
knows how to give the children their meat in due 


ſeaſon, and had I not gotten my meat from him! 
had ſtarved long ere now. 


After this, for three months of the ſummer, I 


had more acceſs to ordinances, by which I was 
ſometimes refreſhed, and the celebration of the 


Lord's ſupper was more pleaſant to me, than it was 
through the laſt year; but my beſt ſanctuary is my 


father's ſheep-houie, and my Bible, and the Lord's 


preſence with me there. As to my way of living 


this year, I know not what to think of it, for at 


preſent, as to my feeling, I am deprived both of 
living by the goſpel, as I had done ſome years ago, 


and alſo of living by ſenſible manifeſtations, which 
enjoyed in ray firft years. O now ! my Beloved 


pays me few viſits, and ſtays fo ſhort time with me, 


that I can hardly believe it hath been he: neither 


Jo'l find theſe tweet fruits and effects, as I have 
3 found 


At this time I had many ſilent Sabbaths, but 


e. 
3 
= 


E 
found in his former viſits; all I can attain to now, 
is, to view the foundation God hath laid in Zion, 
for the ſalvation of periſhing ſinners, which is Chriſt 
jeſus, and the remembrance of the experiences of 
that promiſed day of power, that made my ſoul to 


go into and cloſe with the whole of that ſalvation, 
and fo to lay the ſtreſs of my all in time and eternity, 


on this Corner-ſtone, and in view of this] go to God, 
and pleads thoſe promiſes of grace, made in Chriſt 


to the believing ſoul: and this is all the ſenſe and 
comfart I can attain to now. 


And when my ſovl is drawn ont, in the view of 
theſe things, and I allowed to apply Chriſt in the 
promiſes ; to anſwer all my various cafes ; ail this 


ſupports me: but when I conſidered my being 
brought up in a land of light, yet it hath been 


ſo. ordered, in his divine providence, that I had 
leſs opportunities of receiving edification and com- 
fort, in converſe with miniſters, than others of the 
Lord's people. O! how many melancholy and 
exerciſing day and vight have I had in the thoughts 
of being left and caſt out of the care of the great 
Shepherd, as one, for whole foul no man careth. 


But how am I comforted when I think on that part 


of glorious Chriſt's commiſſion, Ita. Iv. 4. Behold, 
I have given him for a witneſs to the people, a 
Leader and Commander to the people. In him 1 
deſire to truſt and rejoice, as my Leader, through 


all my. dark and wilderneſs lot, and as my INN 


min, and chief Shepherd, who hath engaged, t 
bring all that the Father hath given him, ſafe to 
Immanuels land. 

O how ſweet alſo ! are thoſe promiſes of icht 
in darkneſs; and life in deadneſs; and ſtrength, in 
weaknels ; and when I am enlightened by a blink or 


divine light, I fee all I need in Chriſt, and the pro- 


miles 
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1 
miſes as in him; I think that this is in leſs or more 
degree that life, that is called the life of faith. 

I dare not deny then that this hath been my life 
the year bygone, and though it was allowed me, 
yet I muſt mark down a lamentation, when I com- 
pare my preſent life with my former : Ah! now [ 
© thought I was living on crumbs, when formerly [ 
„got full males: Ah! now I got but drops, when 
formerly I was allowed full draughts out of that 
* fulneſs that is ſtored up in Chriſt, till I could hold 
no more. Ah! now got but far off views, when 


formerly I was allowed to come to the threſhold, 


* as it were, and ſee the vail, as I thought, drawn 
* aſide, and I allowed to view the palace and the 
© inhabitants, as if they had been friends and ac- 

« quaintances to me. Ah! now 1 muſt walk by 
„ ſtar-light, when compared to that light of ſenſible 

* preſence I was wont to enjoy. Ah! now I muſt 
(live in the open field of temptation, in the midſt 
* of my enemies, at the command and bare word 
* of my General, when formerly he put on my ar- 
* mour himſelf, and allowed me to walk in ſight of 
his ſtandard, near by himſelf, where my enemies 
durſt not come fo near, nor be fo bold, as now 
© they are. Ah! if I could ſhed tears of blood from 
* my very heart, when I think on the days I went 
to God, in and through Chriſt, as a beggar to a 
© nobleman's door, to atk my alms, and inſtead of 
the ſteward the nobleman comes himſelf : and 
* fo the Lord dealt with me; he not only gave me 
my alms, but he took me in, and led me through 
* the palace, and allowed me to ſolace myſelf in his 
© houſe of wine, and filled me full of roy vb dainties, 
* and told me, that I ſhould dwell there for ever, 
but I behoyed to travail through the wildernels 
; for a time, And fo ſcat me away, Se, 5 to 
| c Car 
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bear my charges. But ah! my wilderneſs jour- 
* ney ſcems to be very long, although I dare not 
deny but he bears my charges, yet alas! the con- 
* trary winds of croſs- like providences, and the ſharp 
* ſhowers of temptations from a body of death with- 
in, a tempting devil, and an enſnaring world with- 
out, makes my journey difficult, and my ſoul im- 


patient in longings for the day, when it ſhall 
pleaſe my gracious God to bring me to the end of 
eit, and land me in that longed for and promiſed 


reſt with himſelf,” Thus the one and thirtieth 
year of my wilderneſs life ended. _ . 
The next year began with the ſame way of liv- 


ing that the former ended, viz. by faith in Chriſt 


and the promiſes, and ſight of my intereſt in them, 


in which I had a fort of peace and pleaſure; if this 
be that life of faith that the cloud of witneſſes went 


to heaven by, and which is ſo much commended in 
the ſcriptures :_ O! if 1 knew this were it I was al- 


bwed to live the laſt year, I would endeavour to 


the utmoſt of my power to prize and purſue it: 
but when I compare the preſent life with my former: 
ah! I think it ſtill not ſo ſweet, for the preſent life 
though rich in hope, yet it is poor in hand. Thus 
ſpent the firſt three months of this year. 


After this I had an opportunity of partaking of 


the Lord's ſupper, the Saturday's ſermons were 
ſweet and refreſhing, but I felt no preſent power; 
but on the Sabbath- morning in the action ſermon, 
there were frequent offers of Chriſt, and I felt a pre- 
{nt power on my foul, with a ſweet light that deter- 
mined me, to go into, and embrace thoſe offers the 
miniſter made of Chriſt; and in time of communi- 
cating, I felt a power drawing out faith, to act on 


the foundation of life as held forth in the goſpel, 


and the out-goings of the ſou! were to embrace and 
H | make 
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make uſe of Chriſt, as rep! eſented in and by the 
elements of bread and wine, to anſwer all my vari- 


ous caſes; and alſo I came away from that place 


with my bands looſed, but alas! this is like a 
crumb to a hanger- bitten- ſtomach, inſtead of ſatis 
fying, it raiſes the Pain of pinching hunger after 


more "food 


„O my ſoul, never reſt fatisfied with crumbs, 
© when there is bread enough in thy Father's houſe, 
* and to ſpare. O my ſoul, never reſt ſatisfied 


with far off views of Immanuel's land, and thy 


© hopes of landing there at the end of time, when 
© the fulneſs of the Godhead is ſtored up in Chriſt 
thy covenanted and living Head, and hath ſet 


© open a door of acceſs to thee to make uſe of the 
< ſame. Alſo the ſcripture records bear, that the 
© ſaints in all generations have got out of this ful- 


© neſs in their journey to Immanuel's land. O my 
* ſoul, let thy own former experiences of the for- 
mer out lettings of this ſtore, ſtir thee up to an 


_ © unwearied purſuit after more and more of this 
„fulneſs, for I am perſuaded, the fountain is as 


full this day, as when it was firſt opened to Adam 
* and his poſterity ; as alſo it cannot now, nor ne- 
ver will be drained. I alſo believe and am per- 
« ſnaded, that it is not from unwillingneſs in my 
« bleſſed Redecmer, to impart this fulneſs to thee, 


© but it is for want of a ready hand to receive, and 


© a capacity to hold more of this fulneſs, that thou 
O my ſoul gets ſo little of it. O when ſhall that 


day come, when the old clay bottle of mortality | 
© ſhall be broken in pieces, and the new bottle of 
© immortality be put in eternal fitneſs and capacity, 


* to hold a large hare of this fulneſs, or rather to 
* ſwim in it to all eternity.“ 
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After this I fell under a new trial from miniſters 
apd Chriſtian friends, who ſet upon me to hear the 
miniſter formerly mentioned, 1555 I had parted 


from, and they entreated me to go and hear ſome- 


time, and fo far ſubmit to his miniſtry, as to re- 


ceive tokens or a line from him, that I might par- 


take of the Lord's ſupper in other congregations : 
this I was perſuaded to by very weighty arguments, 
one was, that a change was obſerved about him, 


both as to the ſtrain of his doctrine, and pains on 
bis congregation, | 


Upon conſideration of this, I 
ſet about examination of my former exerciſes anent 
this matter, and went to prayer for light and con- 
duct in this my great difficulty. And afterward I 
went for ſeveral days together, 


preach, and according to my light of general truths; 


he was more reformed than formerly; but as to the 


- myſtery of the goſpel conform to my ſoul's expat» 
ences, he was the ſame to me. 


At the ſame time it fell out in providence, that 
the Lord's ſupper was was to be celebrated in the 
neighbouring congregation, where I for ordinary 
heard; and I had a deſire to partake there, which 


1 feared. would not be allowed, if I got not a line 


from him, and my great ſtrait was, to receive a to- 
ken from him as my miniſter ; ſo for ſeveral weeks, 


it was my carnelt deſire, that my gracious prayer- 
hearing God would give me light; but inſtead of 


light to join with him as my miniſter, it was 


cleared up to me, that if I could not partake of f 


the Lord's ſupper, but by receiving a token from 


him as my miniſter, I would not partake while I 


lived, for all along my life, I could never get it be- 
lieved that he was a miniſter of Chriſt ſcat to me; 
and. I could never get light to join him as ſuch : 

for I could never ſay he preached Chriſt to my ſoul, 
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and heard him 
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and thi way of life by Chriſt according to my light, 
and for all the change that was thought to be 
about him, yet he was ſtill the ſame to me. So J 
went on in preparation for the communion, hoping 
and rejoicing in this, that though God had given 
the keys of the onter-court to the under-ſtewards 
and ſervants, yet Chriſt himſelf is the Store-houſe 
and Fountain, In which all the fullneſs cf the Cod. 


head dwells bodily : and hath not given all to be di. 


ſtributed by the under ſtewards. 

On the Saturday the ſermons were clear wt re- 
freſhing. On the Sabbath it pleaſed my gracious 
God in Chriſt, to lift upon me the light of his 
countenance, which filled my foul with light and 
preſent power, which ſet al the faculties thereof 
in an orderly acting, and grace in a ſenſible exer- 
ciſe : thus I continued all the time of the action- 
ſermon, and ſerving of the tables, and although! it 
pleaſed my gracious and kind Lord to entertain me 
thus, yet I deſired to partake of the outward ſeals 


of my Lord's love, but wanting a token of admiſ- 


ſion I could not. But near the end of the action, 
I ſaw a miniſter with whom I was acquaint, and he 
gave me a token, and I went forward to the table: 
in time of communicating, my ſoul was drawn up 
to behold by faith the unfathomable myſtery of re- 
deeming love; and when the action was over, 

went to a ſecret place by myſelf, and was enter- 
tained with ſenſible communion with God all the 
time; ſo I returned to hear the afternoon's ſermon, 


but my ſoul was fo tranſported and filled with ſuch 


a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt, and with faith's views 


of his glory, inſomuch, that I was ſcarce able to liſt- 


en to what I heard: O I thought! I could have in- 
vited all the multitude preſent to have joined me in 


praiſing the Lord for this glorious manifeſtation ; of 
the 
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the myſtery of his manifold wiſdom, love and grace 
made known to me, as a further confirmation of 
my faith in theſe inviſible realities. So this ſweet 
day came to an end, which ] deſire to remember as 
one of the days of heaven, when compared with the 
reſt of the days of my weary wilderneſs life. O what 
impatient longings do I {till endure from day to day, 
till my pilgrimage life be ended. 3 N 
80 came from this communion, having received 
a new pledge of my Lord's love, with my bands 
looſed, and my ſoul rejoicing in God as my porti- 
on, in time and for eternity, as alſo laying my ac- 
count to meet with a new ſtorm. After this, I 
lived about the ſpace of two months, with pleaſure 
and ſoul refreſning. 5 
About the end of this year, there fell out a try- 
ing providence to our family, the ground we lived 
in, belonged to one of the rebel lairds, and becauſe 
that in the time of the rebellion, we would not join 
with him in that wicked courſe, nor yet pay him 
his rent, it came to paſs, that after he got the be- 
nefit of the act of indemnity, my father offered to 
him his rents, but he refuſed, and went to the 
height of extremity with us, and that both againſt law 
and reaſon, and threatened to caſt us out of houſe 
and ſhelter, which would have reduced us to ſuch 
ſtraits, as would have rendered us a burthen to 
others for our bread ; for my parents at this time, 
I vere come to ſo great age and infirmities, that they 
| F' could do little or nothing for themſelves. 
. Another bitter ingredient in this trial was, that 
ſchough the Lord had mercifully fruſtrate the rebels 
; in their deſigns, againſt thoſe who had both the 
jaws of truth, reaſon, and government on tneir 
ide: yet after all, for one of theſe rebels, to get 
leave to exerciſe his crnelty againſt a poor family, 
H 2 and 
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and that before the eyes of our carnal neighbours, 
that joined with them in that rebellion, O! I 
thought this would harden them in their ſin, and 
fill them with more prejudice at religion. 


though the Lord had appeared of old for onr fami- 
ly, in the time. of perſecution, when my parents 
were then caſt out of houſe and ſhelter, and ftript 
of their all they had in the world, for their adher- 
ing to the truth ; yet God provided for them and 
their ſmall family, and ever ſince we have been 
provided, without being a burden to any. This 
caſe calls for faith on the promiſes about temporal 
things; but alas! I was ſo ſtript of ſenſible help, 
that neither ſenſe of duty, nor reflection on former 
experiences of the Lord's appearances for both my 
parents and myſelf, could bring me to one act of 
faith: hence I learn that neither habitual grace nor 
reflection on former experiences, can bring the ſoul 
to one act of faith, without the breathings of the 
divine Spirit, all this paſt in the two and thirtieth 
year of my life. 
The next year began with fore deſertion, yet 
mixed with ſome diſcernable actings of faith, even 
under countcracting-like providences, and 2 
trials, which here 1 ſhall not mention. 
About the middle of this year, I had an oppor- 
tnnity of partaking of the Lord's ſupper, and the 
Sabbath-day was a good day to my foul, for I was 
well entertained in time of partaking, and I heard 
two ſermons upon that word, Iſa. xxxiti. 17. Thine 
eyes ſhall fee the King in his beauty, they ſhall behold 
the land that is a far off. In hearing f thoſe {er- 
mons I was not only confirmed of former experien- 
ces, but had alſo ſoul-refreſhing and elevating blinks 
nf is glory of the Ang i Riedel, and the land that 
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At this time, unbelief greatly overcame me, for 
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is 2 far off: and at even in ſecret prayer, my ſoul 
was filled with delight in the King, and with blinks 
of divine light, that diſcovered to my ſoul rays of 
his hidden glory. or | 
After this it pleaſed the Lord to ſmite me with a 
long fever, for the time of two months ; the firſt 
month I had great hopes of death, and yet there 
was nothing like it about me, for, during that 
time, my ſickneſs was very eaſy, and I aroſe once 
a day; but in the ſecond month 1 relapſed in the fe- 
ver, and lay ſeventeen days without the leaſt reco- 
very. 
, On the third day of this fever I had a glorious 
diſcovery of the covenant of redemption and grace, 
with a view of my name in it: O what a bleſſed re- 
velation was this to my ſoul ! O! I thought I could 
have been content to have lived to eternity on this 
view: ſo I lived all thoſe ſeventeen days in the view 
of death and bleſſed eternity, without the leaſt 
cloud, and I endeavoured to realize death every 
moment. 1 „„ 1 
One ſingular act of mercy I deſite to remark, 
which was this, I had the uſe of all my natural 
ſenſes as diſtinctly all the time of this fever, as ever 
1 had in my life, although I was under great weak- 
neſs, for I would have ſlept but few minutes for 
ſeveral days and nights together. Thus it pleaſed 
my gracious God to make my bed in my ſickneſs, 
and death the obje& of defire, and life the matter 
of patience. O! here I was brought, as it were, 
to the river's ſide, and allowed to look over to Im- 
manel's land, and got ſuch fights of it, as I ſhall 
not here mark down; O this made me cry out for 
a bringing down of a body of death and a body of 
fleſh together; but alas! like Iſrael in the wilder- 
nels, after they were brought very near the . 
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miſed land, they were turned back to the wilder- 


neſs : ſo it pleaſed the Lord to recover me; but O! 
could not get my mind brought to a ſubmiſſion to 


live; my ſpirits were like to burſt aſſunder in the 
thoughts of 'my being returned to fight with a body 


of death, and with temptations from the devil and 


the world, after ſuch views of the victory at length. 


So it pleaſed a ſovereign Lo to recover my wm 


to A h, and to hide himſelf from my ſoul: 
was my requeſl all the time of the fone; that © 
body of ſin and death might be brought down with 


my n of fleſh and blood: fo during this time I 


felt little of its oppoſition ; btit no ſooner came I 


out of my bed than I found a reſurrection of this 


man of fin, and a with-holding of the power of 


grace to oppoſe and batter it down. 


Ah! every thing in the world was wearyſome 
and ſtrange like to me, I could not get my mind 


brought to a ſubmiſſion to live, for I could ſee no 


uſe I was for in the world: O! I thought I would 


have reckoned my ſickneſs eaſy, and even though 
my body ſhould have been diſſolved in a fiery fur- 
nace, if at the end | could have got in to the poſ- 


ſeſſion and enjoyment of glorious Chriſt. 


After this 1 was three months (as to my ſenſible 


feeling) I had not one blink, but dark deſertion, 


yea ſo pained were my ſpirits, as if they had been 
wrung in pieces, when, as to my apprehenſion, I 
had not the leaſt view of Immanuel's land, fo that 
I could not prize the mercies of life and health : 


after this I returned back to ſervice, in the place 


where I had enjoyed many ſweet goſpel- days, VIZ, 
Stirling, 


After theſe three months of dark deſertion, it 


pleaſed a holy, wife and ſovereign God in a bleſſed 


Day's Man to pay me another viſt; after this man- 
ner 
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ner he ſhined into my ſoul, with which 1 was {@ 


_ enlightened as to lee matter of conviction, reproof, 


and humihation ; and in this light I was led back 
through the laſt three years, and was made to meet 


them all, ſtep by ſtep, and though in theſe three 


years I had diſtinct pieces of expcrience, and ſenſi- 


ble pledges of the Lord's love, as already hinted, 
yet for the moſt part, Ce time of theſe three years 
was full of contra editing providences, as to preſent 


ſenſe and feeling ; this did fo overcome my faith, 

and I was fo filled with unbelicf, and harſh. con- 
cluſions, both with reſpect to the promiſes, and of 
my kind and gracious Lord's providential diſpenſa- 


tions towards me, with many a bitter complaint, 
ſaying ſtill, Why was it thus? while in the mean : 


time it became me to have put my mouth in the 
duſt, faying, It is the Lord, let him do what ſeem- 
eth him good. 

All this, and much more, was laid before me in 


this light, on the back of which, I felt a humbling 


ſtroke of power that laid my ſoul at the feet of 


' mercy, and alſo drew out my foul, and fo quicken- 
ed all the habits of grace, whereby I was enabled 
to take hold of the promiſes, with particular appli- 


cation, betaking myſelf to the blood of ſprinkling, 


for taking away all the guilt of thoſe years bygone, 


with an eye allo to the h oly Spirit, for purging a- 


way the filth and pollution of all thoſe ſins J had 
been guilty of. 
After this I found a reviv ing of ſoul, and earneſt 


deſires after renewed manifeſtations 5 the Lord's 


| love: fo after this I had blinks of divine light, with 


a felt power, that ſet the faculties of my foul in an 
orderly acting. and grace in a regular exerciſe, This 


much for the thirty and third year of my life, 


Aften 
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After this I lived about two months, with:ſome 
kind of ſatisfaction, and had ſome ſweet taſtes of 
manifeſted love, and on the third month 1 had an 
opportunity of partaking of the Lord's ſupper, 
where I ſaw God preſent with miniſters, and alſo 
found a power on my ſoul, yet came away com- 
plaining of my caſe, which proceeded from evil to 


worſe, ſo that I communicated no more that year, 


although I had opportunity to do it. 
After this I was fore ſtript, both as to the er- 


ciſe of grace and duty: I am not able to expreſs 
the bitterneſs of ſoul I underwent ; many a time 


uttering that expreſſion, O that my name, as a 


Chriftian, had never been known ; for my melan- 
choly countenance was like to ſhame religion: O! 


bo bitter, weary and. various is my caſe, when 


thus deſerted ; ſometimes I find the bitter ſtreams 
coming from original corruption, like to over-run 


my ſoul, and alſo a with holding of that power of 


grace to oppoſe and batter it down. O! how do my 
ſpirits rave againſt God's way of dealing with me 
now, and in like caſes formerly. 

When firſt J felt ſin prevailing, J was allowed to 
go and plead the virtue of the death of Chriſt to 
kill it, and to plead for the Spirit as a Sanctifier 
and Promover of ſanctification in my ſoul : but 
alas! now I have loſt that bleſſed art, and now I 


ſtand ſtript as to all ſenſible action in a caſe not un- 


like that of the graceleſs; only this difference, 1 
believe there is a ſecret ſpring of grace communicate 
from Caf the living Head, though unſeen or un- 
felt by me; that keeps me from running back to 


where! adam left me. Another ſtep in my ſad caſe 


a reitraint laid on this body of death, fo that I 
fee not its SUFTIDgS lo frequently, and yet a with⸗ 
holding of the ſent! ble power ol grace. 

While 


[ 184+ 1 


While 3 in this caſe I remain ſpiriileſs, and lifeleſs, 


both as to grace and duty, which makes it differ 


little from the former. 
Another ſtep of my weary caſe, when thus de- 
ſerted, I find only a rational way of thinking and 


reaſoning on that way of life that God hath laid 
in Zion according to the covenant of redemption ; 


and what the Father demanded of the Son, and 


what he promiſed to him, and alſo the Son's goin 
into and accompliſhing all that the Father et 
of him in the covenant; as alſo a viewing of Chriſt's 

birth, life, death, refurreRtion, and aſcenſion, as 
God-man, glorified as the living Head, and Repre: 
ſentative of the clect-world, and alſo bis ſendin 

the Spirit to apply the whole purchaſe offered in 
the everlaſting goſpel: and alſo by this reaſoning, 


I was allowed to go back, and view the time in 


which I felt the power of the Spirit on my ſoul, 
making me to embrace and apply Chriſt, and the 
whole of the purchaſe as revealed and offered in the 
glorious goſpel : all this I can do, and yet find but 


little ſatisfaction, ſo that I am made to think that 


this is nothing but a rational view of theſe things; : 
tor the {cripture ſays that there is joy and peace in 
believing, but the fruit of this reaſoning is a pain of 


deſire, when not ſatisfied, raiſes a pain and party 


in my foul, that frets and raves againſt God, fay- 
ing, Why is it thus, and what will ſovereign grace 


do with me now? But yet I find another party in : 


me, that immediately anſwers thus, Bring glory to 
thy gracious and bleſſed name, and make nie what 
thou would have me to be; it was an act of ſove- 
reign and free grace, that pulled me out of black 
nature at firſt, and ever ſince hath beſtowed ſo much 
pains upon me. O graciots God, try a work of thy 
own Spirit, and take glory to thy own grace, which 
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£21 haft beſtowed on me. I ever thought it a part 
of heaven this ſide eternity, to get leave to ſerve 
God with his own, viz. the exerciſe of thoſe graces, 
and the practice of thoſe duties he hath command- 
ed, but alas! I am caſt by as uſeleſs, I cannot 
command one act of grace, as to my ſenſe, nor 
perform one duty to ſatisfaction: and though pro- 
vidence hath once more ordered my lot, under a 
cl-ar goſpel light, by which I have my ſtate con- 
ſirmed, and the way of improving Chriſt and the 
promiſes daily, for maintaining and carrying on my, 
Chriſtian life, clearly holden out unto me; yet 
alas! I want faith to improve this invaluable privi- 
lege; alas! he is gone, and juſtly with-holds the 
blinks of divine light, and manifeſtations of divine 
love from my ſoul ; and while theſe are with-held, 

I cannot prize the mercy of a gracious ſtate, nor yet 
the faith of my being brought to, and put in the 
poſſeſſion of himſelf, in that Hate of glory to all eter- 
nity. 

Yea ſo far doth this f ing engrateful party pre- 
vail, that I cannot take =o leaſure in the common 
mercies of life, health, food, and raiment, but all 
are unpleaſant while | in . 318 caſe. 

On the back of this, the Lord Piti ied me one nicht 
in ſecret prayer, that word came into my ſoul with 
life and power, I have loved thee with an everlaſting 
lue, therefore with loving kindneſs have I drawn 
thee, Jer; XXXIi. 3. 85 this I was made to fee and 
believe his love paſt, preſent, and to come, and al- 
though my caſe be full of changes, yet his love is 
unchang cable: after this there was a calming of 
that raving and fretting party formerly me ntioned; 
as alſo dy this light and power, I had a lively diſco- 

ery of the fountain of ſin, and of the « Fania and 
ring of grace, and Was helped to ſet the one in 

re 
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oppoſition to the other; and while I was in this con- 


$i, that word came with power, and I was help- 


ei to plead and apply it; Sin ſhall not have dominion 
oe r you, . yu are not under the law, but rr 
race. Rom. vi. 14. 


After this, I felt a power that drew my foul out 


of that ſiusing aud fretting deſpondency | had been 
in theie four months by-paſt; aud my bands in ſome 


meaſure were looſcd, with foms thort rides of praiſe 


put in my mouth ; and while 1 was thus exerciſed, 
that word came with power, Pſal. Ixxxi. 10. J am 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee Son the land 
of Egypt ; open thy mauth wide, and 1 will fill it 
abundantly. By this [ was ſet a prizing my deli- 
verance from a natural ſtate, which for ſometime I 
forgot to do becauſe of my melancholy caſe ; alſo 


j found deſires kindled, wy h ſome hopes of having 
them ſatisfied. Thus ended the thirtieth and fourth | 


year of my wildernels lite. | 
The next year, I fell under a new trial anent my 
father's family, for by the fruits of the late rebelli- 


on, they were caſt out of the parcel of g ground they 


had taken under one of the rebels; by this time my 
father was more than eighty, and my mother more 


than ſeventy years of age, my mother aifo wanted 


the ſtrength of her right hand, ſo that by reaſon of 
age and infirmities, they could &o little or nothing 


for their own maintenance, this obliged me to retuin 
to them; but the only difficulty in my way was, I 
could not live in that place on account of him that 


was miniſter there, this was ſo exerciſing to me, 
that my ſleep went from me, and my body fell 
under a ſpending, by waking, and ſweating, ng 
ſo the ſtate of my health broke, and I iel und- 


great ſtruggle betwixt faith and vnbelict, Ti. 


belief ſaid, You will be miſerable ande bu: den t. 
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1 ] 
the world for your bread : but faith went back to 
former experiences, and words of grace and pro- 
miſe, that God had ſaid to me formerly in my child- 
hood and youth, all which are yet favoury to me, 


when faith gets leave to feed on them; there were 


alſo thoſe ſcriptures, the one in Matth. vi. 33. Seck 


firſt the kingdom of heaven, and his righteouſneſs, 
and all theſe thinge- ſhall be added to you. Hol. vi. 3. 


Then ſhall ye know, if ye follow on to know the 
Lord, &c. He revealed to my ſoul what that king. 
dom of heaven was, and the righteouſneſs there 
ſpoke of, and alſo drew out my ſoul to purſue the 
jrivwlege of himſelf, and I hope he revealed himſelf 
to me in a ſaving manner; there was alſo that pro- 
miſe, Iſa. XxXXIIl. 17. Thy bread ſhall be given, and 


thy © water, ſhall be ſure, 25 that in Matth. vi. 30. 


bberefore if God fo clath the graſs of the field, 
which to- day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the oven, 
hall be not much more cloath you, C ye of little faith, 


and likewiſe, Jer. iii. 4. Wilt thou not from this 


time cry unto me, my Father, thou art the Guide of 
my youth : and alſo the relations of the covenant, 


that I was made to plead and apply, and truſt to in 


the times of my diſtreſs: ſo now I deſire to go to a 


| reconciled God in Chriſt, and plead the out-making 
of theſe words of grace, upon which he cauſed me 


to hope. 


About fourteen years ago, there fell out a trial 
in the family, that threatened our being expoſed to 
outward ſtraits, at which time the Lord drew out, 
my ſoul to ſeek and wreſtle with him, both for my 
parents and for myſelf, that he in his holy and wiſe 


providence, would carve ont a way, that we might 
| have our bread, and not be a burden to others for 
it, at which time he made me to believe, he would 


do 


L 1 4 
do jt by applying thoſe above and the like promiſes, 
and ever ſince he has done it, 

Nevertheleſs, this preſent. providence is ſo dark, 
and contradicting like to ſenſe and reaſon, that all 
this reflection on former experiences could give me 
little ſatisfaction or out- gate; and while I was thus 
diſtreſt, I got many a ſweet ſight of the event ot 
all theſe things, and was borne up, wich the faith 
of a happy out-gate in God's own time and way, 

And one day when I was ſpending my melancho- 
ly thoughts, how to get out of my preſent caſe, it 
was brought to my mind, the relation that Chriſt is 
r under to his people, viz. that of a Huſband,” 
| 


and a Father, ſo I fell a pleading with him in « 
homely way, that he would provide for my parents 
and me, a houſe and ſhelter where I might live, and 
pay my laſt reſpects to them as his grace would en- 
able me; ſo the next day, there came one and told 
me, that there was a place where a ſchool was kept 
for teaching children to read, and becauſe the perſon 
that was there, was going to leave it, if I would 
o there, they would get it to me, and that the 
Fouls would ſerve my parents and me. This 1 
looked upon as a return of yeſterday's requeſt; and 
[thought I might take this as from the Lord : 
tor all this my body Was ſo low, that, without re- 
covery to health, I was fit for nothing; but it 
pleaſed the Lord to ſend that word with power, and 
a healing virtue came along with it, as it is recorded 
in John xvi. 22. But 7 will ſee you again, and ycti- 
heart ſhall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh fro 
you, After which my ſleep did return, and my 
5 body recovered by degrees. This piece of exerciſe 
ipent the moſt part of this year; and as to my en- 
4 Jaciſe otherways, I got ſome crumbs now and ther, 1 
„ but as for ſenſe it is now 8 very rare: hus „ 
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the'courſe of providence toward: tHEFencrat 

very. exerciſing to me; for i fy the 9110 téx- die "Ros 
were extraortdinar; 7 rains and iges I 1 f t 1 ole 
ſpring quarter V/as froft Alte“ 40, Which laid 0 
. th dat Gi od” Was preaching” "wrath. "Out 0. e 


A * 4 


And examining t 
cauſe of the Lord's thus thrratstiug, add 2110 our 


ſpiritual plagues were gicat and many, there 8 the 
plague 01 tigen "that Has lege A Fe Ad de. 


mY 40 


grees of pcgpie, of "all dennis 85 From which 
of ; 9195 15 55 
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many of. " the indifferent f 


© Lins among rege ers alſo, 
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coaſciences d people f N What. hardneſs of 17703 

unb- lief and athell, 40 prevail? And 15 hat Which 

is tne crowning robe in my; \ weak t U! 
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6 rations, ſuch as his couvincing, converting, 
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"| * with that wonted zeal and love for Gods glorl - fl 
*. | © ous work of reformation, and covenanted © 0 
/ | * that ſometime a-day were the privileges of our I 
> | * land and church.“ All theſe things, | togethet {|| 
x | with my own caſe, were ſo exetciſing untq me, 
8 that many times my ſleep went from me, and I was | 
2 || filled with terror, that God would pour out ſome _ | 
immediate judgment on the generation, and myſelf il 
£} alſo. Yet the Lord pitied me, and allowed me to ll 
> | come to mercy's footſtool, and throne of his grace, || 
and there to ſpread out the libel of my own and the I 
4 || gcacration's fins, and to wreſtle for ſparing and K ll 
; doning mercy. 2 


wade them to my ſoul as my daily food, by which | 


As to goſpel-truths 1 was hearing, the Lord 
1 was confirmed of my union to Chriſt, my cove- 


x] nanted and living Head, and ſecured as ti my per- = 
Leererance in this union and communion With te 
Father, Son and bleſſed Spirit. — 
R Alſo by this goſpel I was confirmed In the faith 

Jof all the promiſes made to glorious Chriſt, and in 

| nd through him to his covenanted members, all 

| to take effect, and be accompliſhed in due time : 

e but ah! I have it to lament, that for the moſt part 


- 3 


want the exerciſe of that faith and patience, that 
ought to quiet my ſoul until they ſhall all have their 
e which makes me many a time cry 
out, O! diſtance is a torment, abſence is as a hell, 
and makes me long for a diſſolution of this body 
* of fin and death, of fleſ and blood, and to be 
cloathed upon with that houſe from heaven, not 
made with hands, according to his promiſe, made 
like unto him, and put in a capacity of ſeeing him 
'as he is, and ſo made perfectly abſe to ſerve him, 
and enjoy him, f hazard of offending 
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' him, or any mixed clouds to hide his bleſſed and 
1 gracious 


very exerciſing to my 


the Spirit bee vn grieved, guen 
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pad He chirtieth and fifth year "of my Well 


Ars y wilder. 
905 life: es ys 
As to my foul's. aſe the- next year It. 5 
through- bearing, but found a great difference às 
ſenſible incomes Which 1 Was wont fo enjoy, and 
the courſe of Providence, towird': IC #ericration Was 
kor zu the wWiziter- fire hes 
were extraordinar y 1 rain and Winds, and the whole 
ſpring quarter vas frolt an! tov; which Taid"ts 
me, that God was pr chung wrath out of the 
clonds, and few were obſerving ind amiiing | the 
cauſe of the Lord's thus threätentug, aud allo our 
{piritzal plagucs s were gicat and mau), there is the 
habe on .diviti fon that) Fas iefzed Al Tanks and de- 
grees of poopie, of all denbinihatiöns, froni which 
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both of © Pra” Nee. a db&trine ainong preachers, allo, 
many of the zucilterent ſort. of © hearers undervalue. 
the precious: tru he OE the golpel on this” Account, 


O "how are "the, profane and 5 racelels Kardened: 

there are Uo many inwar 40 plagues on "the ſouls and 
con{Cences af | pcople O what hardneſs of heart, 
und-lich Fand athei! n do Þ! eval : 3 And that which 


is ne crowning Arge in my; \ weak. up- taking 1 is, 4 


hiding God, and that both in Tegret,, public and 
* 01 how hath 
ch bed ang reliſted,” lo, 


Pi ivate; and few laying it to heart. 


that he is jullly retired, and with h holds his ope- 


„ rations, ſuch as his cvovincing, converting, 
3 uichening and 88 nor ting inſlucncce, together 
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with that wonted zeal and love for God's glori - 
* ous work of reformation, and covenanted ths, 
that ſometime a-day were the privileges of our 
land and church.“ All theſe things, together 
with my own caſe, were ſo exefciſing untq me, 
that many times my ſleep went from me, and I was 
filled with terror, that God would pour out ſome 
immediate judgment on the generation, and myſelf 
alſo. Yet the Lord pitied me, and allowed me to 
come to mercy's footſtool, and throne of his grace, 
and there to ſpread out the libel of my own and the 
generation's fins, and to wreltle for ſparing and = 
doning mercy. 

As to poſpel-truths 1 was bearing, the Lord 
made them to my ſoul as my daily food, by which 
[ was confirmed of my union to Chriſt, my cove- 
nanted and living Head, and ſecured as to my per- 
{everance in this union and. communion with the 
Father, Son and bleſſed Spirit. 

Alſo by this goſpel I was confirmed in the faith 
of all he promiſes made to glorious Chriſt, and in 
and through him to his covenanted members, all 
to take FIN and be accompliſhed in due time : 
but ah! I have it to lament, that for the moſt part 
I want the exerciſe of that faith and patience, that 
ought to quiet my ſoul until they ſhall all have their 
accompliſhment, which makes me many a time cry 
out, O! diſtance is a torment, abſence is as a hell, 
and makes me long for a diſſolution of this body 
* of fin and death, of ' fleſh and blood, and to be 
cloathed upon with that houſe from heaven, not 

made with hands, according to his promiſe, made 


like unto him, and put in a capacity of ſeeing him 


*as he is, and ſo made perfectly able to ſerve him, 
and enjoy him, without hazard of offending 
him, or any mixed clouds to hide his bleſſed and 
1 gracious 
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Gntaining an aocant. of. my Amit coming 1 5 
with me in Stirling: of. the great affliftion they. 
came under, and of the cui: gate by a comfortable 
death; together with my own. A wa fr ten 
e this 0 ws my a 8 h 
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15 years age d now. it comes. to Br put in any 
MV. cant continued in fore: aflitions; 

one * which was, a great, agony of paig in paſſing 
gravel-ſignes; Jet he was helped to bear all with 
2 patience-and. ſubmiſſon; the ordinary word 
had. än his greateſt. trouble, Was, O! to be read; 


for death ; he was at the time ugder a dark cloud 
delertion,. and: great fears of. death, under Which 


of 
he bad continged for ſeveral months: all which 
11 very exerciſing to — yet the Lord Pitie 


bog this caſe I: was led. os 10; ręaſon after this 
1925 Weng he Er this cloud; 
being a Prolellor of; religion tom his Jouth, and 


had d continue 10 
perſeFmijon, and 


th ſupport, both of body and min. 


ben ein through the late times of 
A e Joſt his 1 11 


La 3. 

had ih the world, except bis Ife: O. 1 thought if 
he died i in this cafe, it would harden carnal' on- 
lookers, and make them think God a hard Maſter, 


and his ſervice to get but a poor reward; as alſo 1 
| thought it would be diſcoùraging to Toine of the 


Lord's own people, under the eier of this, 


aud ſome other things J forbear to name, I was 


like to break in pieces, and could not bear up un- 
der; In this condition I plyed the throne of grace, 
: | and there was helped to lay all out before the Lord, 
T pleading after this manner, O thou gracious 


' prayer-hearing God, if thou fee it for thy own 


> | * glory, and the honour of thoſe” truths : 9 
t helped him formerly to on, and as a confirnia 


„uon of thy people's faith, and the conviction of 
carnal on-lookers;” thou wouldſt remove this cloud 


* mendation of thy name and way ? 
There was one great mercy he en; i6 Ec 


che uſe of allthis natural ſenſes; and particularly his 
5 judgment; - : notwithſtanding the complex troubles 
g Was under fer ſo hong u time, Which was % 
I; merey and goodneſs of God to him and me. 

d bad nad and then ſdme revivings as 76 His "ns s 
ly. N cafe,” but did not long continue; but it pleated the 


xd | Ford-rwo:days before his death to remove the da 
> cloud of defertion from off his ſoul; and opened his 
cl; mouth to the praiſe of God, that was much ſhot 


ne before, for when be ſpoke, it was in 4 Way "of 


©; | complaint, but now for the ſpace of ſix Yours! he 


bis poker to the" great ſafisfaction and ſurprize of all 


he braught bimſclf and family through, namely When, 
50 1 2 cuſled 


from off his foul, and open his moor to the ce con- 855 


ſometimès rare to One of his age; ay” fle bad 


ad I that heard. hm; in which time he got a view 
through his/life; and told many paſſages, with great 
ot diſtintneſs, what God had done for him, and had 


That champion Unbelief will be up upon 
hut knock it in the head, do nat believe. a word 
That it ſays. The laſt word that I could. under: 


tion. dg gur 0 & E 7 
> Emighs; Ft given. a: more large account of n my 


tor of death, and opened his mouth to the cc 


1 * wm 


_ 0 fuffer for the "wrath. ſaying. to. them, that 


were preſent, That God was; a. good Maſter, and 
worthy the ſerving, for he rewards. his ervants 
double, and that pgodlineſs is great gain, having 
the promiſe of this life, and that which is to come. 


1 


O that IL could tell you all hat a good God he is, 


and called if any hung folk were there, he exhort- 


ed them to engage in God's ſervice, for he would 
reward them donble, and came over that Word 
many times, ＋ ball Jes him as. he 1 "7 and be made 


dike, unto him. He ſaid, Chrift. had always kept 


glooms within doors between bim and me, but 
praiſe, praiſe to free grace, He ſaid to my mother, 


N. 


land was, with his eyes, lifted up, Now. my. hope 


3s fixed within the vail. Thus ended his long 


Ufe, which. Was. Hull. of \*rouþle, k and fare alle 


ft . 


#ther's..life;;and; death, dut 1 deſign no more. but 
what anſwers my on exerciſes, and Mall ob | 
mark the. -goodaefs, and, ſoyereignty of à graciqus 
God, in removing, the dark cloud he. was under, and 


allowing him a gale of his gracious Spirit, and: 


144 


blink of his reconciled; face, that removed the ter- 


mendation of Chriſt: and his Way, to all that were 
about; him; in which J. got a; N diſ play,,of 


ww — 


rhat gracious title, the Lord. hath taken to; 


KK 


hat he is-both aprayer-hearing and a E ayer: aufer. 
ang God: . $076); 512 C nb 10 it 201 5 10 I 
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VO that had my. heart ety 
* looked, to proclaim the praiſes 


Haly Ghoſt, while I lire; ; . that all along my ye 
* hat 
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atft Been a a preſent help in time bf need, nl 
given me cauſe to ſet up my Ebenezers, and day, 
4 Hitherto' hath the Lord helped. The Lord is 
my Witneſs, I had no ſelfiſh deſign in aſking that 


requeſt for my father, as above-mentioned, but my 


gracious | ſimpathizing High-Prieſt knows it was 
What J could not well bear, on the reaſons formerly 
mentioned; 1. The glory of God, and the honour 
of thoſe traths he formerly had owned. 2. The 
confirmation of his people's HA 3. The prevent- 
ing of carnal on-lookers-from having args pans. au 
of God, as if he were an hard Maſter.” 
Here [ defire to remark, 1. That one in a graci- 
ous. ſtate may die fafely, and yet not comfortably. 
2. As the exerciſe of fuck on Chriſt in the promiſes 
makes a believer's life comfortable; ſoit muſt be che 
nel exercife of "the lame grace, on unſeen t 
mat can wake death deſirable and comfortable; ſo 


˖ . 


P defire th Het all- Hy uäysCa needy and dependant 


lite, and as a beggar Wars God's gracious and i- 
erat bei fer freth füpplies of: grace to carry me 
ougk my wifdernels. file, and for immediate gales 
of 118 8 pltit t6* fiflꝰ my” ſoul and clear my way 
trough de dig rate 6f death. So much. for 
the thittleth "and Terenth Fear of y=aridicriels 
life," e ade? 2; Ng & Ut 4 
, next ye an t bone eonp ufs cf 
mind, and ee fo hat. God had 
broughit! we me through” the laſt year”; vas alſo got 
daily ſu oft, by tlie preaching of the goſpel, in 
which Law my ſtate confirmed, and the way bf 
88855 my kpititual life; by improving Chriſt in 
S from day, to day held forth; yet when 


Sip 50e preſet! Rfe with? the Former; or my 
991 57 ie it is but like ear Ugkt in compari- 
op of the light of the wr ne 


yetthelefs, thou gh! 1 


13 be 
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be denied of thoſe bright blinks of divine light and 
life; and ſenſible incomes of grace, yet I am ena- 
dled to believe that thoſe my former experiences 
were no deluſions, but an earneſt of the pi nike 
inheritance; and fo I believe, that, as ſure as I got 
chole firſt fruits, „ſo ſhall be: put in the full poſſeſ- 
fon in God's on time, and though now I am asg 
it were ſet to my ſhift, and by faith to glean in the 
field of the promiſes, yet I deſire to fight through 


the field of temptations and de ſertions, under the 


banner of Chriſt the Captain of my ſalvation, and 
though I ſhould be obliged to meet the whole way- 


home to my Father's houſe on my knees, and thobgh 


I ſhould wear my tongue to the roots, and my 
Enes to che bons, yet I am reſolved through grace, 
Fever to give it over, till my glorious Captain _ 
© me off the field, ant crown me witk victory. 
As to the caſe of the generation, und Trefent 
:: Rate of the church, I remain under the ſamèe exer- 
ciſe and condern I was in, as is formerly marked, 
mn the thirticthiand: ſixth year of my life, and be- 
dees the ſpiritual plagues we :ly A the Lord 
chis year is threatening a famine, for all this ſum- 
mer there was a great dronght, yet che Lord in ſo- 
verignty opened the clouds, amd gave ſhowers: of 
rain, which prevented: the fears. of that juſtly de- 
ferved firoke;” O were the voice of this diſpenſati- 
on heard by the generation, what, good fruits might 
it bring forth? Rut alas! howmany were mur- 


muring under the apprehenſions of a- threatened 


temporal ſtroke who, in the mean time, ſeemed 


10 have their ſenſes altogether ſtupified as to the 


feeling of ſpiritual login; few eyes opened to ſee 
our fin written on our jodgment, for- becauſe of 


barrenneſs under the wWaterings .of goſpel ordinances 


aud otherways the Lord hath taken in the pr — 
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providence with this 


nos of. he 


generation, he 


B. been cauſing the earth anſwer us, as we hive 
-anfvered him and his palns both in his ofdinances | 
and provĩdences: and however eaſy diſp — of 


/this nature be to others, it is not ſo wits me. 
The reſt of this year paſſed by with much com- 
polure of mind, and a kind of ſatisfaQtion, with re- 


fleftion on what God had brought me through, 


and was making me to ſhate of in an ordinary way, 


Although ſenſe was denied So much fof a hint of 


"the thirtieth and eight year of my life. 
The next year my mother's trouble did ſeize ber 
whole body, being a diſeaſe which phyſicians cal- 


led an univerſal: gout; this great affliction was very 


exerciſing to me, and I fell under a quarreling 2s 


to my ſoubs caſe, and ere 1 was aware, I Was 
plunged in the- depth of unbelief, and quarreling 
with God's ways of dealing, which iſſued in a cloud 


- of atheiſm, de ike of which I had never met with 


through the former periods of my life. But I have 


often rerhirked, that out ward afflictions, and in- 


ward deſertions; have been mixed together in my 


eup, and no doubt'the devil is not wanting in this 
caſe, 10 throw in his fiery darts. This trial conti- 


ended for about the time of tire months, and ſo 
-exriaordinaty was it, that ſometimes when I had 


bowed my: knees in prayer, there would Habe fallen 


-fuch a cloud on my fpirics, that caſt me in ſuch diſ- 
1 that I could not pray any; but when this 


diſorder went off, then I would have begun to me- 
- ditate on fundamental truths; but then I found 
two parties as it were fighting within me, the devil 
- and unbelief ſaid, that God was. not omniſcient, 
and every: where. preſent, though the other party, 


namely, enlightened reaſon, labouted to ſilence un- 
Ki by viewing of G od in His wotks of creation 


and 
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and providence;nd/how his divine were 
diſplayed in them all 3. but I fu Hot — 
difficulty im oppoſing cheſe fuggeſtions, as te grgp- 

| Ple with the dark cloud of affliction, and corpraditt- 
jing- like providences, that tryſted with my preſant 
8 3 and lot; this brougkt forth daily proviſion r 
Uuabelief, forwhen. I cried to God and was not heard, 
the devil aud unbelief fad, that God: neither heard 
nor yet regarded me; in this fad condition, it 
"pleaſed a merciful and gracious. God, to reſtrain 
thoſe ſuggeſtions, by ſhining-into my ſoul with 
ſuch light, and gave ſuch power of faith, ,1o'as 4 
could have begun at Geneſis, and gone through che 
vhole ſeriptures, to the end of — Revelation, and 
argued the being of God, and his perfections, more 
diſtinctly than in all my life formerly. O globe 
<toGod! -who:only-knows how to ontwit: e devil 
and break the power of unbelief, and ſo bring glpep 
to ſhimſelf out of: eemulnghy: be ene ; 
| {Jdences/; © Ag n! =.) 7781! 5115 1 
My möther continued lab | 
. Kr e mönths, which was very trying. 3 
if yet it pleaſed:the” Lord to recover her: a [little;-and 
1 lo took a rot near the kirk, With a: de ſign. that 
i} ſhe might winzto it. :At this time i my ſchool: did 
incrkaſt, Ieh proved very trying 103me!ontwo | 
arcouats, / n my ſpirits ore ore broken 
with cbntinuedlexerciſe of mind another Was; the 
conſideratiundof the weghtinefs of the-charge; i ang} 
how to: diſcharge : my duty confcientiouſſy ind the 
ſight of God and man/ ang ſo dn manage that : 
charge and bnſinefs more in fervjug my generatic 
on to the glorynof God, than to Rain mi brad 


—_ 


Cd 


: thereby)! 4. 2 215 21014 21 4 . 524 418 3411 bas EF 
+ Withothis Iptyed-the throne:of giicepwinhcall 


, the Farneſineſs-] I could,” for wiſdous and; 8 
1 bet! 


„agg. sede ggg sse gn 
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both of body and mind, ſo to eatry, às 1 tight 
— give offence to the gracious, nar to the 


+ gracelck, lo ever ſince, 15 been pitied, ns to 


<ftrength: both of body and mind to a wonder; and 
Abere I deſire o obſerve a renewed diſplay of -his 
+being: -a-c:prazer hearing, and prayer. anſwering 
God, and a 'reneweld occaſion -piven for ſerting 


* * upimy We to: His * _ Diners: Bath 


= my ſaubes ole ese Jack: ond "cobfuke 


geſhions, Were 'much.reſtrained, yet 1 found a great 
zaſtraint of the Spirit's influences,- and. ſo-· I fell uns 
dera doud of melancholy and ſpiritlefs ſtupidity, o 


as nothing was: refreſbing ar pleuſing o we; an 


gh the Lord: had mercifully. ſmiled in the: ſeas 
ſan of the year, and cauſed the cent: to bring forth 
in plenty, Ant when ſaw others re joicing in thoſe 
cammon:mercies under the want: of Which, "ſome 
had ſmarted the laſt year) yet ſuch was the caſe'of 
my ſaul, under che ſenſe of che want af ipiritual 
mexcies,: that I could not rejoice in bis goodnefs a8 
ta: temporal things: ʒ and ſo my caſe continued much 


the ſame through this year, being the thirtieth and! | 


nin th year of my:weary, wilderneſs lifGme. 
| Buss i the change of the next non 
change in my caſe, but ſtill continued worſe and 
vor ſe g for my natiral enmity did ſo- prevail, that 
fpicituality, and ſpiritual duties, that formerty wWerr 
my: delight, became now a terror to me, the felt: 
darkneſs and prevailing power of a body 'of death, 


8 in my ſoul and ſpirits, togethet- 
Wüth the want ” thoſe ſenſiblecincomes of lights, 


life, and ſtrength, from the glorious Head and 
Captain-of ſalyn lion that L Was went to enjoy, this 
Lay. adi my, life, 28 that 1 can neither 
47 GT word 


_ for although my late temptation by arheiſtical on. 


5 * 2 — — 


wird nor write the 14d caſe 1 W18 in; aucb ald the 
Eile of the generation added to in = diſtreſs;"for 
though God had mercifully prevented 
"famine by giving us plenty of bread, and wat het 
continuing the means of grace, yet the bulk of the 
generation, and even many of:: the gracious ſeerhed 
to ſatisfy themſelves too eafily, at leaſt they -had 
few com e the conſideration of this and my 
own caſe; ſtruck me with ſilence and altoniſiment, 
{os 1 could tell my caſe to few of none. 


When I was thus thinking on my owt ü the 


generation s caſe, that awful ſcripture Was brought 
to my mind; as in Mal. ii. 2. -£-have curſed 1 
Bleffings. yea haut cuffed them- already, "bic 
you do not lay it to heart. Upon this, I began fo 
conſider, and ſaw how:much common mercies'wete 
aduſed unto gluttony, and drunkenneſs, but more 
eſpecially how ſpiritual mercies; namely Chriſt, And 
the free offers of his grace in the goſpel; were fo 
much deſpiſed and not embraced by the genetality; 
and many heavy ſpiritual- plagues 'daily inflieted, 
yet not ſeen nor lamented ; the Spirit of the Lord 
is in a great meaſure departed, ſo that not only his 
ving and gracions operations, ſuch as 'convertidh, 
enlightening, and quickenidg.influences are mow 
a great meaſure with held from his people, but alſo 
the common operations that were wont to accompaà- 
ny the preaching of the goſpel; are with- Bo fron 
the indifferent hearers. N ut 
The conſideration of all this; ard met other 
things I forbear to name, filled me With melancholy 
impreſſions, that this awful threatening was already 
inflicted on us, and that which was an aggravation 
of my trouble was, when J did conſider that for 
welve years bygone had been allowed to follow 
Ae. Lord in his Frovidences, either as to . 


our fears of 


＋ 439 7]. 

of ftercy, with ſeme meaſure of concern 3 RO 
ametimes; when 1 could not have cried for PT; 
.1 would have got freedom to plead. and cry for the 
church and land; but now, alas! my ſoul is bound 
8 in fetters, ahl here 1 ſtand, and here 1 ſink, 

aging with the Phalmiſt, I locked. on-my right hand, | 
and on the left, but tan And no os or GE to. whan, 
I can tell my: caſe as it is. 


At this time the comm. union was to be giren in, 
this place, viz, Stirling; but alas! thoſe tidings 
did not much refreſh me, for unleſs the Lord Woul 


- come with excecding greatneſs of power, and mend 
my cafe, no means could do it. I attended al the 


Preparation Sabbaths before the communion: our 


miniſtefs were wel furniſhed with ſaitable matter 
for our Pre para tion; but inſtead of my caſe Grow. 
ing better, my natural enmity did more appear, to- 
gether with an unſtayedneſs of mind: and. I remain · | 
ed {o;ftript'of the exerciſe of grace, ſo every tpi- 

| ral duty became wearifome: to me. 


When the faſt : day came, in he morning Acud 


"Neither pray nor. meditate! butwas extremely racked, 
and as one demented in my mind; yet before 1 went. 

to the public, that word was, brought: to my mind, 
Jer. xxxi. 3. I haue lived thee with an everlaſting 
lee, therefore: with. lowing: hindnes- Baue I drawn 
theec- As alſo that word in Ifa, liv. G. For the Lond. 


bath ralled thee,” as woman Harſaten, and grieved 
in ſpirit, and a wife of 5, avhen thou waſt re- 


ſuſe, faith thy Cod. Theſe bleſſed words brönght. 
2 calm om my ſpirit, and I got ſome thoughts and 


meditations on them; for 1 ſaw in them both my 


-own.cafe and the church's caſe, together with pro. 


miſec relief. O what a wonder of grace and Ws 
is to be ſrenchere! that the Lord ibould thus gr 


clouſly. 
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ciouſty condeſcend to call his church and people 


the name and relation of a wife of youtn. 
o 1 went to attend the public work of the erf 
aud was entertained with truths ſuitable to the 6c- 
caſion, and got leave to hear rationally ; but no 
looſing of bands, nor melting of heart, did ! feel, 
büt returned home with bitterneſs of ſoul, making 


RIS oa fig'\ * 15 b 
my cafe known to none. 


" - . 


On the Saturday I heard a fermon on Song iv. 


16. Let my Beloved come into his garden, and eat 


his pleaſant fruits. The diſcourſe was refreſhing: 


and I was brought thus to think and believe thir if 


 Chrift would come to my ſoul, he would bring with 
Him that which would entertain himſelf. The other 
fermon was upon that word, 2 Chron. xxx. 8. Tietd 
yourfetves to the Lord, and enter into his ſanc: 


. * 
= 
2 


fuary; 8. A great part of the diſcourſe conſiſted 
in exhortation ; but alc | my heart ſk as a fon 
within we. lo aß cquldnether open toembraceChillt, 
ved ofred, nor wer the Faculties of my enen, 
farged; nor faith exerciſed, in applying that fullneſs 
of grace that is ſtored u p in, Chriſt, my cobenanted 


and living Head, that my cafe called for at the time. 


The Sabbath and Monday I got rational bearing 


NN . . IT TT 
with ſoine ſtayedneſs of mind, but felt no preſent 


power, either as to looſing of bands, or as to revs: 
ing or refreſhing my weary foul. In this melancho- 
Iy cafe I remained, and could be refreſhed with no- 
Mita en PRE e bes. 


"One bitter ingredient in this preſent exerciſe was 


my mother's. trouble, which did encreaſe to 4 great- 
enn, .. 1 neee 2 
er degree than formerly, ſo that many à time I was 


— 
% 


forced to ruft out of hearing and ſtop my cars, the | 
extremity of her trouble was fo. great: 04 L big 
acither word nor write the extremity T underwent, 
between my on caſc and her affiftipn ; yet there 


WAH 


L 2 9 
Was, this .mitigation.in it, the Lord was ple aſd, in 
his ſovercign grace, to allow her. clearer views, af 
her reconciled (tate and intereſt in God's covenant, 
with ſweet meditations on a future ſlate, . which re- 
conciled her more to death than ever formerly: as 
allo, ſhe was helped to bear her trouble with, ſuch 
ſubmiſſi on and patience, which, I muſt own to m 
ſhame, could not win at. For all along en 
nine years, her affliction bath cried in mine ears; 
but alas! I think { have never won to underſtand 
the meaning thereof, nor anſwer what the Lord 
called for at my hand by it in a due manner. 
This complex caſe, mixed with ſo. many bitter 
: ingredients, as. hinted above, with others T forbear 
to mention, I deſire to caſt at the feet of mercz. x 
5 0 that a gracious. God in a bleſſed Pay's Mag. 
«would exert his gracious and infigite power on my 
« foul, and keep me from .going.to any other Kay 
e for. an out gate, but to himſelf alone. 
About tbis time it pleaſed the Lord to take away 
ane of. the miniſters Stirling, y. death, namely 
Mel JAMES Bx1$B ANG, Who, had Pere, an 1 p00. 


lp to me, wh LY Jett th 1 ee 1 IT” Tever 

have borge, - vet, uch W. 85 the. bitternets of foul 7 
was under, that. J could gieye for Hothipg, neither 
could rejoice in any "thing as 1 ſhould; ſo it is with 
me when Chriſt is away, and wil holds tg opera- 
tions of his gracigus Spirit.“ 

| 86 this time the Lord's s Fe end vas, ao. in he ſea. 
fon of. the Jear, 5 10 that, the fruits of the ground, a3 
tw many of them, were. not gathered in, till tl. 
firſt month of winter ; the like had not been for 


Tome years formerly. ln wel Abele Wings 1 obſerved, 


4 
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and inthe ſeaſon” of the year, 


L. 142 1 
a8 ir were, afl out making of the awful threateritt 
Taue curſed your bleffi inge, yea they art ear ſed ie 


mad this appeared to me in my minifter's dench 
together with hat 18 
mentioned in the beginning: of [this year-. O T cu 


neither word nor write the bitterneſs of Spirit I un 


derwent, day after day, to fee the Lord's righteous 
Jus ments, as it were, execute againſt us, both in 


ſpirituals and in temporals, and yet few or-rione'fo 


exerciſed in a ſuitableneſs to ſuch Ne pA us 
| the Lord was calling unto. 


Oh weary time to me! O my ton! Ravp th 


2 the will of thy God Creator, f to thy Holy Re. 


deemer. O for faith, and patience, with ſabmif- 
« fion to his will, ſo. as to run along with all his 


< <diſpenſations.. Oh if it might pleafe a mercifal 


-gracious God, to looſe my bound up and 


Wear y. foul, and allow:me to- pour it” out” be his 


© boſom S0 much as to what paſt ober me in ch. 
year of- my weary wildernefs, bein 8 the _—_—_ 1725, 


and the fortisth year of my lifes! : 431g non! 


After this, for the ſ hack of ! Gone Achte, K. 
none written; or I had but one room, and bag 


both my 8 and ſchool, I could get neither 
time nor placg for that purpoſe; but now, it bath 
pteaſed the Lord, to take away my mother by 


ach; 510 L E to look back on theſe melaacholyx 


years, and record ſomewhat of the Lord's way 
with: mg, ds it ſhall FOR toy: to bring it to ay 


21. 


Auplssich by Lord, that EEY bother 8 trouble 
ſo that 


was greatqritheſe four years than formerly; 


ſne fould do no more for herſelf tkan a child, for. 
ſhe could neither walk, nor turn herſelf in her bed! 
Another 'pece of trial that fell out in providence o 
us, namely, All that ſhe had in as World, and the 
oſs. "nr 


E 143 } 
| moſt part ef all tbat I had, was loff; and that 
5 which. made the trial more ſharp, it was by the 
| and, of a har relation. There was much more in 
I this diſpenſation than I can either word or write: 
. Quthis Was a wrath like diſpenſation; and a 
| trial, together with the ſad caſe my ſonl had been | 
N in, and yet continues to be in If elt a party i in me, | 
flying: in the face of God's diſpenſations, ſaying, i} 
Theſe ſeem to contradict the Nen. on which I i 
was made to hope; formerly as. recorded in the | 
ſeventeenth year of! my life, when he ſaid unta _ I 
1 my. bread ſhould:he: given, and my water ſhould be [ 
Ire. And in the twentieth! and fifth year of my 
ute, the fame was renewed; and that in Matth. vi, 0 
30. Doth he ſo chath the graſs ¶ the field, and 1 
ed. the ravens, and auill he not iii h more claath ß 
| 99 O ye , litth. -Zaith. Theſe promiſes 1 could 
dos quit, for I had been made to plead and apply 
deen the face of ſeemingly contradifting provi- 
dences theſe RAG Fears;bygone : yet I found a, 
I ſtrong party ſtruggling in me, and taking foot on 
I this diſpenſation. I bad: alſd a:great regloning after 
I ſchis manner, namely, I thonght the promiſes might 
| be accompliſhed, and yet. I brougfit to beg my 
I bread; but] remembered that luring theſe: Fears) 
When pled: theſe promiſes, it was eve in any view, 
that T and my parents might have dur bred, ank 
not be a burden for it; and this could riot:rccon- 
eile wick begging of my bread, and yat the promiſe 
be xccomplithed, in the way 1 was helped 10 fork 
and apply it. And E:can” neither, word! nor vvrite 
the ſtrugpliags of unbelief, and the ſpurring; ef 
proud nature againſt! Sovercignty's>.dedling..thrs 
with me; yet glory ever be 0 Father, Son, and 
bleſſed Spirit, Who, in the time ot my extremity, 
ſtep: ir in for my relief, and ſent in 3 power of faith 
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bi our little, and make it multiply. and inſuer. 


burden to - any. for it: after this I Was helped £0. I 
walt events with more patience, and was notj 
10 run; down with, unteliaving; ary of this, . 
ture. * Ar 1 58 88 


fell into another, my mother's trouble was fo, great, 
and had coutianed ſo fon thirteen years. Ab bers. 


FT" 
an my foul that made me to believe, tha: dekorerl 
ſhould ſtarve, God would yet do great tlüngs for: 
me, and that ſame God that made the widow's" 
barrel of meal, and cruiſe of oil, to anſwer. ber 
piach, as recorded in 1 Kings xvii, 12. could alſo, 


oyr-pinch. 
After this 1 did obſerve and was perſuaded 55 
there was more than ordinary in my little, for I ne- 
ver wanted, nor yet 1 to be ſupplied by any. 
alſo that word, Job xlii. 10 And the Lord returnad 
the captivity of Fob, and bleſſed his latter end more 
than his beginning. This was borne in on my mii d;; 
with power, and I was thereby. refreſhed, for. Was. 
made to believe that the fame Gods if he ſaw it for; 
his glory, and my good, would turn my capti- 
vity, ſo far 1 might have my bread, and not be a. 


But alas! When delivered out. of one. depth Wn 


1 found 4 great difficulty to reconcile love in Gods. 
heart, as a Father, and this ſtroke of. this, bau; 
unbelief ſaid We were ſet vp as, a mark to ſpend 
bis arrows upon, and ſingled out as monuments, 9. 
wonder to all beholders. The long continuance i, 
this affliction, and the extremity. of it, together With 
the bitter ingredients that attended it, was ſuch. a 


field and foundation for unbelief and temptation, of 
that 1 can neither expreſs. by, Word or write the 
bitterneſs of ſpiri: Lunderwent; for the enemy and " 
unbelief, ſaid, That our affliction was a reproach 


o rehgon, and was often tormented with the 
ſears 


—— — © 
N a 


a 
>. Wo 


$$ *S SY %3 @—--#/ BE 


. Ms J- 


ſtags xt being #driven is ſome ex temltyʒ pet cthough: 
anus am down With ufibelief and tempritien, 
Was kept from Fazing my hope c intereſt in a re- 

ail God*throngh Chriſt; {o'1 fell a reaſoning, 
abit{-Hbgaft®ro think” there might be foitie patticular. 
ee ac Gene by my mother or me, fbr which the 
Lord did thus afflict me; for many times before 
tis 1 kad plyed à throne Gb glace, and cried; That 
if there were any particular ſin, for which the 

Ford vas contending by this affliction, he would 


ſhew it me, hut lll it was denied me: yet after 


this T went to prayer with the ſame requeſt, and 
When I was on my knees, that paſſage was preſent- 
ed to ny mind; John ix. 2, 3. Hir ui ep, aſled 


122 Jaying, Meſthr, who did fin © (he man of his: 
payirits, that he was born Hind. Feſits an fivered, 
| Neither hath thit nan ſinned nor his parents, but” 


that the works if God ſhould be matle'manifeſt in him.” 


This ſcripture came from a prayerchearing God, it 
vas fo fitable to my preſent cafe; yet unbellef 


would have applied 1 it to a work of judgment, but 
I was helped to conſider the paſſa ge back ward atid 


Il foreward, and could not deny that to be born blind 
Li work of 5 whe 


Igment it , allo his t el 


made 2 1701 r a el of erey. wy i * ehought” 
this WasTike Cür- elle; ny ' mother's' affliction Was 
a. Wörk of judg met, et T. Was ate wehe Ver” 


man) Works ofnicrty about us 45 ett. 


Aftet this L Was helped to hope This this alin 


If of was not fent for any partichlar fin; und ToT = 


kept prying and hoping for works" Gf mere; 

9 RT. 1 fell reflecking on Whit works © 
cy Pad Been beſtowed upon us "Fince this 4 | 
was Taid*on' my mother: but ah! unbelief hath ſo 


bhaded my eyes, that I can neither ſee nor ſpeak of, 


K them. 
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them. Ona great mercy was, that ſhe was all algng 
_ - helped to-Juſtify the Lord; for I never remember 
The had one unſuitable, expreſſion as to the Lord's 
i eee eil 
Way, in his diſpenſations towards her; but ſhe al- 
ways laid the blame at her own door, and. expreſt 
her indignation moſt bitterly againſt ſin, both in 
"Herſelf and others. Another great mercy was, ſhe 


* 
; 


bad many ups and downs in it. Another was, that 


the uſe of all her ſenſes, of hearing, and ſeeing, 
and fo forth, and alſo the exerciſe of her judgment 

and memory to her laſt, to the wonder of all be- 
holders; and the laſt three months of her life, ſhe 
was more fixed in her ſtate, and hopes of heaven, 
than ever I obſerved formerly. Another was,. the 
Lord gare me ſome meaſure of ſtrength to wait 
upon her, and wonderfully proyided her in. com- 
mon mercies, ſo that ſhe was not made a burden 


to any for her daily bread: ſo it pleaſed. the Lord 


.. 1 alked two queſtions at her, about two hours 
before her death: the one was, You were always 
complaining of clouds, what think you, of them 
now? She anſwered we, They are all ſcattered 
n. Ms, , You bave been long 
ofe enemies, fin, Satan, and fear 


» 
3 


and death, bat. I defire no more than anſwers, my 


Was till kept exerciſed with her ſoul's caſe, and 


notuwithſtanding of all her great affliction, the had 


1 wy hn 8 7 1in Wy #34 4 1 12 . 4 : ied . fiftl 
tha ſe fell in a fever at laſt, aud died the fifth 
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7 Works, both" of merey and grace, 1 habe beets 


*made to ſhare of, through this ſore affliction! O 


1 "that x my heart were enlarged, and my tongue looſed, 
to proclaim the praifes of a prayer heating, and a 


* wonder-working God, who left me not in the 


© hour and power of 1 temptation, but kept me from 


* taking ſinful ſhifts to win away from my afflicti- 
* on, and ſeaſonably pitied me with inward ſupplies 
to my ſoul, 1 outward ſtrength to my body, 

band alſo kept m ointing at preſent duty, and at 


the end of das ffliction, made the devil and un- 
© belief liars, who all along tormented me, ſtill ſay- 
ing, That by it we ſhould be a difgrace to religi- 


on! Tdefire to record it to the praiſe of a prayer- 
: hearing, and Prayer: anſwering God in a dear Re- 


deemer, ho brought it to ſuch a happy pericd, 


and diſplayed ſuch wondrous works, both of 


© mercy and grace, toward both my mother and 


me.“ All this,” and much more which I cannot 
here mark down, paſt in the fur laſt years. And 
thus ends the forty and fourth year of my weary 


wildernels life, being the year 1729. 


. the Ls 1 cofttinuance of this iMfiftion, and 


vierter“ 


cher dener nh ae for a Thi time «befor my 


pity me with ſlecp that was much gone from 7 me, 
after which my body and ſpirits fecovered in ſome 
meaſure to their wonted ſtrength. In the beginning 
of the third month the Lord's ſupper was to be 


given in the place, VIZ. Stirling, to which ordi- 


nance T had been a ſiranger for ſome time bygone, 
being obligedd to walt oh my mother: and now, 
when this occaſiofi came to my hand, I was all the 
veck before in ſuch indifpoſition of body and mind, 

_— 5 that 


et it pleaſed a Score God to 
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that L was fit for nothing; but when 1 went: te 


yer, I pot leave to acknowlege my miiſcartiapes, 
ramay; in the late trial I hal been under, aud 


Fi 4 melting of heart, and out dings of Tow: 


to renew my grips of a recondled 30 in 'Chrift; 


with an eye to the value of atoning blood, to waſh 


away the'gailt of all thoſe miſcarriages, with all my 
other ſins; and it pleaſed a gracious God to rebuke 
he indiſpoſition of my body, 0 that 1 attended all 
the ſermons about the communion, and was fefreſh- 


ed and ſtrengthened therewith: I thought there 


was a refreſhing favour of Chriſt, and of heaven, 


about all that ſolemnity; but alas 11 Was not js 
i caſe to record any thing. 


After this I recovered as 0 the health of 1 my bo- 
dy, but three weeks after 1 met with a great trial. 


Thad'a difter: daughter, that had been very 1 uſeful 
to me, and ſtayed with me for ſome time, who: 


took. a $14 8 80 died u on | the ninth. day; 7 | he 


tik rhe Gs int Tale to fay "Bur" 5 5 ſhe could 11200 


Wld have farc: Put a little before her death, be. 
aſſecd, How one Thould give themſelves up to Chiilt. ſt 


when they are FO! ing to die? After which ſhe cried. 


out,* Lord: thou knoweft ever ſince I had the ufc 
of "1 my reaſon, t have been giving myſelf to thee, : 
aid now Lord; take me ſoul and body: ſo, ins, 


few minutes alter, the cloud of death ſat do of” 


dome to her F ahr 8 haute. 
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: her Countenance, and that fame night died very” 


pleafahtly, Hiving told her facher, "the was": Kul 17505 
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if 1 9 00 God in Chriſt, whom [07 in bis day 
*of | power, had made me chooſe, a8 my. portion in 
time and for eternity, would be to me in place of 
all relations.” After this I found my mind caſed, | 
and, did not weary, although 1 never uſed formerly 


to be in a houſe by myſelf. 
1 19 and in DEV 'mexſyre of health, and a to 


* 
— * 77 


matter, 13 i . and ae 1 0 that 1 


may not be like 1ſrael of old, that ſaw his won- 


„ders, and, ſang, his praiſe, yet ſoon forgot his 

mighty works! Pſal. cvi. 12. 0 that my ſoul may 
* never. forget the wondrous works, both of mercy. 
* and. 1 grace, that God beſtowed on bath my parents 
and me, in All theſe years of our great affliction,” 
But yet, for all that God hath done for me, there 
remained a, cloud of melanchely on my foul, and 
a jealouſy,” that there was ſome particular ſo 
tor which the Lord had been contending, ſee- 
ing yet be contigues to with hold the blinks 
and manifeſtations. of bis love, as formerly 1 L have 
found, . 
And fo I fell a pleading, that, if it might ſtand 


with his glory, he would give me ſuch a diſplay of 
K 3 his 


GE ET ¶ — Roar = were aw 4% 


his reconciled face, and ſo manifeſt his love as might 
wipe away my jealouſy thereof, And as Taſked, 
he graciouſly anſwered me with a ſoul-warming, 
ſtrengthening and confirming viſit, that carried off 
that melancholy, and e, of: his love 2 Was 
under. . 

After this, the Lords ſupper was to be goal in 
the neighbouring congregation, where J had acceſs 
to attend: there I heard fome' ſermons very con- 


firming and comforting, particularly one ſermon on 


Pſal. xxi. 10. Open thy mouth, and I will fill it. 


In which ſermon I got a diſcovery how the Lord o- 
pened the heart by faith and enlarged the ſoul, and 
how the heart Sr ſonl, thus opened and enlarged, 


ſhould be filled abun#antly, both with ſpiritual and 


eternal good. I heard another ſermon on John iv. 
14. The water that I ſhall give him ſhall be in him 


a well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting life. In 


this ſermon it was held out, that thoſe who had 


embraced Chriſt, and deen his Spirit, their per- 
ſeverance was ſecured. 


At this occaſion I was encouraged to = to the 


Lord's table, and. that word was brought to m 
mind with great ſweetneſs, My Beloved is alas. 
and I am his, as Cant. ii. 16. by which 1 was al- 
lowed ſweet refreſhing and intimate nearneſs, and 
in ſecret prayer I had more of this. On the Mon- 
day, I heard a ſermon on that word, We are the 
circumciſion that warſhip Cod in the ſpirit, and re- 
Joice in Chrift Jeſus, Phil. in. 3. In this ſermon. the 


8 of the ſpiritual worſhippers' rejoicing was 


ufficiently laid down, and fo, UPON a reflection on 
what I had formerly met with in this place; and 


what I met with at this occaſion, I may call the 


place El-bethel, for I remember, that mere than 
Fen: Jears ago, 1 communicated at this place, at 
. which 


1 
* 
2 
T 
1 
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which time E got a ſenſible viſit; be elfe ds of which 
W with me half a year. | 

But O how. ſovereign is the Lord i in all "bis 
. *comings and goings to my ſoul! theſe ſhort viſits 


v are like crumbs caſt to the hunger - bitten ſtomach, . 
that, inſtead of giving ſatisfaction, raiſes the pain 


© of pinching hunger after more food. O that my 
ſoul could receive every crumb with more thank-' 


fulneſs, ſeeing all the fulneſs of grace and glory 


is ſtored up in Chriſt; as a covenanted Head, and 


J am called to come to him, as he is exhibite in 


* the promiſe, and ſo to wait on about his liberal 


hand, as a needy dependent beggar, in the uſe of 


All appointed means, {hy} remembering Fam as a 
< pilgrim while on this earth, and if he bear my. 

charges, and bring me Oy at Jeu What 

hould I ſeek mor. 

There was another communion * was preſeut at; 

where J heard: ſome ſermons; that were both re- 


freſhing and ſtreugthening to me, namely, a ſermort. 
on that text, Col. i. 27. Which is Ghrift n quant the: 

ape of ghbry: In this ſermon I got a view and con- 
firmation of my intereſt: in Chriſt, that gave me a 


{are:.ground- to hope for glory; I heard another 
3 preached by the ſame miniſter on that text; 


Bleſſed are they that mourn; for they ball be cord. 
Farted, Matth. v. 44 Which Was alle a ! 
and comforting ſermon to me. S hyzad 


After this 15 ſame: e e in ſecret, name - 
Is; two Sabbaths after other; thus it pleaſed a graci- 


ous God in a dear Redeemer, to . me more than 


ordinary nearneſs to himſelf: but what I met with, 


in my blogs brought thus near, I can neither word 


nor write, but it is ſuch as my ſoul knows right 
well, bye his former approaches, With the unex+ 
ann ſatisfaction I found in this nearneſs. 

Wo. 0 many 
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ag 0 e complaints have I had thoſs years 


; that diſtance was like to wear bout àuc- 
95 but by theſe viſits L may ſay with Job, 


I have heard of thee by the hearing 17 the ear: but 


maus mine eyes have ſeen thee. Wherefore T. abhor 
5 myſolf, and. repent in duſt and aſbes, Job xlii. 5, 6 

O0 I cannot; word the fondneſs of foul I was or 
-t6-abide with the Lord, and the pg e 
with this nearneſs to him. ; 
There was one night, abobt this. W nein 
I Was allowed to come near, and he unvailed his 


glory a little, and what here I both felt and ſaw, 1 


forbear to mention; but it was brought to my mind, 
that the man, out of whom Chriſt caſt out the de- 
vils, requeſted he might be with him, but our Lord 
bade him go to his houſe, and tell how great things 


God had done for him: yet I found my ſoul-cleav: 


ing to the Lord, and in what 1 enjey, and ſay- 
ing, Oh that ever Chriſt and I ſhould: part agaln, 
and immediately that word came with power, I vil] 


never leave thad nor forſale thee, as in Heb. xiii. a. 


And alſo that words M preſence\/lmll go withethee, 
and 1 will give this reſt Exod. xxxiii. 14. O what 


unexpreſſible ſweetnels do I find in theſe ſhort viſits, 


and in every word of neben ſpoken: into my 
ſoul. with power. But O what bitternefs to 
think of being ſent to the field of battle to fight 
with this body of ſin and death, and with a tempt- 
ing devil, and the difficulties of a preſent evil 
World, all of them in oppoſition to me, and I 
made to cry out, O time, fly away! O death, 
when wilt chou come, and diſſolve this union be- 
* tween my ſoul and body ! for, till then, 1 will 

f never win away from ſin. 
But O! what reaſon have I to wait the appoint- 
ed One till my change cole; 1 eing! it hath pleaſ- 
: ed 
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253 J 
el 2 gracious God, in a dear Redcemer, yet onee 
more to allow me matter for a ſong of Zion in this 
wilderneſs, and hath made this year A year of Ju- 
* dilee to me. 
When I deck back on:thoſe ſix years Singin, 
A wherein I was tryſted with fo great deſer tion, af- 


flict ion and temptation, O what ſingular appear- 


*ances hath a gracious God made for me, in diſ- 
* playing the divine perfections in my behalf !. O 
£:what- diſplays of divine power, bearing me up 


£ under. the above-mentioned trials ! And O how 
did merey and goodneſs ſhine, in giving me many 


Sweet ee ſupports, both as to ſoul and 
body! And O how did divine wiſdom ſhine, in 
<£ timeing my trials, and mixing in both mercies and 

*judgments : and how did truth and faithfulneſs 
. appear, in accompliſhing promiſes, and letting 
me ſer prayers written on the return of them! O! 

A think, though I had the tongue of an angel, ! 
could not utter nor record the Reber of his good 


. neſs: to me; yet I think myſelf obliged, according 


0 my weak meaſure, to record a little of ſo great 


and ſo undeſerved goodneſs. O that I had a right 


dilpoſition, and a well tuned harp, that I might 
ling his praiſes for ever and ever. With this | 
t een, ern v an W geren ap wh life; : 
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4 Th pa; 


Containing lane Port Aan of the ira ate en- 
tions of the Lord's love t my foul, particularly the 


concern that was laid upan me in the 46th and 


47th years-of my life; on account of the fins und 
. - defgftions off this church, and what I was. then en- 


. -abled to wreſtle for in prayer and. ſupplications. to 


. God, 1 ſaw the return in the conduct ꝙᷓ the: four 
. brethren, and tefiimony emitted by them, wath 


many of the Lord's. people, in eee Ne 


alle g thereto, 


L under compoſure of mind, and health of body 
to a wonder, and as for outward: comforts of life, 


1. wanted for nothing neceſſary. for my thr rough- 


bearing. O what reaſon have 1 to, ſay, as it is faid 


of Job, The Lord hath returned my captivity in- 


dced: and as to the goſpel I am daity hearing. by 
it I am ſometimes confirmed af former experiences; 


and get clearer views of fundamental truths, and 


thereby refreſned and ſtreng thened 3: but ray: bolt: 


times are in ſecret between God and my ſoul. 


In the three menths of ſummer, I had: Cn: 


portunities of attending ſacramentaloceaſions, where 


1 heard ſome: ſermons with great -ſatisfaCtion; and 


enjoyed ſenſible vifits ffom my dear Redeemer. 


© But Oh. when 1 think on the terrible. backſlid- 
© ings of the church of Scotland, and the miſim- 


provements of Word and ſadrament, I am filled 
with wonder at his great goodneſs and long ſuf- 
c OY both: as to e and others; ; but 5 is, 
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* God and not man, therefore we are not con- 
« ſumed.” 


I have beth twice threatened with a ſudden: 
death this ſummer, and yet ſpared: O! that 1 
* by his grace, may ſpend the reſt of my life to the 


glory of God, and the ſervice of my generation, 


* always ſtanding on my watch tower, ſaying, Come 
Lord Jeſus; for all the crumbs and drops he hath 

* given, and yet allows me in this my wilderneſs- 
ſtate, yet I long to be away from this body of 
death, and mortal life, and ſo put in caſe to 1 
* him as he is, and made like unto him, but 1 ear- 


neſtly deſire, if it be bis will, 1 my not die an 


F 1 death.” 


This hath been a melancholy Jay to me, chough 


it be the Sabbath, I have been plagued all the day 
with a wandering heart: O that tkis may not 


the beginning of evil days, for thoſe fifteen months . 


Lhave had many good days, on the remembrance 


of which I deſire to reſſect, and alſo to mourn 


over miſimprovements; and when J Was in prayer, 


1 was led out in pleading with the Lord, that he 
vould not ſend me back to a wilderneſs of] deſerti- 


on and temptation again, and that was ſuggeſted to 


my mind, that the Lord pitied his children, as a man 


pitied his ſon that ſerved] him: but it was objected in 
my mind, that Lcould not ſerve the Lord. Let there 


Was un immediate power ſent that turned my foul t6 

look to Chriſt, and thereby I was helped to plead, 
and apply the compleat obedience he gave to the 
law, with the full ſatisfaction he yielded unto the. | 


Fades juſtice in the room of the elect- ſinner. 


his week I have felt much deadneſs and 5 


deringof ſpirit; yet ſome blinks were allowed me, 
Hate ner 1 got rational hearing, and ſe- 
. marks were given of {aving power, and I could 


PQ. 
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not deny but J had found them in my STS 109 
nd in ſecret T-was helped to lay my c caſe before” 1 
Lord, and While 1 was pleading in prayer, that 8 
paſſage in Luke vi. 37, 38. And beg nenen -Þ 


n the city which as a finner, flood at Fefufs feet * 
behind: him, wer ping, and began to waſh” his feet 1%. 
with tears, and wipe them with the hairs" of her * 
hea, and hiffed his feet, and anointed them with the P 
ointment. And ver. 48. He Jaid unto her, Thy fin ms. i Y 
are forgiven, &c. O this portion of ſcripture was & 
ſweet to me, for I believe that, by faith, his peo- | - 
ple have as real acceſs to him at this day, and have 
the- Hike een of the forgivennels' of their | 
ſins. 2 
This week hive bad pleaſantneſe of mind, „and 
ſometimes much refreſhed in ſecret prayer and me- 
ditation; on the Sabbath morning, F wis filled 
and tefreſhed wich the hope of heaven, and believ- | © 
ing views of 'what'is there. jo, heard a lecture on ba 
Plak; XI. where, in the ing of the Halm n, hi 
the Pſalmiſt records What the Eord did 10 or 
ple: the mäniſter did remark, that it was the A/ bit 
of every one to obſerve” the Lord's works, and to tak 
tranſmit them to poſterity, from the fathers to the” my 
children, hat God had wroüght in cheit days. 9, : 
thought this reached me with a convittion; : 0 40 
had ſo little 6bſer ved bat Go" had done tor® his” = 
church and people in myĩ dax. J 
Upon this tay on What my parents | Ha pre 
told me; concerning khat fernarkable appearance of Ch 
God for this church at the revolution, and o! [ fell att 
2 thinking on what 1 Had ſeen in my own day, * | BY 
namely about the death of « queen Rune a At 5 - Haag 
rebellion, and how, he bak ſince” continted güt im 
outward peace and liberty, with a goſpel diele 
uon yet preſerved amongſt us, ſo that we have been 


r loaded 
/ : — 


ge 


and great. ioconſilfencg, between my health and my. 


1 
bo aged both with mercies ſpecial and comnion. 
„Hut Oh} what ſinful ſteps of backflidiog hath 
abounded amongſt all ranks of perſons, both in 

« principle and practice. O for a ſpirit of deep con- 
p .cern for his public glory, lo much injured at this 
day: and O for the Spirit of grace and ſupplica- 
' tion, fo; as to be ſtirred-up.to take hold of the de- 


« parting glory, and wreſtling. for the return of his 
« wonted power and mag to this church and 


Jand.“ we 


The meanneſs, of my Nation, ad Tienda : 
eyery way conſidered, makes me dumb in many 
caſes before others, but bleſſed be the Lord it does 
not make me blind, for as I am a member of the 


church of Scotland, I gefire to own the doctrine, 


worlhip,, diſcipline. and government thereof, as b 


ing contained in the holy ſcriptures, and ſo to fee 
be affected under a ſenſe of the ſinful ſteps of 
bagkliding, and defect ion from theſe, both by 2 

fice-| bearers and members, of this church, deff 


io lay theſe things before the Lord as Maid 10h 
bitter lamentation and mourging. leſt 1 be par- 
taßer of, Ocker wen's fin 1 n Taye ſo many o 


me Me my 2. RE in! 
ne morning, 38, 1 went out t to the: fields, L tt 
can A ning, ridge, and then I obſerved; dome | 


__ with many beg and others with very few, 

and ſome were blaſted, hy this 1 had a dy re- 

Cen 1 10 „the ſtrong Chriſtian, the weak 
hri ſtian, an 

FA meditation . to. me. . Theſe three months by- 

found, a, great. alteration: as to my health, 


implo ment.; . C thaF.y ths: en man eee e 
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the: hypocrite, that was matter of 
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2 foul; 
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Las twe Sabbaths confined from f public ordt. 
nances by reaſon of indiſpoſition of bdeäy, due 
ory to Gud I found a way ef aceeſs through 
and ſo enjoyed Tome 
blinks and ſweet communion with the God of or- 
dinances. I had three days of the ſweet breath- 
zogs of the Spirit, and blinks. of divine light on 
O! the ftrange ſights of faith, with un- 
— ſweetneſs T had in meditations on the 


glorious Redeemer, in his mediatory excellencies, 


my ſoul was made as a lamp of light, in which 1. 


e my Redeemer from the manger, in which 


he was laid, to the curſed tree to Which he was 


nailed, and from that to the Father's right Hand, 
and alſo his work of interceſſion there for B elsct- 


ſeed. O! here in this vie with a weepitig Mary, 


my fout, as it were; grafped about him by faith 
and love; and killed bis pierced feet, and there 1 
poured out my complaints, and unfolded: all my 
glory I ſaw in his 
pierced ſide, his wounded head, and ſp pit-on face, 
and in all his offices, namely, that of a Ki ing and a 
Judge, and that he is exalted above all created 
powers: of men and angels: O! though I had the 
tongue: ofnan angel, and a pen of iron, 1 can nei- 


ther word nor write the glory and ſweetnels of theſe 


tights, but eternity will afl them. b 


There >ras a faſt appointed by the ſitio) che 


day before the faſt, I was fo ſtript that I could 
neither pray about it, nor win to any concern ei- 


ther for my: um or the generations ſins: O matter 
of humiliation indeed! though I was reaſonably 


convinced of the duty, yet I feared a judicial 
and that that threatening would” be in- 


hardening, 


gicted on us, that we ſhould neither mourn nor Weep. 
Lk 
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but pine a ray for our iniquides;: cording to 
Erek. „iv. 23. 


DG But OL. how Si did the Land pity me, 


2286 — 


TLwas awakened before three of the morning of the 
falt day with that word, as in Dan, ix. 3. And 7 jet 
my Jace 1 unto the Lord to jeck by preyer and fuppli- 
cations with faſting, &c. So | aroſe and was allowed 
three hours without interruption in confeſſion and 
ſupplications, - both as to my own and the genera- 


tion's caſe, till my ſpir its were alwoſt waſted, but 
that was brought into my mind, That there was 


hope in Iſrael concerning this thing, as in Ezra x. 2. 
Yet when I read the ſcripture, there I faw that re- 


formation was ſet about as a ground of that hope, 


that gave me 2 great dath : ſo I went through the 5 


day in much heavineſs, yet was allowed ſome mer · 

ſure of concern. I heard a ſermon on that word. 
Ezek. xvi. 2. Son of man cauſe Ferufalem to row 
her abominations. Where there was abundance or 
matter, ſuitably laid before us, as the day called 


for: but alas! my caſe ſtands dark and unclearec 


with reſpect to reformation. Ds 


On Sabbath: morning I e my n 
= J aroſe and went to prayer, from prayer to 
reading and meditation, and yet could find no out- 


gate, from which I made the following remarks ; 
1. An ill-kept heart through the week, and indulg. 


ing the mind in going too much out on carnal and 


worldly things, though in themſelves lawful, 75 


2 foundation for an uncomfortable Sabbath... 2. 1 


remark, that duties of themſelves, though — i CAN + 

not do, yet the Lord will have the ſoul rebuked for 
ts-cargleſſneſs, in them. 3. I find that no daty or 
means whatigever can ſet the heart right when ont 
of order, or ſtay the mind in duty, without new 
ſtrokes of renewing and ſauctifving grace, and re- 
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LL 
newed acts of faith-on the death of Chriſt to moxti· 
ty and kill fin, 3. I fre 1 muſt fight every piece 
af my Chriſtian journey, and till the nearer to che 


end | find my conflicts the ſharper : this makes me 
many times cry out, O when thall this long ware 
tare come to an end ! O to be away from ſin! but 
had not the Captain of ſalvation (xg, Sin ſhall not" 


* have dominion over you; for ye are not under the 


law, but under grace, I would ſoon be overcome. 


Thus far for what paſt i in the fortieth and ach, 
year of my life. 


In the beginning of the next year I went to as 


country for my health, where I had opportunity to 
converle with relations and acquaintances, who liv- 


ed remotely, from whom I received convictions, and! 


might have learned many leſions, when I ſaw ho- 
far they excelled in ſpiritual experictices and ſub- 


jective light, * thoſe that had much more objective 
light, and outward advantages, in which 1 think 


there ſhines much of the ſovereignty of God's" 
grace. In this place I had much ſweet ks in fectet 


prayer and meditation. 22 


L had here an opportunity of attending a com- 


munion occaſion :* on the Saturday I met with a 


friend that told me, That they had met with a trial 
in providence that was very Wrath. Hike, Which 


damped me extreamly, and was like to put me out 


of caſe for the preſent work, but I went to the 
Lord by- prayer, and was het ped to lay the caſe be- 
fore him, and he mer cifully picied me, by & ending 
his word to me with power ſuirable to my caſe, 


which had 4 compoſing virtue in it, and ſo ſlept 


that night, which was a great mercy to my weary 
body, and the whole Sabbath after was a gobd day 


to me, for there was à light that ſhined on wy ſoul, 
in and by the word that T Heard preached; zud in 
. ir 
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tie · of communicating L found. more chan. ordinary 

breathings of the Spirit on my ſou. 
2 After this there were two weeks I had much de- 
| = pion ſecret prayer, I had about this time an 
opportunity of another communion, and heard ſe- 
veral ſermons, Saturday and Sabbath I was ſore de- 
\ | ſerted till between the action and the evening ſer- 
mon, where I fell a weeping for fear of a long life; 
updelief took occaſion from that word in Pl. xc. 
| 4+: thouſand years were but as one day vit /- Cod. 
pon this I began to think, what if he ſhould con- 
' | tipne-to deſert me, as juſtly he might: Oithe fears 
of this were like to break me; yet in the evening. 
chere came a miniſter, who. preached on that text, 
I John iii. 2. But we know. that when he. {ball ball ap 
Pear ae ball be like bim, for we ſhall ſee him as he. 
« | is.- This ſermon. was God's ſend: to me, for - by it. 4 
FS 1 found my faith ſtrengthened, and was .made to | 
: | rejoice in the hope of his laſt appearance. .O! I 
may fay from my experience, better be on a ſick- ; 
' | bed, and ina burning fever, with. the Lord's u . 1 i 
* | fence, than be at a communion- table When K by 
abſent. 185 { 
| There was an exerciſing providence that ell one. 
about this, time, namely in the matter. of. calling 
Mx. EBENEZER ERSKJNE to be one of the mini- 
ters of Stirling. At the beginning of this Weighs, | 
ty affair the Lord, made me to believe that he would | 
accompliſh it, though there was great .0 9 
made againſt it, even by them of _— better [ 
things would have been expected, for it 13 11 2 
have been expected they ei have been the en- | 
couragets and on- carriers of it, rather than. the, | 
hinderers: yet it pleaſed the Lord, wh is ; Vile in 
counſel, and infinite in power, and will not want i 


inſtruments when he hath any work to do with 
| L | them, 


——} 
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them. And therefore this work was ſo carried on, 
that in every ſtep there was a divine hand to be 


ſeen ; and as to the event of that remarkable provi- 


dence, I can ſay from my experience that MR. 
BRSEINAMH was given as the anſwer of many prayers, 
and was God's ſend to my ſoul, and as 1 am well 
informed, he is ſo to many others. 
This providence brought about the accompliſh- 
ment of a promiſe the Lord made to me three and 
twenty years ago: in the mean time of its accom- 
ae [ heard a miniſter preach on Pſal. xxvii 
I had fainted unleſs 1 had believed to ſee the 


* of the Lord in the land of the living. In 


this ſermon he diſcourſed, fir/t, On the ground of 
the people of God, their fainting. Secondly, The 
nature of that faith that ſupported them. 1. The 
ſights of faith. 2, The maxims of faith, l The 
works of faith. 4. The cordials of faith. 

I can neither word nor write what was diſcover- 
ed to me by this ſermon. O memorable day, O 
my foul never forget it; this day was not only good 
to me in the public, but alſo in ſecret, Here I got 
more than an ordinary viſit above what I am able 
to expreſs; yet I ſhall record the following re- 
marks; 1, I remark, that as hope deferred mak- 

eth the heart ſick, ſo the accompliſhment of the 
deſire is a tree of life. 2. I remark, that, as here 
I got a renewed diſplay of the faithfulneſs of God, 
fo I ſee that the longer there is between his ſpeak- 
ing the promiſe with power to the ſoul, and the time 
of its accompliſhment, the more the infinite per- 
fections ſhine forth in the accompliſhment. 3. I 


am perſuaded that in the accompliſhment of every 


particular promiſe to the ſoul there is ſomething of 
a begun heaven in it, eſpecially when, in the ac- 


compliſhment, the Lord draweth very near TAY 
ou 
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foul in a more than ordinary way: as to the effects 
n the Lord's drawing near to my ſoul at this time, 
I find that unbelief and the devil's party have 
wk a deadly ſtroke. 2. I find the Lord's words of 
grace hath brought a felt reviving. 3. As there is 


an anſwering of face to face in the glaſs, ſo I have 
found, upon the Lord's drawing near to my foul, 


an allimulating virtue coming along with it, but 
this I cannot put in words, 4. It hath a tendency 
to darken and caſt down all time's things, and car- 


ries my ſoul out in an unwearied purſuit after com- 
munion with Chriſt, through my whole life of grace 
here, and makes me long for a life of perfection in glory. 


This Sabbath the ordinances have not been ſo 


refreſhing to me; but glory to my tender-hearted 
and merciful High: -Prieſt, that knows I cannot bear 


his abſence, he drew near to my ſoul, and filled 


and refreſhed me, upon which I was made to make 


a renewed reſignation of myſelf, both ſoul and bo- 
dy, to the Lord, and ſaid, If he would not take 


me out of the World, he would ſerve himſelf of me, 


while in the world, though it were no other way 
than in confeſſion of ſins, and ſupplications for the 
generation and for mz vſclf, 


After this I began to reflect on the Lord's viſits 


to me, and of his withdrawing from me again; and 


when I was meditating, that paſſage was brought 


to my mind concerning the ſpies that were ſent to 
ſearch the promiſed land, ſome of them brought 
not only a good report, but alſo ſome of the fruits 


of the land : this I may allude to, that when the 
Lord draweth near to my ſoul, faith and love are 
like thoſe ſpies, who leap over, as it were, into the 
promiſed land, and bring good reports of the land, 
With a part of the fruits, as an earneſt of the full 
poſſeſſion : this is like the white ſtone, and the new 
” L 2 name, = 


as. 
— 
ä — _—___. 2 
* - 4.4 


. 
name, that none know, but they who receive it, 
Rer. „e 

My recording the Lord's viſits to my il is t6 
me like the pot of manna that Iſrael laid up for a 
memorial before the Lord: fol deſire to fenenber 
what he hath made known to me, and done for me, 
as a memorial of his goodneſs to his praiſe and glo- 
ry, but not to my own, 


There fell out a providence that was a great trial 


and exerciſing to me: I left ſome paffages of my 
life, that T had writ in my young days, together 
with my clothes, in a Chriſtian friend's houſe, and 


while they lay there, it fell out in providence, that 
a fire broke out in a neighbouring houſe, which 


occaſioned the carrying out of all that was in my 
friend's houſe, and what belonged to me among the 


reſt, at which time theſe experiences of mine, ſo 


many as were then writ, were copied, and ſo went 
abroad unknown to me, and were hid from me for 
the ſpace of twelve years, 1 having gotten my own 


copy wich my clothes, never thought that any had 


known of it, until ſome ſtrangers, whom I never 


knew before, came and told me: upon this I Was 


ſurprized with amazement and confuſion, fo that I 
could not get it 'borne, and theſe reaſons. were 
weighty on my mind; 1. That what was recorded 


there, I never told mortal of, and was fully of the 


mind to have kept theſe ſecrets between God and 
my own ſoul. 2. I having lived fo long among the 
brute creatures, without either Chriſtian converſe, 


or hearing of the goſpel, as alſo the want of edu- 


cation: Ehad fo ordered things, that others could 


not underſtand them, according to my own mean- 


ing, and ſome expreſſions would ſeem at leaſt very 


- unguarded, on Which account I was perſuaded re- 
igion would be expoſed to ridicule and reproach. 


3. Thoſe 
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3. Thoſe copies, in many expreſſions, differed from 
mine, for my write being ſo bad, none could copy 


it according to my meaning. This hath exceedingly 


wronged both truth and me. 


This will oblige me to let my original copy ſand 
as a witneſs againſt thoſe incorrect copies that are 
gone abroad : this I am conſtrained to do, although 


1 was fully reſolved to have buried this original in 


any own day, not that I think that ſome of thoſe 
more uncommon experiences were deluſions, ſo as 
to be aſhamed of them; but, all along, I never had 
freedom to diſcover the ſecrets of religion to the 


world : the Lord knows I never loved to make ap- 


Pearance this way. 
The conſideration of theſe reaſons, and others L 


forbear to mention, raiſed ſuch a Norm and confu- 


ſion in my mind, that thereby my ſlecp went from 


me in ſo great meaſure, for fifteen months, that 


few would credit how little ſleep I got. During 
this time unbelief and temptation did much prevail, 
for the enemy ſuggeſted, that I had diſgraced reli- 


gion, by expoſing, it to ridicule and contempt; I 
was alſo tempted to go to a deſart, and there to live 


as an hermit, and ſo break up correſpondence with 


all living: 1 was alſo tormented with the fears of 
«the fad effects of ſo long a want of flee P, and vex- 


ation of mind. 
But glory to a ſavercigs, merciful and gracious 
God, in my dear Redeemer, who hath all along my 


life pi. for my relief, and made my extremi- 


ty always his opportunity, in a ſeaſonable appear- 
ance for me, and in his appearance for me at this 
time; he ſent that word with power and light into 
my mind, For. fo he giveth his beloved ſleep, Pſa. 


Axvil, 2. With, this bleſſed promiſe, there came A. 


Ex compoſing 
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1 
compoſing virtue along with it, and! Was helped 
to believe and pray for ſlee 


At this time I heard a lecture on the firſt chapter 


to the Hebrews, and particularly on the ſecond verſe, 


where Chriſt is brought! in as the Heir of all things; 
on Which it is obſerved, that he layeth a ground for 
his people to ſeek every neceſſary thing that they 
ſtand in need of, by which I was encouraged to be- 
lieve that, ſeeing he was the Heir of all things, he 
would not with-hold ſo neceſſary a thing from me 
that I could not live without, viz. ſleep. 


After this I got refreſhing ſleep, and ſo I came to 


conſider how to get my mind reconciled with the 
providence that had been ſo exerciſing to me: and 


here I obſerve, that, until the Lord fent a humbling 
and ſubduing power, by which I was made to ſubmit 
to the will of providence, I could do nothing but 
fret and repinè againſt the Lord, and the inſtru- 
ments that copied theſe experiences of my life: and 
here I remark, 1. That he that knoweth all things, 
knows I had no hand, directly or indirectly, in 
making my copy known to the world. 2, I was 
helped to pray and believe that the ſame God, who 
had, in his providence, permitted this to fall out, 
would ſo order it in his infinite wiſdom as to pre- 


ſerve religion from being diſgraced by it. 3. I ſaw 


the devil and unbelief made liars, who all along, 


through my want of fleep, tormented me with 


fears of my head going wrong; but, bleſſed be the 


Lord, all my natural faculties have been, and yet 


are, as diſtinct as ever. 4. I was helped to go to 
God by prayer, and after this manner I expreſt 
myſelf, That as he had in his love, mercy and mere 


2058 pleaſure, choſen me out of the quarry of 
black nature, and hath brought me into a ſtate of 


grace and reconciliation, ſo now I deſire a- new to 


make 
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make a ſurrender and reſignation of myſelf, my 


name and all that concerns me, for time and eter- 


nity, to the keeping and conduct of that ſovereign 
grace manifeſted in Chriſt. 5. I got a renewed 
diſcovery of the virtue of the death of Chriſt, and 
was enabled to believe and apply the ſame for the 
pardon of all the fins I had committed while under 
the bygone trials. 
ED here were ſome things diſcovered to me at this 
time I had not noticed formerly, and fo I ſaw that, 


by faith looking to the death of Chriſt, the power 


of {in is more broken, and the evils of ſin more 
waſted or done away, than by any means or duties 
whatſocver, and ſo I believed that, by virtue of the 


death of Chriſt, fin will be utterly extinguiſhed out 


of the ſoul at death. 


And while I was in meditation on theſe things, | 


my ſoul was ſo captivated with the-faith's views of | 
the love and glory of Chrift, that I was allowed, 


as it were, to ſwim in his infinite fulneſs and grace 
for ſome hours; but what I enjoyed here 1 will 
Neither word nor Write, for come and ſee will beſt 


declare it. But alas! there was a turning back of 


my ſoul, and a ſtripping out of this enjoyment, yet 


there was a part of a wreſtling ſpirit allowed me for 
myſelf and for the generation, and I was helped to 


ſpread the libel of my own and the generation's guilt 
with the preſent caſe of the church of Scotland be- 
fore a mercy-ſeat and throne of grace. 

And when I was thus making my ſupplication, 


the 3d of Jeremiah was brought to my mind, and 


jo I compared the caſe of that people, and our caſe 


together, and was {ſtrengthened to pray and believe 
that the ſame unchangeable God, that dealt ſo with 
Iſrael and Judah, and manifeſted ſuch ſove eign grace 
to them, might ſo do to the church of Scoping: 

Allo 


- — —— 5 ee. 2 ; * 


L. 288. 1 
Alſo the 14th of Hoſea was laid before me with 
application to the caſe in hand: O! thought I. if 
but a remnant of miniſters and Chriſtians. would 
_— hand, and do ſomething, in order to teſtify 


trine, diſcipline and government of his houſe, who 

can tell what Ar God. like ſteps may yet be 
made in our caſe, for as wrath- like as it is at the 
time. And that which Mordecai ſaid to Eſther, 
Eſther iv. 14. That though ſhe fhould hold her peace, 
#here ſhould come des to the eus. From 


this, and other things which I forbear to mention, L 


I am perſuaded that there is a remnant in this 
church and land, to whom the Lord will be: graci- 
ous, and though thoſe, who, have the power in 
their hands, ſhould do nothing for the Lord's work, 


yet God, in his time and way, will bring about A 


reviving to his work, and à deliverance to his 


church; although we ſhould go to Babylon before 


we be delivered; for ſince ever the Lord made me 
concerned for Zion, he perſuaded me from his word 
of bis relation, and good will to the church of 


Scotland, and I think I would count it the greateſt 


| Honourand pleaſure, I am capable of in this world, 
to get liberty of foul and enlargement of heart to 
wear my knees and tongue in ſupplications for the 


churches of Chriſt, but eſpecially the church of 
Scotland; the Lord knows my life! Is Hike: A n 


when this hope is ſhaken, + |) 

As for reflections on the r vlg 35 
1. I ſee that ſomething uncommon has been mixed: 
in my lot, and the Lord's way with me aleng my 
life, for which I cannot account, but I deſire 4 
lay all at mercy's feet, till infinite wiſdom ſee fit to 
unriddle the dark ſcene of his providence, and make 
. to underſtand his mind in them. 2. I ſte an 

inſufficiency 


againſt the wrongs done to Chriſt, both as to doc- 
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infafficiency- in creature-help, and thoſe that ex- 


pected ſympathy from, were made inftruments of 


my greateſt trial. 3. I ſee a glory in this, the leſs 
of: the creature, the more of God. 4. E ſee there 
is a neceſſity af {tripping me out of all human help, 
in order to the maniteſting the glory of the divine 
perfections, in carrying me through my trials, and 
giving me an out-gate from them. 5. ſee there 
is new ſcenes of mercy, grace and love to be mani 


feſted in Chriſt to the foul in the turn of every dif- 
ficulty: ſo it pleaſed the Lord to end this year with 


three months of more than ordinary allowances, 
Thus paſt the forty rod ſeventh year of ay life, 
ng the year 1731. | 


The uncorrect copies of my e e years expe- 


5 riences, according to: my information, being now 
gone abroad in the hands of ſeverals, being fo great 


a: tria} to me, 2s above-recorded, I reſolved that 1 


Would write no more: in this reſolve 1 continued 
for ſome time, but as to this reſolution; I am per- 
ſuaded the enemy had a great hand, for I found 


myſelf at a : ma diſadrantage on ie — 


reaſons, - 4 


Be Ka: to ky thing I met wide; aha ever the 
umpreibons: went off I forgot it. 2. I found a heed-- 
leſs lazy temper of ſpirit prevatiing, and like to 


overcome me; yet-I came to be reſolved that I 


would record fomewhat of the Lord's way with 
me; yet as to what paſt in that time, as to my ex- 


ercila, namely from the year 1731 to the year 3 173 6, 
J cannot give a full account of it. 


But ſome paſſages I ſhall 5 ag they occur 


to my mind, the firſt two years were very pleaſant 
for the moſt part, and that which made it ſo plca- 


ſant, Was grounded on the following N * 
nawely, 1. It pleaſed the Lord to Sire me both 


health 


4 
4 
; 
Y 
: 
2 
; 


E nt» J 

health of body, and peace of mind; for qurkig this 
time, I had few clouds, and ſpirituality was my 
element, 2. I had much pleaſure and freedom in 
ſecret prayer and meditation. 3. The goſpel was 
to me the daily food of my ſoul, for J had former- 
ly known the receiving of the Spirit by the reading 
of faith, and by the prayer of faith; but till now 1 
had never known ſo much of what 1 it was to receive 

the Spirit by the hearing of faith. 4. There was a 
connection or an agrecableneſs between the ſermons 
1 heard, and my preſent exerciſe. 5. Theſe exer- 
ciſing providences brought forth ſome things, both 
in my own and the church's cafe, that let me ſee 


my prayers written on the return of them. Theſe 


things I remark in general, and as they were branch- 

ed out in par ticular in my experiences, made my 

life ſweet and comfortable. 

Yet ſtill the preſent caſe of the church was very 
exerciſing to me, fo that I was led back to the 

remembrance of the forty ſixth and forty ſeventh 

year of my life, as above recorded, and what I was 


then made to ſeek and wreſtle for, and impreſſed 


with as to the church's cafe, is now in fome mea- 
ſare accompliſhed, in what is fallen out in this 
church betwixt the years 1732 and 1730. 


There was a paſſage in the forty ſixth year of 


my life, as already hinted, on the faſt day in that 


year appointed by the ſynod, J was piticd with | 
more than an ordinary gale of the Spirit's influences, 


which led me out in confeſſion and ſupplications, 


unto which I was anſwered with that word, That 


there was hope in Iſrael concerning this matter. Al- 
ter this I was made to pray, hope for, and believe, 
that there would be a reviving of a work of refor- 
mation in this church and land. 


And 
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And in the forty ſeventh year of my life; I was 
impreſſed, that ſomething was to fall out in provi- 
dence, that would be inſtrumental in the Lord's 
hand, for bringing abont ſomething more than or- 
dinary, both as to my own caſe in particular, and 
the caſe of the church in general. 

In the middle of this year, the reverend MR. 
EnENEZZER ERSKINE Was tranſporied and &ttled 
in the place where I lived, and he was made inſtru- 
mental in both the above particulars, 

I ſhall not repeat what is above marked, but 
ſhall take notice to ſome events that have followed 
on this providence, there was one great event that 
much concerned the church: namely, A yudicial 
teſtimony unto the cauſe and truths of Chriſt, and 
againſt the errors and deſectiens of this church emit- 
— by the affeciate preſbytery : unto which teſti- 
mony a remnant of private Chriſtians did adhere, 
and did accede unto the ſaid preſbytery, the like 
appearance had not been in this church for many 
years paſt, this appeared to me as the lifting up of 
a ſtandard for bewildered ſouls, ſeeing many things 
contained in that teſtimony have been buricd and 
much out of mind for {ome years palt. 
As to the proceedings of the judicatorics againſt 
MR. EBENEZER ERSKINE, and his brethren that 
joined in the ſame cauſe with him, I thall ſay nothing. 
a full and particularly account being already ab! oad 
in the world; yet here as I have ſeen the Lord in 
=. providence by theſe inſtruments bring forth his 
great event to the church. So 1/, I fee much of 
my former experiences cleared and confirmed by it, 
together with the return of many praycrs. 2d, 
There was 2 concern laid on my ſoul in every ſtep the 
brethren went through, as if I had been a preſent 
actor with ther. 3dly, What 1 Wa made to pray 
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for and believe concerning them, I ſaw it made out 


in their proceedings. 4thly, I am made to fee an 
agreeableneſs betwixt this event, and what I was 


_ Impreſſed with, and made to pray for in theſe two 
years formerly mentioned. g5thly, I have experi- 
_ enced and yet finds the power and preſence of God 


accompanying both word and . ſacraments to the 


confolation of my foul as diſpenſed by them, and 


this is a confirming evidence to me that it is the 
Lord's work they have in hand; and although at 
this, day the clouds of calumny and reproach be 
covering chem from beth enemies and blinded 
friends: yet I am perſuaded by what the Lord hath 
ſhown me from his word in, the light of the Spirit, 
that this is the Lord's work that is ſet on foot by 
rhoſe miniſters, together with a wreſtling remnant 
joining with them through the different corners, of 


the land: yea I look upon this as a begun work of || 
reformation, although we ſhould go to Babylon, 
before the Lord's work be fully revived, and our 


ſpiritual captivity returned. 

From 1736 till 1741, I have been fore broken 
both with perſonal affliction, and alſo under the 
impreſſions of God's, judgments. long threatencd, 
and in a ſpiritual and even in a temporal ſenſe muck 
inflited on the generation, fo that I may ſay with 


the prophet Habakkuk, Habak. ii. 16. When I 


heard, my belly trembled, my lips quivered at the 


wick, rottenneſs entered into my bones, and I trem- 


bled ia myſelf, &c. C how awful are his righteous 


Judgments, 
But that which Cd me under all theſe aw- 


ful things, was the faith of the covenant as ſtand- 


ing faſt with the glorious Head Chriſt Jeſus, and 
through him 1 believe it was fatheriy anger to me, 
and | was helped to cry for mitigation of ſtrokes, 
and 
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2nd 1 mercy mixed in with our judgments, and ſo 
there was to the believing obſerver, although it be 
ground of lamentation that few at this day obſerve 
the operation of his hand either as to mercy or Judg- 
ment. 


N. B. It is thought fit to arid the reader, 


that the author of this narrative had a deſign to have 


made it more full and compleat, and for this end had 


put up about four ſheets of paper, in order to have nar- 
rated ſome particular experiences, both with reſpect 


to her own private caſe, and the flate of things as 


to public affairs ; and with reſpect to Cod's judgments 


/ ling threatened, and near approaching: ſhe had be- 
gun theſe ſheets only with about thirty lines, which has 


been ſo ordered, as a concluſion to the narrative, but 


being for tbe laft five years of her life, fore broker 
with affliction, both on ſpirit and body, Joe was pre- 
vented of | ber de leſign. TD 
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